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ICANN implements new domain name transfer policy

On 12 November 2004, the Internet
Corporation for Assigned Names and
Numbers (ICANN) announced that its
new inter-registrar domain name
transfer policy (Policy) had come into
effect. The Policy is intended to
standardise the process of domain
name transfer between registrars, and
consequently encourage greater

consumer and business choice. It is

also designed to guard against
unauthorised transfers.
The Policy, which was initially

released on 12 July 2004, was
approved unanimously by the ICANN
Generic Names Supporting
Organisation and board of direciors.
Under the Policy, registrars must

employ a standardised form of
authorisation that requires the express
consent of the domain name registrant
before any transfer can occur. The
Policy also allows registrants to
transfer their domain names without
the need for "double confirmation’ of
the transfer, and establishes a dispute
resolution process in the event of a
dispute between registrars.

EU adopts communication on long-term information society strategy

On 19 November 2004, the European
Commission (Commission)
announced that it had adopted a
Communication (Communication) on
the issues that must be addressed in
the European Information Society
strategy up until  2010. The
Communication represents the first
stage in the development of a new
strategy, which will be implemented
in 2005.

The Communication emphasises the

need for a strategy that will facilitate
the use of information and
communication technologies (ICT) to
advance broader European Union
(EU) policy objectives. It also notes
the importance of ICT in boosting
productivity and  competitiveness
across the EU, and briefly examines
these improvements within the
broader context of global ICT growth.
In addition, it argues that an
information society strategy must
address issues of accessibility and

inclusiveness to ensure that EU
citizens  benefit  equally from
advancements in ICT, and that ICT
solutions are tailored to the needs and
expectations of end users.

The Commission will consult with the
public and other stakeholders,
including the eEurope Advisory
Group, over the following year to
develop a policy agenda.
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