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CHAPTER XX.
~ CORAGORAG.

THE country of the lower Goulburn is to the eye
an almost perfect level, broken here and there by
sand-hills, which in some cases attain a height of
fifty or sixty feet, varying in extent from an
isolated hillock to continuous ridges three hun-
dred yards wide, and several miles in length.
How they came there I never could make out,
but they always struck me as a singular feature,
not unlike the sand-hummocks of the sea-shore.
With the exception of the sand-hills, the soil
which prevails is to a considerable depth a stiff
clay with an admixture of sand.

On one occasion, whilst strolling near the
banks of the river, my brother noticed a large
log of wood which hung in the fork of a tree
some six feet from the ground. The position of
this log caused us, I remember, a good deal
of surprise; was sometimes a subject of con-
versation, and was examined by us more than
once. The log was old and charred by fire, and
must have weighed two or three tons. The
indentation which it had made on the bark of
the tree showed that it must have hung where
we saw it for several years. That it had never
formed a part of the tree in which it lay was
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the ground became boggy, and the use of horses
out of the question, so that my brother and myself
had not only to visit our out-stations on foot—a
matter of some hardship to persons who had
pretty well given up walking for the saddle—but
frequently to carry out the shepherds’ rations on
our shoulders. When Blacks could be had, of
course we availed ourselves of their services; but
when such was not the case, there remained no
alternative but to do the pack-horse business our-
selves. The number of men at an out-station
being three, their weekly rations of flour, tea, and
sugar weighed about forty pounds, which, on such
occasions, we used to carry in two flour-bags, of
which we each took one. The ground being
boggy, and, here and there, knee-deep with water
for a mile or two together, our march of ten or
fifteen miles was, of course, a fatiguing one.
Very nearly at the start, I remember, we had to
face a mileor more of continuous water, from
ankle to thigh-deep, which extended through the
forest—with the exception of the Towro sand-
hill—as far as the eye could see in every direc-
tion. Across this space, the road or track
being quite obliterated, we had to plod our
way amidst grass, sticks, and crab-holes, sink-
ing at times deep in the mud. And yet I
recollect, though the labour of travelling, encum-
bered as we were, was considerable, that for a
short time, whilst the novelty of the thing lasted,
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the numerous ducks and waders, busy on what
had been dry land, and the green trees and
flowery sand-hill reflected in the watery mirror,
was a sight which gave me pleasure.

Besides these flooded flats, we had also four or
five creeks to cross, which were cold enough at
that season. These we used to swim, with the
few clothes we had on, and the rations rolled in
bundles on our heads, a proceeding which rendered
the former somewhat damp, and did not improve
the other, though flour is not so easily damaged
in this way as one would expect. Occasionally,
however, at the wider creeks we stripped a bark
canoe large enough to carry the impedimenta,
which one of us pushed before him as he swam.
On our return we had to bring meat for our table
in the same way, so that our goings and comings
on these occasions were laborious enough, not to
speak of the undesirability of a dozen baths or so
on a winter’s day. After some weeks, however,
we became so disgusted with this sort of work,
especially as the flocks began to show the ill-
effects of short-commons, that I determined to
look out for country in the neighbourhood more
suitable for winter, and to apply to the Com-
missioner for an extension of run, reserving that
between the rivers for summer feeding. With
this object I saddled my chestnut mare one
morning in August, strapping on an opossum-rug,
in which were rolled up some mutton and damper,
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names, which are frequently very euphonious,
have been retained by the whites, though
generally in a mutilated condition, as we
usually leave out a syllable or two, accentuate
incorrectly, and otherwise travesty them. In the
sister colony of New South Wales aboriginal
names are very common, and a few of our early
settlers named Victorian runs after those which
they had originally occupied in the former colony.
The principal natural features round Coragorag
(@ sonorous appellation in the mouth of the
Pinpandoor, which has now dwindled into Crag-
crag) bore the names of Tai-mer-ing, Ariogo-
barning, Ullumbubil, and Chirathabel.

