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This book uses the experiences from disasters in 
Latin America and the Caribbean to provide 
guidelines for emergency preparedness and res- 
ponse programs for companies and authorities 
which manage water and sewerage schemes. 

Theemergency plan for theseservices is based 
on a vulnerability analysis followed by measures 
to improve structure of the scheme to improve 
reliability and a plan to mitigate or reduce the 
impact of the disaster. 

Although focusing on sewerage and water 
supplies which have been identified as services 
essentialin adisasterand which haveapotential 
formajorpublichealthsignificants,theprinciples 
discussed in the book are relevant to any large 
industry orauthority for example, thoseproviding 
power,gas orcommunications. 

The booksuggestsaprocess, which includesa 
vulnerability analysisofthesystem anda hazard 
analysis. Vulnerability id described as the pro- 
babiitythat anevent willoccurandthelielyaffect 
on thesystem. 

Theplanningprocess isdesigned to improve 
the capacity of an emergency response and 
protocols for routine operation. It is suggested 
that an Emergency Committee be formed to draft 
a response plan. This committee should have 
representation from the highest level ofmanage- 
ment. The committee should prepare a plan 
considering the vulnerability analyses, the plan 
should be up to date, simple and practical, it 
should include training of key personnel and 
testingwith simulatedexercises. 

The basis for a vulnerability analysis should 
include identification of hazards and possible 
damage to components. Natural hazards inclu- 
dingearthquakes, hurricanes, floods, landslides, 
volcanoes, droughts and fires should be con- 
sidered. 

Thevulnerability Analysis requires knowledge 
ofthesystem, its operation as well as potential 
hazards to thesystem. 

The information contained in the book is 
concise and easy to follow; it is avaluableresource 
for industries or authorities it is designed to 
assist. Recent disruptions to the gas supply in 

supply also havedeve- 7 loped an appropriate plan. 
  he bookisnot designed forpersons working in 
the fieldduringan emergency; it isabooktoassist 
with pre-emergency planning. 

An emergency planning approach using the 
vulnerabiityanalysisdetailed in this bookshould 
bean effective means ofreducing the effect ofa 
disaster. 

This publication can be obtained at PAHO 
Online Bookstore: http://publications.paho. org 
(a secure ordering site) or through the PAHO 
Distribution Center: 
paho@pmds.com, Fax: 301 206-9789 
PO Box27,Annapolis Junction,MD 20701-0027, 
USA. US$22.00. Order Code: OP 132. 
http://publications. paho.orglenglish/moreinfo. 
cfm?Product-ID=584 

BobHandbyisan environmentalengineer with 
a diploma in Public Health. He works for the 
Victorian Stare Health Department as a Health 
OficersandSeniorDistrictHealthInspector. Bob 
has been involved in thisfeld as a Red Cross 
delegate for over 16 years and has been res- 
ponsiblefor improving sanitation conditions by 
buildingpipesystems, construction latrines and 
educatinglocalcommunitiesongoodsanitation. 
Bobj work in this area has taken him to Uganda, 
Iraq, Fiji, Rwanda, DemocrahcRepublicofCongo, 
Montenegro, Vanuatu and Indonesia. 
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Although theabovepublications dealsprimariiy 
with countries in theAmerica's,andin manage- 
ment of response at an international level and 

does not make reference to public health issues 
thatwillarisefollowinganaturaldisasteremana- 
ting from a fire. The publications is a great 
resource for relevant personnel responsible for 
overseeing the Prevention, Preparedness, Res- 
ponse and Recovery aspects of Public Health 
Emergency Management Planning. 

Many publichealth issues that arise aregeneric 
in nature, and will need to be addressed in any 
disaster. But what this publications does, is not 
only clarities and reaffirms the role of relevant 
public health professionals in a disaster but, 
dispelssome ofthe myths around public health 
issues, acts as an 'aide memoir' and provides 
information on issues that many public health 
personnel in Australia involved in Disaster 
Management may not normally consider. 

In thecontext ofthis publication, public health 
embraces both thecurativesideofmasscasualty 
and the Response and Recovery management 
pertaining to public health such as sanitation, 
food,water andshelter. 

Inaddition to beingagood resource to public 
health personnel, it also provides a good insight 
into public health issues for other disaster 
agencies andorganisation. 

This publication can be obtained at PAHO 
Online Bookstore: http://publications.paho.org 
(a secure ordering site) or through the PAHO 
Distribution Center: 
paho@pmds.com 
Fax: 301 206-9789 
POBox27, Annapolis Junction, MD20701-0027, 
USA. The price is US$22.00/18.00 in Latin 
Americaand theCaribbean. Order Code: SP 575 
http://publicatious.paho.orglenglish/moreinfo. 
cfmlProduct-ID=500 
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