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GHANA - TOGO

ATTEMPTED COUP D'ETAT SEPTEMBER 1986 - GHANAIAN STATEMENTS

IN REPLY TO ALLEGATIONS OF GHANAIAN INVOLVEMENT*

PRESS RELEASE -

The Government of Ghana has noted with indignation the vicious propaganda of
lies and insults launched by the Togolese Minister of Interior, Mr. Kpotivi
Lacle against Ghana. A host of wild and, indeed, contradictory statements

attributed to persons arrested after last week's attempted coup d'etat,

have been given wide publicity over Togolese and international news madia.

Knowing the record of the Togolese Ministry of Interior in torturing
prisoners to extract from them statements designed to suit set purposes

it is not surprising that after a week of "working on" prisoners, such
fantasies are being paraded in the name of truth. Any sane and reasonable
mind will be In no doubt about the real origin of the host of allegations

that are being peddled.

Having failed in the past to secure their desires from previous arrests and
torture to the point of death of innocent Ghanaians (such as Reverend Akrong,
alias Apostle Barnabas), last week's uprising against the Eyadema regime

has provided Mr. Lacle a cover for this latest campaign of lies and vilif-

lcation.

It is clear that for the Togolese authorities refuge Iin external causes
provides a convenient diversion from acknowledging internal problems, hence,
the frenzied propaganda efforts of the Togolese Ministry. Furthermore,

this is a pathetic attempt to salve the bad conscience of the government

of Togo which has consistently provided material and moral support for
subversive and terrorist activities against the Government and people of
Ghana originating from Togolese territory. This has been in spite of
several protests made in the last few years by the Government of Ghana and
the provision to the Togolese government of details of the persons involved
and their bases iIn Togo. By contrast the Togolese government has failed

.2/

*[The text of this press release was provided by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Accra].
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to heed repeated requests made by Ghana's Acting Secretary for Foreign
Affairs since last week's events to furnish relevant information that
could assist investigations being conducted by the Government of Ghana

into allegations emanating from Togo.

The Government of Ghana would once again state its commitment to her
policy of good neighbourliness in the face of these provocations and

slanders.

i

26 September 1986 MINIS1itY OF INTERICR.