On the occasion of this visit to Coragorag, the
ground, then untrampled by stock, was so soft,
and riding such slow work, that I had barely time
to see what was necessary, and determine on the
country I should appropriate, when night began
to draw nigh. Getting home being, as I had
anticipated, out of the question, I pulled up and
unsaddled, the site of my camp that night being a
ridge about a mile to the north of the spot on
which the Messrs. Winter subsequently erected an
extensive dam across the creek which supplies the
Baangyoobine swamp. Why the position and
circumstances of this particular camp have been so
distinctly remembered I am at a loss to say; but
we all know that things of a very trivial nature do
occasionally fix themselves in our memories. If,
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however, my recollections of the night I passed on
that hillside are vivid, they are not altogether of
a pleasant description. The chops of course were
delicious, and champagne now-a-days is not the
nectar that quart-pot tea was at twenty ; but still
it was not agreeable to unsaddle for the night ina
spot up to one’s ankles in mud, haphazard, as I
may say, on the centre of a large uninhabited
plain. Indeed it seems natural, to black and
white man alike, to choose for resting-places spots
which form, as it were, features in the landscape ;
50 in open country one seeks the patch of timber,
and in woody districts the edge of the plain;
whilst in permanent settlements the white man
surrounds his cottage with plantation or clearing,
according to the circumstances of the place; and
it was upon this principle, I suppose, that my
camp that night seemed particularly miserable to
me.

There was, indeed, a pleasant warm scrub
within two miles of me, on which I cast wistful
eyes ; but, then, it was so late, and everything so
wet, that I was afraid I should be unable to light
a fire in the dark, having nothing but a tinder-
box with me for the purpose. In addition to
other discomforts, the wind was cold and bois-
terous, and there was nothing out of which to
make even a breakwind, much less a shelter
against the rain which was evidently impending.
As I looked round from my hillside, a wide
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make my preparations for the night. I had dis-
mounted near a solitary dead tree, under which
lay some broken branches, which I collected for
my fire. The supply would have been scarcely
sufficient for a white man’s necessities in a general
way, but I had adopted the Blacks’ fashion of a
small fire made with the ends only of the sticks,
as more comfortable and convenient, and for this
it was abundant. When my fire, which cost me
some trouble to light, had burnt up, and I had
pulled a few tussocks of old grass, on which
I might lie to some extent free from mud, I
unrolled my ’possum-rug and set my quart-pot to
boil. Having eaten nothing since breakfast, I
was naturally in excellent trim for dinner, and
soon very satisfactorily engaged with grilled chops,
tea, and damper; so that between the genial glow
of the fire, the disappearance in darkness of the
dreary landscape, and the inspiration of a good
feed, a wonderful change of mind came over me.
The remembrance that Blacks might pay me a
visit when asleep, and that their visits under such
circumstances meant death, left me; and as I
lit my pipe and stretched myself out on my
opossum-rug, I felt a loaded horse-pistol better
than half-an-hour before, especially when I
reflected that from the minute examination I had
made of the ground during the day, Blacks
could hardly be about, without my having seen
them or their tracks. Smoking and sipping my
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came Smoker’s turn. He had se.en the emu, Mr.
Tom said, for some time, and evidently under-
stood what was being done. He was now let go,
and started with a yell, my brother and Mr. Tom
following on foot. The ground, however, was soft,
which left the noble bird but little chance, so
Master Smoker soon had the emu’s long neck
between his fangs..

CHAPTER XXI.
THE BANGERANG TRIBE.

I 1avE seen the name of this tribe written Pan-
draing, Pandurang, Pinegorine, and in other
ways. The Ngooraialum pronounced the name
Baingeraing, but the tribe called themselves as
I have written the word. A residence of ten
years at Tongala gave me excellent opportunities
of noticing the ways of my Bangerang neigbours,
as well as those of several other tribes which
dwelt on, or frequented, my father’s run. In fact,
I knew well every member of the tribe, besides
something of their language, wars, alliances, and
ways of thinking on most subjects, but still it is a

matter of regret with me now that I did not, .
when I had the opportunity, make myself
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acquainted with several matters concerning which
science of late years has become interested.

