
I N T E R N A T I O N A L  R E P O R T
SEXUAL EXPLOITATION CONFERENCE

The world conference against commercial sexual 
exploitation of children is to be held in Stock­
holm, Sweden from the 27th to 31st August 
1996. Amongst other things, the Congress will 
focus on the legal and law enforcement aspects 
of the problem; psycho-social rehabilitation of 
victims and their mental and physical health; 
children in pornography; sex tourism; human 
values and the responsibility of the media.

Approximately a thousand persons will be 
participating of whom about 1/3 will be part of 
government delegations. Other participants will 
include official representatives of United Nations 
related organisations, inter-governmental 
agencies, tourism industry representatives and 
non-government organisations (NGOs). The 
selection of NGO participants will be done by 
ECPAT (End Child Prostitution in Asian 
Tourism) and the NGO group on the Convention 
of the Rights of the Child.

The criteria for selection are as follows:
• proven expertise in the field;
• proven track record in children’s 

rights;
• potential to take action at the national 

level for the congress;
• link with grass-root workers and/or 

national level organisations.

Selection will also ensure a balance of regions, 
gender and fields of expertise.

If you feel you could meet these requirements 
and want your name to be considered as a 
participant in the congress, please contact 
ECPAT, 328 Phya Thai Road, Bangkok 10400 
Thailand. (Fax: 66-2 215 82 72).

CHILDRhNAi v v a k
As world attention is focused on children 
fighting in wars around the globe, the details 
become clearer. DCI listed 27 armed 
conflicts involving children in the latest issue 
of Monitor (Vol 11 no.4) That list has now 
grown to 32. Undoubtedly there are more - 
for instance the international list still does 
not include Bougainville, where we know 
children have been armed and trained on 
both sides and have been engaged in actual 
combat. Children have been killed, injured 
and raped during the 8 years of conflict. 
Some have witnessed torture and many 
have witnessed the destruction of homes 
and villages by armed forces. DCI-Australia 
is undertaking a joint project with Quaker 
Service Australia to investigate and report 
on the involvement of child soldiers on Bou­
gainville, for the UN Study of Children in 
Armed Conflict. Radda Barnen has also 
launched a global information project on 
child soldiers. The central feature will be a 
newsletter providing up-to-date information, 
and aimed at arousing public opinion and 
stimulating action. A database will also be 
built on the recruitment of children into 
armed conflicts, their involvement in fighting 
and support services, and the 
consequences in their lives.
Information, data and materials are requested from all 
possible sources. The newsletter can be obtained 
from Anna Lena Andrews, Radda Barnen, S-107 88 
Stockholm, Sweden.
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SARAH SAVED FROM DEATH BUT 
TO RECEIVE 100 LASHES

Sarah Balabagan, a 16 year old Filipino domestic 
servant, who was sentenced to death for the mur­
der of her employer after he repeatedly raped 
her, is no longer facing the death penalty. 
Working closely with DCI-Philippines, DCI- 
Australia campaigned widely to get Sarah’s 
death sentence lifted and wrote to the Minister 
for Foreign Affairs, the Australian Ambassador 
in Saudi Arabia and the President of the UAE. 
Thank you to all the DCI members who wrote on 
her behalf.

We received a reply from Gareth Evans:
Sarah is now to be im prisonedfor 12 months and to 
receive the inhuman and degrading punishment o f 
100 lashes. We understand she is being held in an 
adult prison. This treatment is contrary to Article 
37(c) which states that "every child deprived o f 
liberty shall be treated with humanity and respect 
fo r the inherent dignity o f human persons, and... 
shall be separated from  adults ... and shall have the 
right to maintain contact with his or her fam ily." 
The dreadful violation o f Sarah's rights started with 
those who falsified her age as 28 and not 14, and 
allowed her to be taken to the UAE as an underage 
domestic servant.

DCI-Philippines has asked us to continue making 
representations to the UAE President, asking him 
to release Sarah and to allow her to return home. 
DCI members are also encouraged to write to the 
Philippines Ambassador in Australia requesting 
that those involved in Sarah's recruitment are 
prosecuted.

