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Even the most basic and general of Convention obligations have been poorly met by Austra­
lian governments. Relatively little has been done by governments to fulfil the Convention 

expectation in Article 42, that the contents of UNCROC will be made widely known. Our first 
formal report to the UN was 3 years past its due date. Moreover the formal report is an 
unweildy report which is more descriptive than it is analytical or reflective about lack of 
compliance. This should not be surprising I suppose, because as far as I am aware Australia's 
formal report was produced by government representatives alone, in isolation fro the 
community and most inappropriate of all, without any input from children and young people 
themselves.

!!;l share the serious concerns expressed in the excellent "Alternative" report which has been 
prepared by the Australian Section of Defence for Children International, following a consulta­
tion process with community organisations and young people's groups.

That this Alternative Report is considered by the UN expert monitoring committee is, in my 
view, very important. Unlike Australia's formal report, The Alternative Report details the many 
and varied areas where a claim of Australian compliance seems hollow and lends further 
weight to the importance of developing a national agenda for children which ties governments 
to measurable and resourced implementation of targets.
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Twenty-nine D C I S e c tio n s  m et in th e b ustling  

city  o f  D a k a r, th e P a ris  o f  W e s t A fric a , w h ere superb  

p a tisse rie s  co m p e te  w ith  stre e t ven d ors and b eg g ars  

fo r the to u rist d o llar. Ja n u a ry  is the b est tim e o f  y e a r  

in D a k a r -  w arm  c le a r  d ay s, co o l n igh ts, no  
m o sq u ito e s . It w as a lso  R a m a d a n  and the m osq u es  
ran g  w ith  m ale  v o ic e s  in h a rm o n ic  p ra y e r, early  and  
late .

DCI in tern atio n al g a th erin g s h ave th ree  w orking  

la n g u a g e s, E n g lish , F re n ch  and S pan ish . 
P ro fe ss io n a l in te rp re te rs , v o lu n teerin g  th eir tim e, 

tak e tu rn s to  k eep  e v e ry o n e  in volved  in the 

d iscu ssio n s . In ev itab ly  th e m eetin gs g o  on b eyon d  
th eir a llo tte d  tim e, th e in terp reters  tak e a  w ell- 

d e serv ed  b reak  and m u lti-lin g u al m em b ers o f  D C I  
tak e o v e r , sp eak in g  e a ch  lan g u ag e  in turn. O ne  
night, R ic a rd o , th e S e cre ta ry -G e n e ra l w as so tired  he 
ca u g h t h im se lf  tran sla tin g  E n g lish  into  E n g lish , and I 
found m y s e lf  m a rv e llin g  at h o w  g o o d  he w as!

The IG A  ad op ted  a  th re e -y e a r  stra teg y  fo r  the  

glob al m o v e m e n t, am en d ed  th estatu tes and e le cte d  a 
new  In tern atio n al E x e c u tiv e  C o u n cil. Y o u r  

re p re se n ta tiv e , w as e le cte d  by 2 8  votes ou t o f  2 9 , to  

re p resen t the N o rth  A m e ric a -A u s tra la s ia  S e ctio n s . 

S in ce  th e re  are  on ly  tw o , C a n a d a  and A u stra lia , this

w ill n ot be very  o n ero u s. T h e  g re a te r  c h a lle n g e  in 

the ro le  is to  su p p ort th e  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  m o re  
sectio n s in th e reg io n . I am  h o p in g  th at in te re ste d  

N ew  Z ealan d ers w ill so o n  c re a te  a  se c tio n  th e re , and  

that the d orm an t U S A  S e c tio n  can  b e  re v iv e d . IG A s  
are  alw ays held a fte r  a  D C I c o n fe re n c e  to  m ak e  th em  
fin an cially  viab le , and this IG A  fo llo w e d  an  A fric a n  
S em in ar on C h ild ren  in C o n flic t  w ith  th e  L a w . In  
m any co u n trie s  o f  A fric a , ch ild ren  a re  a rre ste d , tried  

and punished as i f  they a re  ad u lts , so m e  ch ild re n  
serv in g  lon g  sen ten ces in adult ja i ls . V u ln e ra b le  to  

rap e and tortu re , d ep rived  o f  fa m ily  c o n ta c t  and  

ed u cation , th eir ch ild h o o d  is truly  w re n ch e d  fro m  

them .

The n e x t trien n ial C o n fe re n ce  an d  IG A  w ill b e  in  

S ri L an k a , in 2 0 0 0 .  S ta rt sav in g  n o w  -  e v e ry o n e  ca n  
g o , though e a ch  se ctio n  h as only o n e  v o te . T h e re  is 

n othing like a  D C I w orld  g ath erin g  to  in sp ire  y o u  to  
w ork  even  h ard er fo r  ch ild ren 's  rig h ts !
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