Book review

since lex internet is replete with
terminology the book suffers from the
lack of a page index for the busy
reader. Secondly, the publishers have
not taken a perfect opportunity to
‘walk the talk’ in cyberspace by
maintaining current materials on a
web  site. It is a necessary
precondition of the atom based
existence of paper books that in an
area such as cyberlaw it needs
updating long before it has landed on
the shelves of bookshops. At the time
of writing this review the editors
indicate such a site is nearly
operational, subject to permissions
being granted.

Such limitations aside, the book
presents a big canvas on which the
reader can view the regulatory
possibilities for our digital
millennium. It is not a book for those
that take comfort in legislative
certainty and ample precedent. With
apologies to those that may be
offended by the sexist selection of
pronouns in the following extract, the
editors and contributors of this book
faced tribulations such as those
encountered by Netscape pioneer Jim
Clark, the quintessential searcher for
the new, new thing:

He gropes. He does not seriously
want to sit back into any chair.

He needs to keep on groping. He
chooses to live perpetually with
that sweet tingling discomfort of
not quite knowing what it is he
wants to say. It’s one of the little
ironies of economic progress
that, while it often results in
greater levels of comfort, it
depends on people who prefer
not to get too comfortable.'®

Disclosure: The author of this book review
studied law at Southern Cross University
and worked as a researcher for Professor
Brian Fitzgerald.
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New geographic 2L.Ds for Oz

The auDa Board has decided to create
eight new second level domains
(2LDs) for Australian States and
Territories — act.au, nsw.au, nt.au,
qld.au, sa.au, tas.au, vic.au and wa.au.

The geographic naming system is
aimed at reserving geographic names
for use by the relevant community.

The proposed structure is
placename.state/territory.au, for
example 'Bathurst.nsw.au'. Use of the
domain names would be restricted to
community website portals that reflect
community interests, such as local
business, tourism, historical
information, special interest groups
and cultural events.

auDa's CEO has predicted a 12-18
month implementation period.

For more info:
http://www.auda.org.au/about/news/20
02111402.html; and
http://www.auda.org.au/policy/panel-
newname-2002/.
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