What was properly called the Bangerang was a
* tribe composed of two sections, named respectively
Wongatpan and Towroonban. - Collectively they
spoke of themselves as, and were called, Bangerang.
When I first settled at Tongala, the Wongatpan
numbered certainly not less than one hundred and
fifty souls. Their head-quarters were at Wongat,
as they called the country just at the junction of
the river Murray and the Baala or Broken Creek.
The spot is three or four miles higher up the
river than Barmah as it is, and Paama as it should
be spelt. Hence, Wongat is a small portion of
the Moira, or Lake Moira country ; is mostly
under water in winter, the river just thereabouts
being crowded with fish to a remarkable degree.
The Towroonban were much less numerous than
the Wongatpan, for they only mustered some fifty
persons, big and little. They took their name from
a sandhill called Towro at that particular place,
which is between the Madowla lagoon and the
Murray. This sandhill, of which Towro is only
a small portion, is of considerable length, and is
intersected by the Goulburn, the Madowla lagoon,
and the Murray, and is sufficiently peculiar to
have furnished us at Tongala, in those days, with
food for discussion as to the circumstances to
which it owes its formation, with which, however,
it is not my intention to trouble the reader.
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country being much subject to inundation. The
Kailtheban derived their name from the river
Goulburn, which is Kaiela in the Bangerang
language, so that the appellation of ‘this tribe
signifies People of the Kaiela. Occasionally too,
a Kailtheban would speak of himself as a
Waaringulum, a name given him by the Ngooraia-
lum, of which I shall have something to say further
on. Hence the reader will notice that the
Ngooraialum and Bangerang were so far foreign,
that neither pronounced correctly the name of the
other, Ngooraialum becoming Ooaialum, and
Bangerang becoming Baingeraing; their languages,
in fact, being different.

Between the Ngooraialum, on one hand, and the
Bangerang, Wollithiga, and Kailtheban on the
other, though intermarriages took place, feeling
was far from being of a friendly character ; in fact,
it was not difficult to see that the Ngooraialum
looked with contempt and dislike on the whole of
the Bangerang-speaking tribes, with which, prior
to the coming of the whites, they had been almost
constantly at deadly feud. For this reason, when
~a Ngooraialum was irritated with a Wollithiga or

Kailtheban Black, he would speak of him disdain-
fully as a Baingeraing.

The Kailtheban and Wollithiga, on the other
hand, if no Bangerang were present, objected in a
quiet way to be called Bangerang, though most
friendly with that people, and, as we have seen,
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speaking the same language, saying, ‘The
Bangerang are Murray Blacks, and our country is
on the Goulburn.”

Besides the tribes above enumerated, there also
dwelt near the Bangerang, the Boongatpan, Pikko-
latpan, Angootheraban, Ngarrimowro, Moitheri-
ban and Toolinyagan tribes, of the whole of which
the Ngooraialum always spoke as Bangerang,
whose languages, I am in a position to state, were
clearly of Bangerang origin, and readily under-
stood by any Bangerang Black. Of these tribes
and their languages I knew something personally,
but more from the accounts of the Bangerang and
some of our old settlers, from whom I have learnt
that the Moitheriban numbered three hundred
souls, or more; and that the whole of these six
tribes might be set down at the lowest compu-
tation as averaging one hundred and fifty indivi-
duals all round, so that in the year 1841 the whole
Bangerang race numbered not less than twelve
hundred souls. In making this estimate, I have
considered the matter carefully and am in accord
with several gentlemen, who had much better
opportunities of knowing their numbers, and were
more interested in the matter than the Commis-
sioners of Crown Lands, who upon being called
upon, furnished government with reports on the
subject, which though founded on the merest
guesses, have since been received as statements
of weight.
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had subsisted. Besides these causes of decrease
it must also be stated that infanticide increased,
whilst a certain listlessness and want of interest in
life which sprung up under the pressure of our
occupation had perhaps something to do with the
reduction of the tribe.

