
A magnificent art installation on children’s rights is on show at the Canberra M useum  and Art 
Gallery. 20  ceiling-to-floor panels of young faces ask to be taken seriously, beg to be heard. 
The artist, Greg Fergusson, of Mittagong, dedicates his work to the children of the world.

" F ir s t  L isten  to  Me”

Alena Almassy, exhibition organiser, and and Katie 
Connor who spoke at the opening.

The Exhibition, sponsored by DCI, was 
opened on 20  N ovem ber 98, to critical acclaim  
both as art, and as a m essage about children. 
It will continue in Canberra until 26  January 
and is expected then to go overseas. Greg Fergusson and gallery staff install the panels.

V is io n a ry  agenda fro m  N a tio n a l C h ild re n ’s S u m m it
continued from  p .2

T his w as yo u n g  p eo p le  d iscovering  each  
others’ concerns, learning that th ey  can c la im  
the issu es and act together.

M any o f  the y o u n g  speakers expressed  
appreciation o f  the support they fe lt from  adult 
participants. T hey fe lt  em pow ered; they felt  
listen ed  to; they w ere  filled  w ith  enthusiasm  
and hope.

H ow ever they a lso  exp ressed  disappoint­
m ent at the poor le v e l o f  p o litica l and m edia  
interest in  the Sum m it. The Prim e M inister  
did  not send a representative, le t alone show  
h is ow n  face. M any adult participants w ere  
disappointed  about that too. B u t they cou ld  
barely c la im  to be surprised! A t that lev e l, 
noth ing m uch has ch an ged  ... yet.

T he Sum m it issu ed  a D eclaration  w h ich  
is  a supplem ent to th is issue. It includes m an y  
principles w h ich  have been sa id  about ch ildren  
for generations. T h ey  bear repeating non eth e­
le ss . H ow ever it contains n ew  and pow erfu l 
elem ents for a better response to children by  
governm ent, by service providers, by b u sin ess  
and the com m unity. It is an A ustralian state­
m ent o f  va lu es about children and you n g  
p eop le  - a set o f  expectations in  w h ich  ch il­
dren, young p eop le and adults are united.

T his D eclaration  should  b e  taken V E R Y  
seriously  by A ustralia’s governm ents. It 
should  receive  the com m ittm ent o f  everyo n e  
w h o says that they are concerned  about ch il­
dren. A nd that m eans everyon e a n d  the P M , 
o f  course.
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