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January 22 1985. AUSTRALIA-ETHIOPIA - SEIZURE OF AID*

The Australian Government has concluded that it is most unlikely that any
of the aid items seized lLast week at Port Assab will be released for

distribution in Eritrea and Tiaray.

Australia ha. todged a strong protest with tk2 Ethiopian Government over

the seizure.

Firm representations to the Ethiopian Government are being continued in
an effort to ensure that a'iL seized emergency relief assistance is used
for the people in needy regions according to the criteria by which aid is

normally distributed in Ethiopia.

Australia's representative in Addis Ababa has been instructed to make clear
to the Ethiopian Government that Australia's over-riding objective is to
get food guickly to drought victims by the immediate release of the

sejzed wheat.

I am advised that such items as a drilling rig and motor vehicles seized
at Port Assab along with the food aid are covered By insurance and that

the Llodgement of claims for compensation is being considered.

Accordingly, the Australian Government is concentrating its efforts to
get the food aid seized at Port Assab released for distribution as soon

as possible in areas where it is desperately needed.

In the meantime, I have authorised the adjustment of funds within the total
Ethiopian emergency relief budget so that the distribution of food aid
by non-government organisations in Eritrea and Tigray will not be disad-

vantaged by the Ethiopian Government's action at Port Assab.

It is important that dispute over the seizure or its reasons does not

deflect us from our over=-riding aim of feeding people who are starving.

* (The text of the News Release dated 22 January 1985 of the Australian
Minister for Foreign Affairs, the note to the Ethiopian Govt. dated

17 January 1985, and the Press Release dated 16 January 1985 of the
Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs were made available by the Dept.
of Foriegn Affairs, Canberra). .2/
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I will discuss all these matters in Canberra this afternoon with representatives
of non-government aid agencies and other organisations affected by the

Ethiopian Government's action at Port Assab.

The seizure must not be ~lI'~weAd to discourage Australians from their
magnificent response to anpeals by various organisations to assist nearly

eight million starviru people in Etkimnia.-.




[1985] AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL LAW NEWS 118

Note Mo, 27E:

Tne Austra.ian Excsssy presents its comsliments to the Ministry

c! Foreign Aftzirs o the Provisional Rilitery eovernzen: of Socie

Etnicois anc nas the nonoue- te convey to the Rinistry the text of
Bersage, cespaiched or 1¢ Jansary, fro® the Australien Sovernzent

Goverrment of Ethigpis:

i Tee Austratiian Government has received reprerentations
fros mexDers 0 the Austraiiar pudblic, the Austrsiisn Wheat

lise
3

to he

Boarg enc non-governmentai reide! zssccistions concernel about

haanitarian reltef ir Etrhiopic about your Goverraent's
arcitrary confiscetion ¢f consigraents encarc tbe shizp K.N.

Golden Venture, which wes cestinel for Pord Sulan. Tne

Austreiisn Governzent protests abou: the Ethicpian Government's
ection, which bas ceused greet concern in Australia. The cargo

consists cniy of husanitarian supplies which represent the

response of the Australian pecple to the plight of needy drought

victins throughout Ethiopia.

Accordingly, the Australian Government spreals to the

Ethiociarn Goverrment to relezze the confiscated cerpc an< allow

it to prozeed uninpeced.”™

Tre Australien Exbessy evails itself of this opportunity to

renev to the Kinistry of foreign Affairs of the Provisional Military

Governzent of Scclislist Ethiopis the zssurances of its highest

consiceration.

ALLIS ATRBA

wy

17 January 1985
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leT Lt STEzl
P RT S & S T LT EITIMINT

Tne Charge d'Affaires of Australie was today
summcned te the Ministry c¢f Fcecreigrn Affaire anc ask ¢

Tc transmit te the Austrelian Government Etnicpise's

sirong representetion regerding the delivery c¢f meterials

anc eguipment by Austreli

o

to armec bancdits ir Ethior:a,.

The Cherge d'Affeires was ﬁo;d thet the actinmn
cf the Austrelier Government censtituted & flegrarnt
vieleticrn of the most funfemertel principlies of Zizterna-
tTienzl law, namely non-in:erferénée_in the internszl
effairs of sitztes ané resrpect fcor their territcriel
integrity.

This move of the Australiaﬁ Government in effect
represented an unacceptable challehge 6¢ the soveraign

1

authoriiy of Ethiopia cver its territory,

!
wnile Tthiopie has alwave been greteful for the
e To cdroughi-stricken

i

Ethiopians, it cannot, under eany circumstances, compromise

internaticral reiief assiss

m
el
0

or: 1ts urity and territor-ial integrity,
!
i
|
Seoilalist Ethiopie is alwayf ready znd willing
'
to develop and maintain friendly relations w
' !

i

» N

th all stztes,

veoo/2
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-nciuding Australis o tie basis of accertec rrinciplies

¢ inmternati.cnal iew. we, therefcre, hcpe thzat irn the

-rterest ¢’ developigg mutually advantageous relations
y .

be<ween the tTwo couniries, Aus:raliéh vwill desist from

ections detrimental to the national unitiy enc <territoriel

He

integrity cf Eihiopiaz, as well &s curt the activities of

groups perpetrating such aciions in its territery.

Ir this connection, the Etkhiopien Government makes
B
it clear, as it has made its persition clear in the past,
’ i

that it will take any steps it deﬁms fit anc proper to
- g -

prevent the transfer of materials!and equipment to armed
i .

i
re%@ls as well as stop any unauthorised activit .y by any

o o .
group within Ethiopiean territory.j

Addis Ababa

January 16, 1985,

-