Speaking of this subject brings to mind a
circumstance (and there were possibly others now
forgotten) which led me, in those days, to suspect
that the Bangerang and neighbouring tribes had
greatly fallen off in numbers some time prior to
the settlement of the whites in Port Phillip.*

At Colbinabbin and Coragorag, in the country
of the Pinpandoor, one met with strong evidence
of such having been the case. I refer to the
ovens found in their country, which were out of
all proportion numerous when compared with the
wants of the tribe as it then existed. The
prominent feature in connection with these ovens,
many of which, at the time of which I write,
had been long disused, was, not that their
capacity for cooking as regards size was in excess
of what the tribe would require (as this would at
last inevitably result from the constant addition

% The writer believes that he has seen all the published
-estimates of our black population which have been made from
time to time since 1843, and, with larger information than
they were based on, feels convinced that the aboriginal
inhabitants of Port Phillip (now Victoria) could not have
numbered less than fifteen thousand souls when our occupancy
-of the colony began in 1835.
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of material), but that very commonly two or
three large ovens existed in close proximity,
which, in view of the customs of the tribe, I can
only account for on the supposition of much
larger numbers of Blacks than we ever saw,
having in former days habitually assembled at
these places—numbers whose food it would be
inconvenient to cook in one oven. This seems
the more probable when it is borne in mind that
these ovens, which are mere heaps of cinders and’
calcined clay, are efficient and convenient in
proportion to their size, and that it is hardly
likely that a second would have grown up close
to one which already existed, had one been found
sufficient. Now, when I resided in that country,
one always was found sufficient, nor did I ever
see two adjacent ones in use at the same time.
Indeed, many were never used. It should also
be noticed that two were never found together
except at very favourite camping places. These
ash and clay accumulations, many of which have
been used as a makeshift for gravel, are amongst
the few traces which the Blacks have left behind
them. The largest which I have seen are some
fifty yards in circumference, and three or four
feet high in the middle ; very frequently a tree of
considerable size grows out of them, which, of
course, could only have sprung up during a
protracted period of disuse. What I have said
concerning the ovens of the Pinpandoor, applies
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were only a few of them at the Moira, and when
hostile visits, which always occurred at night,
were apprehended, to withdraw after dark to the
reed-beds in their canoes, on board of which they
slept on such occasions. This, though an effectual,
must have been a truly wretched expedient, as it
would be hard to imagine anything more miser-
able than a family passing a night in a damp
canoe in the feetid atmosphere of a reed-bed—not,
as the poet says, '

“ Hushed with buzzing night-flies to their slumbers,”

but stung to madness by villainous mosquitos,
which generally abounded in the locality.

In consequence of the rather stationary life led
by the Wongatpan, who seldom left the banks of
the Murray and the swamps and reed-beds in its
immediate vicinity, the rearing of children was
comparatively an easy matter amongst them, so
that, as the Blacks are fond of children, infanticide
was less common than with other tribes, and pica-
ninnies more numerous in their camps. Irom the
ease with which fish was obtained, old people of
both sexes, who cannot live where food is scarce,
abounded at the Moira; many, as far as I could
judge, being seventy years of age, and some very
much more. In their persons the individuals of
this section of the tribe were less vigorous,
slighter, and taller than those of the other;
their hair was also decidedly shorter, wavy, and
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sometimes had a curl in it which reminded me a
little of the negro. These circumstances seem to
point to the fact that an amphibious mode of life
affects the person, and particularly the hair; and
that the Bangerang must have long dwelt where
I found them, to allow time for such differences
to develop themselves. They also form portion
of a series of facts which go to show that the
black race inhabited this continent for a long
period prior to our discovery. The Wongatpan
were also less decent in their habits than their
opossum-eating relatives, probably from their
amphibious mode of life so constantly requiring
them to be naked. Altogether they were infe-
rior to, and to some extent looked down on by,
the Towroonban, their more stalwart kinsfolk.
Besides the fact that the Bangerang territory
was parcelled out between the two sub-tribes, and
that fishing weirs on the numerous channels which
conducted the flood-waters back into the Murray
were owned by individuals, and descended to their
heirs, I recollect, on one occasion, a certain portion
of country being pointed out to me as belonging
exclusively to a boy who formed one of the party
with which I was out hunting at the time. As
the announcement was made to me with some
little pride and ceremony by the boy’s elder
brother, a man of five-and-twenty, I not only
complimented the proprietor on his estate, on
which my sheep were daily feeding, but, as I was






