
The February issue of A B A  U p d a t e  provided information about children's 
programs classified in 1996. In this article, Nadia Mencinsky and Belinda 
Mullen of the ABA's Children's Television subsection, discuss the process by 
which programs receive a children's (C or P) classification.

A p ro v isio n al classifica tio n  is fo r a 

p ro p o s e d  p ro g ram s o r  th o se  in th e  

initial p ro d u ctio n  s tag es . P ro g ra m s w ith  

p ro v isio n a l c la ss ific a tio n  c a n n o t  b e  

b ro a d c a st as C o r  P p ro g ra m s, b ut th e  

classificatio n  m ay  b e  useful w h e n  o b ­

tain in g p re -sa le  a g re e m e n ts  o r  fu n din g.
If a p ro g ra m  is g ra n te d  a p ro v isio n a l  

classificatio n , a n o th e r  a p p lica tio n  m u st 

b e  lo d g e d  to  gain  full classifica tio n , 

eith e r at p re -p ro d u ctio n  s ta g e  o r  w h e n  

th e  p ro g ra m  is co m p le te d .

A co m m e rc ia l te lev isio n  sta tio n  o r  

p ro g ra m  m a k e r m ay  th e re fo re  lo d g e  an  

ap p lica tio n  for a p ro g ra m  classifica tio n  

at d ifferent s tag es  o f  d e v e lo p m e n t.

Criteria  fo r classification

T h e  A B A ’s C h ild ren ’s T elev isio n  

s u b s e c tio n  is r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  

a d m in is te r in g  th e  c h i l d r e n ’s 

te le v is io n  s ta n d a rd s , in c lu d in g  th e  

classificatio n  o f  ch ild re n ’s p ro g ra m s: C: 
ch ild re n ’s, P: p re s c h o o l an d  CAD : C 

A ustralian dram a. T h e se  p ro g ra m s are  

sp e c ific a lly  m a d e  fo r a ch ild  (n o t  a 

gen eral G ) a u d ie n ce , an d  h av e  to  b e  

en tertainin g, w ell p ro d u ce d  an d  likely  

to e n h a n ce  a ch ild ’s e x p e rie n ce . C an d  

P p ro g ra m s m u st b e  classified  b y  th e  

ABA b efore  b road cast, w h ereas all o th er  

p ro g ra m s are  classified  G, PG , M o r  MA 

by th e  licen sees.

Classification categories

T h e classificatio n  ca te g o rie s  are :

• P rov isio n al C;

• C classificatio n ;

• C A ustralian  d ram a (C A D );

• C A ustralian  d ram a at p re -p ro d u ctio n  

stag e ;

All p ro g ra m s, w h e th e r at p ro v isio n al o r

• P rov isio n al P- an d  full C an d  P s tag e  m u st m e e t all o f  th e
• P classificatio n  c r ite ria  s e t  o u t a t CTS 2 to  r e c e iv e

I t T h e ’o b j ^ f i v e p f  th e 'C h i ld r e n 's
Children should have access to a variety of quality television programs 
made specifically for them, including Australian drama and non-drama.

» ; T he  C h ild re n 's  T e le v is io n  S ta n d a rd s  (CTS ) w e re  d e v e lo p e d  a f t e r  a  p u b lic  in q u ir y  c a r r ie d  o u t  y ; |  
§ r  b y  th e  ( fo rm e r )  A u s t ra lia n  B ro a d c a s t in g  T r ib u n a l. T h e y  w e re  a d o p te d  b y  th e  A B A  in  1 9 9 2  
sr; a n d  a m e n d e d  in  1 9 9 6 . ' i

A l th o u g h  th e  th e  re g u la t io n  o f  p ro g ra m  c o n te n t  u n d e r  th e  B ro a d c a s tin g  S e rv ic e s  A c t S - M g B  

1992 is b y  in d u s t r y  d e v e lo p e d  c o d e s  o f  p ra c t ic e ,  P a r lia m e n t c o n s id e re d  i t  n e ce s sa ry  t o  
c o n t in u e  re g u la t io n  th r o u g h  c o m p u ls o ry  s ta n d a rd s  in  tw o  a reas ; c h ild re n 's  te le v is io n  a n d

^ ^ u s t r a l ja n | :p n t e n C o n J r e e 7 t p -a ir  t e le v is io n ,^ /

The  CTS re q u ire  e a ch  c o m m e rc ia l te le v is io n  lic e n see  to  s h o w  a m in im u m  o f  3 9 0  h o u rs  o f  
p re -d a s s if ie d  c h ild re n 's  p ro g ra m s  p e r yea r. O f  th e s e , 2 6 0  h o u rs  m u s t b e  c la s s if ie d  C ,