RELEASE SARAH! write to:

His Excellency I I
Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan An Nahyan 
President of the United Arab Emirate
PO Box 899 
ABU DHABI 
UNITED ARAB EMI

Ambassador 
Embassy of the Philippines,
1 Moonah Place Yarralumla'

Child Porn On The Internet.

C o m p u ter bulletin  b oards and o th er on  line se rv ice s  

h av e b e co m e  th e new  fron tiers fo r p aedop h iles, 
a cco rd in g  to  on e o f  the w o rld ’ s fo re m o st authorities  

on ch ild  p orn ograp h y , M r  D on H ik e. ‘ G overn m en t 
and p o lice  n eed  to  re a c t q u ick ly  to  the g row in g  th reat 

o f  e le ctro n ic  tran sfer o f  im ages o f  ch ild  se x  by  

en a ctin g  n ew  legislation  and in creasin g  th eir  

te ch n ica l a b ilitie s ’ , M r. H ike said recen tly  in 

M elb ou rn e w h ere  he ad d ressed  an In ternation al L a w  

E n fo rce m e n t co n fe re n ce . A u stra lia  h as been slow  to  

m o v e  on such  legislation , w ith th e C o m m o n w ealth  

leav in g  th e issue to  the states. A  sp ok esm an  for th e  

A tto rn e y  G en eral, M r. L a v a rch , said  that th e  

C o m m o n w ealth  w as h elp in g the sta tes to  d evelop  

th e ir  leg islation , w h ich  fo cu sed  on p olicing  th e  

p o ssessio n  o f  ch ild  p o rn o g rap h ic im ag es rather th an  

th e  tran sm issio n  o f  the im a g e s. T h ere  w e re  no plans  

fo r the d ev elo p m en t o f  F e d e ra l leg islation  to ou tlaw  

th e im p ortation  and e xp o rta tio n  o f  th e im ag es, 

d espite  p ressu re  from  th e  federal law  en fo rcem en t  

a g e n cie s  such  as the A u stra lian  F e d e ra l P o lice  and  

th e N ation al C rim e  A u th o rity .

D C I -P a le s t in e  is und ertakin g re se a rch  into ch ild  

lab ou r in P alestin e . T h e y  are ca m p aig n in g  again st 

trau m a su ffered  by ch ild ren  w ho w itn ess  the v io len t 

a rrest o f  th eir p aren ts by Israeli so ld iers . Israel has  

3 0 0  fath ers under "ad m in istra tiv e  d eten tion ". 

S up p ort grou p s are  b ein g  form ed  fo r ch ild ren  w h o  

h av e been  im prison ed  an d  in terrogated  b y Israelis. 

D C I-P a le stin e  d ivid es th eir actio n  into legal, 

aw aren ess , co u n selin g , and research  co n te x ts , w ith  

sp e cific  em p h asis  on g irls  righ ts in areas o f  

e d u catio n , v io le n ce , e a rly  m arriag e  and lack o f  

op portu nity .

D C I -C a n a d a  in vites y o u  to  th eir co n fe re n ce  to  

ce le b ra te  the 5th  In tern ation al W e e k  fo r  C hildren 's  

R ig h ts , to  be held  in M o n tre a l b etw een  Ju n e 2 6  and  

3 0 . T rain in g  sessio n s w ill c o v e r  th e  U N  C on ven tion , 

th e w orld  w ide u rg e n cy  to  esp ou se ch ild ren ’s rights, 

ch ild ren ’s righ ts in the g lo b al e co n o m y , th e role  o f  
th e state , child  lab ou r in th e  w orld  tra d e  co n te x t and  

th e eth ical and so cia l im p lication s o f  business. 

S p eak ers include M artin  G arate , p resid en t o f  D C I, 

R ica rd o  P e tre lla  from  D C I-L isb o n  an d  G abriele  

S toik ov  w ho is in ch a rg e  o f  the p ro g ra m  for th e  

elim in ation  o f  ch ild  lab ou r (IL O ). R eg istra tio n  and  

a cco m m o d a tio n  gu id elin es are av ailab le  from  D C I-  

C an b erra . +
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