SQUATTING IN VICTORIA. 245

Anyone who had suffered a wrong complained
of it, if at all, at night aloud to the camp,
‘which~ was silent and attentive. Then the
accused was heard. Afterwards those who chose,
men or women, expressed their views on the
subject; and if general opinion pronounced the
grievance a good one, the accused accepted the
penalty sanctioned by custom. Had an offender
refused satisfaction, he would probably have been
murdered by the injured party, and no one would
have avenged his death. In the absence of the
least show of constituted authority or rank, some
members of the tribe had more influence in public
matters than others; and when several of this sort
took up any question in concert, I believe it
invariably happened that the tribe was guided by
them. This influence was enjoyed by men of
mature age, as well as by younger men of marked
ability ; also by such as had a reputation as
sorcerers or warriors, or were the husbands of
several wives, especially if they had large families.
These brought the consideration which riches
secure with us. On the serious decline of a man’s
bodily or mental vigour his influence grew less.
But, though there was no government, there were
certain important practices among the Bangerang
which deserve to be called laws. Some of the
principal of these had reference to the transfer of
the young from one class to another (particularized
hereafter), the knocking out of their teeth, making
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the ornamental scars on their backs, breasts, and
arms, and restrictions with respect to food.
There were also others which had reference to
females. In the latter case only did infractions
occur with some frequency, on which occasions,
as I have already noticed, the persons aggrieved,
when they chose, made their complaints publicly
in the camp, and publicly vindicated their rights,
the offender being often constrained by custom to
go through the ordeal of having a certain number
of spears thrown at him, and so run the risk of
death or wounds in satisfaction for the injury
done.

Though each section of the Bangerang was
thoroughly independent within the limits of its
own territory, they were virtually one for the
purposes of war. As regards war, however, as in
other matters, there was no attempt to coerce any
individual to join in an onslaught, or to adopt any
course to which he was disinclined. A common
danger or a common desire led to meetings and
consultations, and so simple and uniform were
interests generally that measures were usually
proposed which met with the approval of all ; but
if anyone did dissent from them, he was at
liberty to take his own course, and there was no
attempt at coercion ; and as there was no govern-
ment, or attempt to govern, so there was no
opposition. With the Wollithiga and Kailthe-
ban the Bangerang were on very intimate terms,
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wives, and such of his children as had not relin-
quished parental protection. Over the girls his
authority ceased when they became wives, and
after his twelfth year or so the boy was very
little subject to the father, though parental affec-
tion always endured. *As regards his wife, he
might ill-treat her, give her away, do as he liked
with her, or kill her, and no one in the tribe
interfered ; though, had he proceeded to the last
extremity, her death would have been avenged by
her brothers or kindred. I once heard a Black
say, who had obtained a wife by exchange of
sisters with a Ngooraialum, “If he beats my
sister, I'll beat my wife.” On the death of the
husband, his widow and children become the
property of his heir, who would be his brother, or
some other male relative of the same generation
as himself who had gone through the ceremonies
by which the rights of manhood were conferred.
No man married a woman born in the tribe.
Wives were obtained by the exchange of females
with any other tribe ; so that the man who had a
daughter exchanged her for a wife, for himself or
his son, as he thought proper.

Concerning marriage I have already said some-
thing in a previous chapter. The reader has
learnt that there was no ceremony connected with
it ; that the bride had no voice in the matter, but
was simply required to go to the hut of the man
to whom her father, brother, or uncle, as the case
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might be, had given her. Girls were promised in
marriage at a very early age—indeed, sometimes
provisionally before their birth. ~Aunts and uncles
spoke of their nephews and nieces by terms signifi-
cant of such relationships, but addressed them as
son or daughter. The idea of marriage between
relatives, or even between men and women of the
same tribe, was held in abhorrence. The Ban-
gerang were unwilling even to speak of such a
thing. I know an instance—a solitary one—in
which a Kailtheban youth ran off with a Ngoo-
raialum girl, a proceeding which for some reason
the two tribes overlooked and confirmed. This
was the only instance of a love'match I ever knew.
Few men under thirty years had wives; the
exceptions as a rule had widows as wives ; and
the old men, young girls as second wives. Indi-
viduals had occasionally two, and even three wives,
but only one as a rule. As the result of infanti-
cide, the males in the tribe exceeded the females,
in the proportion perhaps of three to two, so that
a number of young and middle-aged bachelors on
the look-out for wives always existed. Children
belonged to the tribe of the husband.

