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PAPUA - NEW GUINEA - INDONESIA - IRIAN JAYA - BORDER CROSSERS *

The Prime Minister, the Hon. Paias Wingti said today that after careful consider­
ation of the issue of Irian Jaya Border Crossers new living in border camps in 
Papua New Guinea near the common border with Indonesia, the Government has new 
decided that Papua New Guinea accede to the United Nations Convention and the 
1967 Protocol relating to the status of refugees.

Mr Wingti said United Nations High Commissioner for refugees (UNHCR) will be 
involved in dealing with the plight of the border crossers and refugees on 
conditions determined by the Papua New Guinea Government.

He said the Government has decided to take this action after a comprehensive 
review of policy measures and administrative actions pursued by the previous 
Government over the last taro years.

Mr Wingti also said the Government has decided that the present border camps be 
reduced in number and relocated away from the border at sites to be selected.

The Prime Minister said by involving the UNHCR, Papua New Guinea could anticipate 
a broad range of assistance not only in providing for the present upkeep of the 
border crossers and refugees but also the administration of -border camps and 
the construction of proper facilities for screening border crossers to determine 
their true status.

Mr Wingti said all border crossers will be interviewed either individually or in 
groups to determine who qualifies for refugee status.

Interview teams comprising provincial affairs, foreign affairs, Prime Minister's 
Department and United Nations High Commissioner for refugees, would be despatched 
as soon as practicible to begin working.

Results of the interviews would be submitted to the National Security Advisory 
Committee for evaluation and preparation of recommendations to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs Mr Wingti said the Government had also directed the Department 
of Foreign Affairs and Justice to proceed with the arrangements for Papua New 
Guinea to accede to the United Nations Convention and the 1967 Protocol relating 
to the status of the refugees 2



2.
Those granted refugees status and their inmediate dependents will be allowed 
to remain as permissive residents until arrangements can be made for than to 
be permanently resettled in third countries.

Refugees or other border crossers allowed to remain temporarily in Papua New 
Guinea until permanent solutions are found will be required to:

. Abide by the laws of Papua New Guinea,

. Not in any way directly or indirectly engage in any political 
activity whatsoever against either the Indonesian or Papua New 
Guinea Government,

. To take up residence in designated locations as determined by 
the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and

. Shall not move from the designated locations without the approval 
of the Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Non traditional border crossers who, after being interviewed, are found not 
to be refugees will be required to return to Irian Jaya.

Arrangements for their return will be made in close consultation with the 
Indonesian authorities in accordance with previous understandings including 
guarantees for the safety of border crossers who return.

The Prime Minister said that the package of measures that the Government had 
decided on would pave the way for an early solution to the problem of the 
border crossings fran Irian Jaya.

He said the previous Government when dealing with the border problem had 
become entangled by indecisiveness, poor coordination and misunderstanding 
of refugee arrangements and definitions as well as protracted public discussion.

But what was required was firm and resolute action to address serious problems 
affecting PNG's security as well as the plight of border crossers and refugees.

The Prime Minister said the Minister for Foreign Affairs, Hon.Legu Vagi will 
inform the Indonesian Government of the new policy guidelines, to raise the PNG 
Government's concerns about border crossings into PNG fran Irian Jaya, as well 
as seek their cooperation in working with the PNG Government to find and imple- 
SpjjJfopriate measures aimed at the stabilisation of the camion border.
[This is the typed copy of a text of Press Release dated 21 January 1986, 

provided by the High Carmission for Papua New Guinea, Canberra.]________________

[1986] AUSTRALIAN INTERNATIONAL LAW NEWS



[1986] AUSTRALIAN IOTEKNAIICNAL LAW NEWS 84

24 January 1986

PNg/IMSQMISIA.BORDER.i.NEW^POLICY.OF^PNG.GOVERNMENT

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Bill Hayden 
MR, said today that the new PNG border policy, announced 
by Prime Minister Wingti on 21 January, appeared to be 
a significant step forward in PNG's attempts to resolve 
the problem of the 10,000 Irianese who since 1984 have 
crossed into Papua New Guinea.

Mr Hayden welcomed the announcement that the 
PNG Government had decided to accede to the 1951 United 
Nations Convention and the 1967 Protocol Relating to the 
Status of Refugees.

He said that Australia was interested in elaboration 
of some aspects of the package of measures announced and 
he looked forward to hearing further details from the PNG 
Foreign Minister, Mr Legu Vagi, when he visited Canberra “ 
next week .