1 IJ50  p e r  c e n t  o f  w h ic h  m u s t b e  f ir s t  re le a se  A u s tra lia n  p ro g ra m m in g .  In  a d d it io n ,  t h e  2 6 0  | 1 | 1  
h o u rs  m u s t in c lu d e  2 8  h o u rs  o f  A u s tra lia n  c h ild re n 's  d ra m a  (C A D ) in  1 9 9 7 , in c re a s in g  t o  
32  h o u rs  p e r  y e a r  in  1 9 9 8  u n d e r  th e  n e w  A u s tra lia n  C o n te n t  S ta n d a rd  a d o p te d  in  1 9 9 6 .  

I f l i c e n s e e e  | A , u s t ; ^ f s 6 ^ r 6 ^ a s t ( i  3 0  h o u rs  o f  P c la s s if ie d  p ro g ra m rn in q . 'P  p ro g ra m s  r n u s t | | | | | |  
j f  b e  100 pe|pent
| | T h e  CTS a ls o  c o n ta in  s ta n d a rd s  w h ic h  re la te  t o  th e  a m o u n t  a n d  ty p e  o f  a d v e r t i s i n g : l | | g j y |  

a llo w e d  d u r in g  c h ild re n 's  p ro g ra m s , p r iz e  g iv in g , c o m p e t i t io n s  a n d  u n s u ita b le  m a te r ia l 
d u r in g  th e  b ro a d c a s t o f  C o r  P p ro g ra m s .
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c l a s s i f i c a t i o n .  C T S 2  s t a t e s  th a t  a 

c h ild re n ’s p ro g ra m  is o n e  w h ich :
a) is made specifically for children 
or groups of children within the 
preschool or the primary school age 
range;
b) is entertaining;
c) is well produced using sufficient 
resources to ensure a high standard 
of script, cast, direction, editing, 
shooting, sound and other 
production elements,
d) enhances a child’s understanding 
and experience; and
e) is appropriate for Australian 
children.

T h e  A BA  h as e x te n siv e  b a ck g ro u n d  

in form ation  availab le o n  h o w  to  ap p ly  

th e se  criteria , in p articu lar:

• w h a t m ak es  a p ro g ra m  sp ecifically  

re lev an t to  a ch ild  a u d ie n ce  as o p p o s e d  

to  a g e n e ra l G au d ie n ce ;

• w h a t is e x p e c te d  from  a ‘w ell p ro ­

d u c e d ’ p ro g ra m ; an d

• h o w  it is an ticip ated  a ch ild ’s u n d e r­
stan d in g  an d  e x p e rie n c e  w o u ld  b e  e n ­

h a n ce d  th ro u g h  su ch  p ro g ram m in g .

Assessment procedures

T h e  asse ssm e n t p ro c e d u re  fo r classifi­
ca tio n  is b a se d  o n  staff a sse ssm e n t an d  

th e  u s e  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  s p e c ia l i s t  

co n su ltan ts . T h e  final d e cis io n  is m a d e  

b y a M em b er o f  th e ABA. In ca se s  w h e n  

fu rth er a d v ice  is n e ce s sa ry , th e  A BA  

r e q u e s t s  s p e c i a l i s t  a d v i c e  f r o m  

in d e p e n d e n t ‘p e e r ’ co n su ltan ts . T h e se  

in clu d e p ro d u ctio n  in dustry an d  child

d ev e lo p m e n t ex p e rts  w h o  h av e  a ran ge  

o f  d ifferent industry b ack g ro u n d s.

A p p lica tio n s are  initially a sse sse d  by  

o fficers o f  th e C h ild ren ’s T elevision  

su b sectio n . T h e se  officers e ith er re c ­

o m m e n d  th e  p ro g ra m  b e g ra n te d  the  

classificatio n  so u g h t by th e a p p lica n t o r  

seek  fu rth er ad vice .

If th e  staff assessm en t raises q u eries  

a b o u t th e p ro g ra m ’s suitability fo r c la s ­
sification , th e  p ro g ra m  is p a sse s  to  

sp ecialist ad visers  for assessm en t. T h e  

n u m b er o f con su ltants rep orts req u ested  

d e p e n d s  o n  th e p ro g ra m  an d  th e  re a ­

so n s w h y  a sse ssm e n t is co n sid e re d  to  

b e  p ro b lem atic .
P ro g ra m  classificatio n  is th en  g ran ted  

o r  refu sed  b y th e A BA  M em b er, o n  the  

basis o f  th e a d v ice  rece iv ed .

