
Aid

A great deal can be achieved 
through Australia’s aid pro
gramme, and the problem of 
child labour must be 
explicitly included on the aid 
agenda. Specific programmes 
are necessary to end the 
economic exploitation of 
children, including increased 
funding for primary education 
and vocational training, 
support for non-government 
organisations dealing with 
child labour at a community 
level, health care for working 
children, strengthening of 
labour inspectorates and 
rehabilitation programmes for 
children who have been freed 
from bonded labour, 
prostitution and other forms 
of exploitation.

International Efforts

Australia should support the 
strengthening of the ILO and 
the protection of international 
labour standards We should 
ratify ILO Convention No. 
138 on Minimum Age and 
apply pressure to international 
financial institutions and Na
tional Governments to recog
nise the importance of a 
commitment to social 
spending and poverty 
alleviation, particularly
primary education and health 
care.

We should also press other 
Governments to eliminate 
harmful child labour within 
their own country, to ratify 
ILO Conventions and to im
plement the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child.

(This is an edited summary of 
DCI’s Submission to the

Is child labour ever 
an acceptable  thing?

A rtic le  32  of C R O C  bans ch ild  
la b o u r w h ich  is e x p lo ita tiv e , 
h a z a rd o u s , h arm fu l to the  
ch ild ’s d e v e lo p m e n t or  
in te rfe re s  w ith  th e  ch ild ’s 
ed u cation . ILO  C on ven tion  N o  
138 defines the m in im u m  
s ta n d a rd s  for w o rk in g  ch ild ren  
including m inim u m  age (15  
y e a r s ) , h ea lth , sa fe ty , tra in in g  
an d  su pervision .

T h ese  in stru m en ts d o  not b an  all 
ch ild  lab ou r. T h ey  reco g n ise d  
th at the w o rk  d o n e  by ch ild ren  
is o ften  a cru cial co n trib u tio n  to  
the stru g g le  fo r su rv iv a l a n d  
d ev elo p m en t in p o o r  
co m m u n ities an d  fam ilies. B u t 
th ey  a tte m p t to  p ro te c t the  
e d u ca tio n , h ealth  a n d  safe ty  
rig h ts  of w o rk in g  ch ild ren .

In A u stra lia , so m e form s of w o rk  
are  seen  as a v alu ed  learn in g  
e x p e rie n ce s  for ch ild ren . 
D eliv erin g  junk m ail, clean in g  
cars, m ow in g law n s, busking, 
b a b y -sittin g , h elp in g  aro u n d  the  
fam ily  farm  o r busin ess are seen  
as e x p e rie n cin g  m aterial 
b enefits from  usefu l effort.

O f co u rse  th ere a re  subtle  
d ifferen ces b etw een  child  lab o u r  
an d  child w ork . O r  p e rh a p s  
they are  p a rt of a co n tin u u m  
w h ich  lead s on to learn in g  an d  
p erso n al d e v elo p m en t. L earn in g  
in volves w ork , but not labour, 
an d  play is so m etim es seen as 
ch ild re n ’s ’w o rk ’.

A t a  recen t W o rk sh o p  in 
C an b e rra , p a rtic ip a n ts  cam e u p  
w ith  som e p o sitiv e  
ch a ra c te ris tics  o f w o rk  w h ich  
m ig h t a lso  a p p ly  to  ch ild re n ’s 
w o rk :

”It in v o lv e s  th e ch ild  in fam ily  
and co m m u n ity  life, and in d eed  
th e ir  su rv iv a l, g iv e s  rise to  
feelin gs of satisfactio n  an d  self
w o rth , im p a rts  p o sitiv e  
co m m u n ity  values an d  useful 
skills, an d  g iv e s  th e  ch ild , n o w  
o r la ter, ch o ice s  of lifesty le , 
activ ity  and in d e p e n d e n ce .”

N eed less  to  say , th e  p ro tectio n s  
of C R O C  an d  ILO  138  m u st still 
a p p ly ! W h a t d o  y o u  think?
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