The Australian Journal of Emergency Management, Vol. 21 No. 4, November 2006

AJEM BOOK REVIEW

Encyclopedia of Bioterrorism Defense

Reviewed by: Don Patterson
Assistant Director Special
Capabilities

Emergency Management Australia

Edited by:
Richard Pilch
Raymond Zilinskas

The editors Richard Pilich and
Raymond Zilinskas have done

an admirable job of providing an
encyclopedia covering the subjects
of Bio Terrorism. The single
volume of over 550 pages, 125
articles by some 100 contributors,
who are recognized experts in their
field, covers the wide spectrum

of subject areas. The reader is
provided with a concise overview
of the topic with useful references
to allow the user to obtain more
comprehensive information. There
is always the danger of trying to
cover too much, which in the case
of bio terrorism could fill many
volumes, and the editors have
achieved a nice balance. The book
has a user friendly style with a table

of contents arranged alphabetically,
and a comprehensive index. A
number of subject areas are cross
referenced to other associated topics
that allow the reader to follow a
particular theme. There are also
case studies and lessons learned.
Internet references are a welcome
addition which helps facilitate the
reader to obtain the most current
information.

AJEM now listed internationally

The Australian Journal of Emergency Management has been
accepted for inclusion in the International Directory of Open
Access Journals (DOAJ) managed by Lund University Libraries,
Sweden. This inclusion will further expand AJEM’ availability
to the world.

The aim of the Directory of Open Access Journals is to increase
the visibility and ease of use of open access scientific and
scholarly journals thereby promoting their increased usage and
impact. The Directory aims to be comprehensive and cover all
open access scientific and scholarly journals that use a quality
control system to guarantee the content. In short the directory
is a one-stop-shop for users to Open Access Journals.

The link to DOA]J is:
http://www.doaj.org/openurl?genre=journal&issn=13241540

Bioterrorism is a complex subject
that involves many facets including
not just the typical biological
agents, but the public health,
research, and operational response
agencies that would be involved in
responding to and recovering from a
bio terrorist attack. For the analyst,
the book also includes information
on terrorist groups who have
demonstrated interests in Biological
weapons. The serious reader

on Biological terrorism should
consider adding this volume to their
collection. The book provides an
easy to use reference that briefly
covers the key subjects areas, and
would be a useful addition not only
to libraries, but to a wider audience
including the health professional,
emergency planner, and policy
makers who may be involved in Bio
Terrorism planning and response.
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