All p ro g ra m s su b m itted  fo r P ro v i­
sio n al P an d  P c la ssifica tio n  a re  se n t to  

s p e cia lis t co n su lta n ts  b efo re  staff a s ­
se ssm e n t. In  this c a se , th ey a re  u su ally  

tw o  e a rly  c h ild h o o d /c h ild  d e v e lo p ­
m e n t e x p e rts  an d , on  o c c a s io n , e ith e r  

p ro d u ctio n  o r  scrip t a sse ssm e n t e x ­

p erts .

P ro g ram s w h ich  m e e t th e CTS 2 c rite ­
ria are  g ra n te d  th e  classificatio n  for five  

years.
If a p ro g ra m  is refu sed  classificatio n , 

th e  A B A  p ro v id es  th e a p p lica n t w ith  a 

sta te m e n t o f  re a so n s  on  its d ecisio n . 

T h e sta te m e n t sets ou t, again st th e  CTS 

2 criteria , th o se  a re a s  w h e re  th e p ro ­

g ra m  failed  to  m e e t the criteria . T h e  

c o n su lta n ts ’ asse ssm e n t re p o rts  are  n o t  

re le a s e d  to  th e  ap p lican t.

P ro g ram s refu sed  classificatio n  c a n  b e  

resu bm itted  but the ap p lican t m ust m ak e  

a g e n u in e  effort to a d d re ss  th e re a so n s  

th e  p ro g ra m  failed CTS 2 as set ou t in 

th e  sta tem en t.

A ssessm en ts  ca n  tak e  a m a x im u m  o f  

6 0  d ays for m o re  c o m p le x  assessm en ts  

(i .e . w h e n  re ferred  to  co n su lta n ts ), w ith  

less c o m p le x  a sse ssm e n ts  u su ally  b ein g  

tu rn ed  a ro u n d  w ithin  3 0  d ays.

Consultation

T h e staff o f  the C h ild ren ’s T elevision  

s u b s e c t i o n  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  to  m e e t  

p ro sp e ctiv e  ap p lican ts  at an y  tim e to  

d iscu ss p ro g ra m  p ro p o sa ls . In d e e d , it 

is ad visable to  m ak e co n ta c t in th e early  

stag es o f  d e v e lo p m e n t to  e n su re  th e  

req u irem en ts  for classification  are  likely 

to  b e  m et. T h ere  is a w id e  ra n g e  o f  

inform ation available to assist p ro d u cers  

se e k in g  to  m a k e  an  ap p lica tio n  -  from  

inform ation  ab ou t th e CTS 2 criteria and  

h o w  th e  A BA  in terp rets th e se  criteria , 

to  in f o r m a t io n  a b o u t  th e  ty p e  o f  

m aterial req u ired  for an  a p p lica tio n .
T h e  staff o f  th e C h ild ren ’s T elevision  

s u b se c tio n  are : Liz G ilch rist, N adia  

M en cin sk y, B elin d a M ullen an d  L ach lan  

H a b g o o d .
F o r  m o re  in form ation , fo r c o p ie s  o f  

th e  C h ild ren ’s T elevision  S tan d ard s, the  

A ustralian  C o n ten t S tand ard  an d  ap p li­

ca tio n  fo rm s, o r  to  sp e a k  to  th e  s taff o f  

th e  C h ild ren ’s T elev isio n  su b se ctio n ,  

call th e A B A  o n  (0 2 )  9 3 3 4  7 7 0 0 .

f :M: 3 ;,.,y»#|p#ijiip. g r u w if  ;C o r  i» c ia ss ifflc iH H N ^

P ro g ra m s  g r a n te d  C o r P  c la ssifica tio n  b e tw e e n  13 J a n u a ry  a n d  11 F e b u a r y  1997. P ro d u c e rs  

in te re s te d  in  s u b m it t in g  p ro g r a m s  f o r  c la ssifica tion  s h o u ld  c o n ta c t L iz  G ilc h ris t o n

(0 2 )9 3 3 4  7840.

Title Origin Class. New/
Renewal

Decision
date

Applicant

JA C K  H AN N A'S A N IM A L U SA C new 15-1-97 3;: 3 3 | i  i f f ie  Hold ings Pty U d37y79:

ADVEN TURES (Series 3)

SCR O O G E K O A LA ’S Australia ’ C A D 7 9 ; new  '73 3 3 7(-k-97 3 :7 |7  Energee Entertainment

CH RISTM AS

THE M USiC SH O P Australia P new 30-1-97 Banksia Productions Pty Ltd

1 C  - children's program CAD - C  Australian drama P - pre-school program  Class. - classification
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