It sometimes occurred that a man who had two
or three wives gave away one of them. Prior to
the coming of the whites, the Bangerang, as a
a rule, enforced constancy on the part of their
wives, and chastity on their unmarried daughters.
A number of well-established customs lent their
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tieth year, or thereabouts, the panoopka became
yeyir (a man), at which period some of the food
restrictions, to which he had been so long subject,
were removed, and he was at liberty to contract
marriage if he could get a wife. Such was Ban-
gerang education.

‘When several families were camped together at
a spot at which they proposed to remain for a
few days, the custom was for the women to leave
camp an hour or two after sunrise for the purpose
of getting roots and vegetables, catching shrimps
or prawns, digging out rats, and carrying on other
avocations of the sort. On their backs they
carried their babies, and were followed by some
or all of their children. Their start, yam-stick
in hand, in long-extended Indian file, followed by
numbers of half-starved dogs, was characteristic
and peculiar enough. Generally their absence
from the camp was about six hours, half of the
time being loitered away in the shade or by the
fire, according to the season, when they returned
with a heavy load of food. It was when camped
in this way for several days at a place that
weapons and ornaments were manufactured, and
games played. The men used to start out to hunt
in threes and fours shortly after the women had left
the camp, and returned about the same time. The
ordinary business of the married men was to see to
the safety of the family, procure meat or fish,
and opossum skins enough to keep them clad.
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bara, or large fire common to all at the camp,
was made by the women, in the ashes of which
were baked in a heap all the animals which had
been obtained that day by the various persons at
the camp. Then about dusk, or a little after,
ensued the aboriginal’s principal meal, which took
him some time to despatch, as your Black is
eminently a leisurely feeder when he is at liberty
to choose the pace. After dinner came the pipe
and conversation, whilst the children dropped off
to sleep as they felt inclined; and it was in-
variably at this time that personal complaints,
and what we. may call public affairs, were dis-
cussed, when there happened to be anything of
the kind on hand. As regards such discussions,
writers who have not lived in the bush, and
acquired a personal knowledge of the Blacks and
their manners, frequently describe in a very cir-
cumstantial way, and as a thing well known, a
council of old men, somewhat on the Patres
conscripts pattern, who deliberate in company, and
indeed govern the tribe. As a fact, however, as
far as I could learn, nothing of the sort existed
amongst the Bangerang. Usually, when matters.
of general interest were pending, it was the
custom for anyone who chose, to harangue the
camp. This the orator generally did standing
beside his own fire, after the evening meal, when
everyone of the party was sure to be present and

awake. He was often wrapped in his opossum-
18
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rug, and generally held in his hand a club or a
spear. Young men could speak if they chose,
but did so less often than the aged. Now and
then one of them would make some observations,
and a woman interject a remark, but the burden
of discussion was generally borne by men of forty
and upwards. When the first speaker had done,
another, sitting or standing at his own fire, took
up the theme. When morning came the subject
was not renewed, and each took the course which
seemed best to him, though they were generally
pretty well agreed. If, however, an attack on
some tribe had been decided upon, those who
intended to be of the party, and others, would
get together next day, probably at the bachelors’
camp, and quietly talk over and arrange the
details of the expedition.

To return to the subject of food. Meat before
all was the Bangerang’s favourite article of diet,
and with it the husband gorged himself before he
thought of giving any to his wife. Indeed, the
children were usually preferred before her in this
particular, and occasionally perhaps a favourite
dog; for in savage life community of interest
between man and wife is much less the rule than

bamongst civilized people ; and as a husband is a
constant check on the inclinations and free will of
his wife, who has to perform the drudgeries of his
camp, eat his leavings, and submit to occasional
acts of barbarity on his part, it is not to be
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country would have supported twice the number
of Blacks we found in it.

The animal on which the Bangerang and the
Blacks of the southern portion of the continent
generally were chiefly dependent for their supply
of meat was the opossum, a nocturnal creature,
weighing six or seven pounds, which hides him-
self by day in the hollow branches of the various
eucalypti. The mode adopted by the Bangerang
in ascending these trees, which often measured
a hundred feet to the first branch, was as fol-
lows :—The hunter, standing on the ground, cut
with his tomahawk a horizontal notch, four inches
long, deep into, or quite through the bark of the
tree, a little below his right hip, and another
opposite his left shoulder. Taking the handle
of the tomahawk between his teeth, or holding
it in his half-closed hand, the climber inserted
his right toe sideways into the notch first cut,
and, with his arms embracing the tree, raised
himself up by the strength of his leg so as to
stand on his right toe; he then put the big toe
of his left foot into the second notch, and again
raised himself. Standing erect on the big toe of
his left foot, and maintaining his balance by
means of his left hand and right heel, which
he passed somewhat round the tree, he again
procéeded to cut with his tomahawk, which he
always held in his right hand, two notches as
before, one a little lower than his right hip, and
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the other opposite his left shoulder, when he
made two more steps. Repeating this process
again and again, the tree was soon ascended,
and, by those accustomed to the operation, with-
out much fatigue. This mode of ascending trees
I amused myself with practising at Tongala, but
owing to the skin of my feet not being thick
and indurated like that of my black friends, the
pain I suffered prevented me from being able
to cut more than six or eight notches without
descending to rest. I and my brothers found that
even a little use hardened and strengthened our
feet considerably, and enabled us, besides climb-
ing, to lift objects with our toes nearly as well
as the Blacks. Since that time I have read
ridiculous statements of the feet of savages being
like those of monkeys; but the truth is, they
resemble exactly those of white persons unac-
customed to shoes.

There were amongst the Bangerang many
restrictions concerning particular articles of food,
so that children, girls, young men and women
were forbidden the use of some of the choicer
sorts ; nor did I ever know any of them (except in
the case of a lad half-starved, and on my persua-
sion) break through this tribal custom. The
reasons assigned by the Blacks for their absti-
nence always seemed to me so inadequate and
bizarre, even from their own point of view, that
I thought they were deceiving me in the matter,
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Infanticide was common amongst the Bange-
rang, as amongst other tribes, and particularly in
the case of female children, and, I have no doubt,
had been practised from time immemorial. They
themselves gave as their reason for it the impos-
sibility of the women carrying more than one
infant injtheir constant ramblings. Besides, they
suckled their children until they were fully three
years old.

Writers often allege want of food or a dread of
over-population as the excuse, but in this there is
no truth in the case of the Bangerang, for food
was plentiful, and they were very wasteful of it.
I have often seen them, as an instance, land large
quantities of fish with their nets and leave all the
small ones to die within a yard of the water. I
have often spoken to them on the subject, and I
am sure the idea of over-population never entered
their heads. _
© In their wild state they never used salt or
other condiments, and, except a sweet drink
which they manufactured in the season by dis-
solving manna in water, water was their only
drink. Their mode of drinking was also some-
what curious, for they commonly walked into the
stream up to their knees, bent down their heads
and threw the water into the mouth with the
right hand. At the camp they drank from the
calabash. As regards cannibalism, which is well
known to exist to a great extent in Northern
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I have no doubt it was the result of some precise
custom, as the Bangerang were very punctilious
in such matters. After some four years we
heard those whom we had known as Kogomoolga
or Wonga called Panoopka. Later on this last
appellation was dropped, and the youth became
a nameless man. Once a Kogomoolga, the name
borne in infancy was never heard again, nor with-
out extreme difficulty could any individual be
induced to tell what had been another’s name;
as for his own, it was out of the question. In
fact, they seemed embarrassed when the subject
was mentioned. To a certain extent a fidgety
feeling existed with them, even as regards the
names received from the whites, to which their -
custom avowedly did not extend; so that if, as
often happened, a man changed his “white”
name, he was apt to be disconcerted if called by
the old one. I remember, several years after I
had ceased to live at Tongala, falling in with a
party of Bangerang young men. I had left them
boys, but in the interim they had shot up into
men, and grown quite out of my recollection. I
had known them both by their native and white
names. The former they had given up, and
altered the latter, and I failed altogether, though
I took some trouble in the matter, to induce
them to enlighten me on either point. I may
add that they received me with the most enthusi-
astic expressions of goodwill; laughed, talked,
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struggled to hold my horse, invited me to sit
down, and so on; in fact, there was nothing
they would not do for me, except tell me the
names which I myself had given them, and by
which they had been known to everyone for ten
years.

As regards women, these customs did not
obtain, for though perhaps generally addressed
by a term of relationship, the name which they
had received in childhood was often used. There
were, however, several old grandpapas, and now
and then a man of forty-five, to whom what I
have said did not quite apply, as they were
frequently spoken of, never to, by the name borne
in childhood. How this variation of the general
~custom came about I never knew. When a man
wished to address another, he used to call out
Mirra ! (look) or Mirramna ! (look, I say) until he
caught the person’s eye. In speaking of absent
individuals, a man would say—“I saw at
Kajooga your younger brother, and my elder
brother, and two Kogomoolgas, the eldest son of
Windyarning (a woman), and the second son of
Miniga (a woman),” and so on. It was not long
after our arrival at Tongala until the Bangerang
began to find the want of names very incon-
venient in their intercourse with us. They were,
of course, aware that their Ngooraialum neigh-
bours had all got white names, so they took the
matter up, and several came to me daily to be
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tralia, like many other customs, has given way,
more or less, in the general fusion of tribes which
the advent of our civilization has brought about.
Amongst the Bangerang it resulted from the
superstitious belief that if the name of a person
became known to an enemy, or any implement of
his, or the leavings of his food, or any of his hair,
or, in fact, anything which had been his came
into the possession of an enemy, that by the
performance of certain incantations over such
objects the life of the owner might be spirited
away. Hence, when eating, such leavings as the
dogs could not consume were generally burnt.
As wizards did not usually trouble themselves
about the lives of women or children, they were
called by name.

Another custom was to avoid mention of the
dead under all circumstances, so that if a child,
called, say, Punna (opossum), died, the name of the
animal would infallibly have been changed. It
was not common, however, to name children after
animals. Nothing jarred on the feelings of the
Blacks more than to hear a white man name the
dead, even by his white name; indeed, a sort of
horror came over them on such occasions, and they
would endeavour to stop the speaker’s mouth with
their hands. I have reason to think, however,
that after ten or fifteen years the names of the
dead were again available for use. When, as
sometimes happened, a girl attained the age of
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puberty before she was married, it was the custom
on the occasion for the women in the camp to put
an opossum-rug over her head, and insert smoking
sticks beneath the covering, which were kept in

-that position until she was nearly smothered and

almost unable to stand. The Bangerang arms,
ornaments, and implements were pretty nearly
the same as those described by Eyre in his
“ Discoveries in Central Australia.” I may men-
tion, however, that as there were no flints found
in their country, they used often to cut the flesh
of animals with a sharp bit of reed. Flints and
tomahawks the Bangerang had, however, obtained
from the Ngooraialum and Pimpandoor in ex-
change for beautiful light reed spears, which were
easy to carry and most effective in hunting, which
they made in large quantities from the reed-beds
in their territory. These reed spears of the
Bangerang found their way to distant tribes, and
were in much repute.

Whether the Bangerang had the boomerang
when I first came amongst them I am not quite
sure ; but, at all events, they never took kindly to-
that singular missile, nor evinced much skill in
its use. Their great weapons were reed spears.
for hunting, and the war spear, sometimes edged
with wooden teeth, and sometimes with quartz, the-
latter being obtained by barter. ~Circumcision, and
other mutilations of the sort, were not in vogue;. -

nor, as far as I am aware, the totems or crests.
o 19






