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Amendments to the Copyright Act 1968 have 

been long foreshadowed and are inching closer .. 
The Commonwealth Attorney-General's 
Department has been negotiating with the 
Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) for the best part 
of two years now over the right of the 
Commonwealth, pursuant to s183 of the Act, to 
copy anything provided that it notifies the 
copyright holder of that activity. 

This of course is an administrative nightmare in 
practice and impossible to police in libraries, let 

alone outside them, and the aim of the present 
negotiations is to establish CAL as a central 
point of notification for all copying. The idea is 
that CAL will act on behalf of and represent 
copyright holders, and the necessity to seek them 
out individually will cease. This has been the 
practice followed by major federal govemment 
departments for the past year Copyright forms 

have been sent to CAL who, when rates and 
their standing to represent copyright holders are 
finally settled, will invoice those Departments.. At 
the time of writing (mid-December 1992) 

agreement is very close .. 

As part of the Commonwealth's negotiations with 
CAL, the recognition of our obligations under the 
Copyright Act and the administrative inefficiency 
involved in all the form filling, it has been 
proposed that the Act be amended to simplify 
the process.. When the Act is amended the form 
filling that we all engage in will be scrapped 

Instead, the Commonwealth will pay an annual 
fee to CAL (which will be identified in the Act 

as the agent of copyright holders) based on a 
sampling process which has already been 

undertaken by the Department of Finance .. 

At the time of writing, the Cabinet submission 
relating to the proposed amendments has been 
drafted and is about to be circulated to 
departments for comment This is not a swift 
process. With a federal election in the offing it 
is unlikely that the amendments will be considered 
by the Parliament until the Budget sittings. 

SPECIAL OFFER 
Subject Index of Legislation Victoria & Supplement 

A landmark in Victorian legislative publishing, the Subject Index (published September 1992) is the first comprehensive 
subject-based listing ever to have produced fm Victorian legislation. 

The indexing of subject matter is designed to give each reader multiple entry points to the Statutes and takes into 
account current usage as well as legal terms. There is an easy to understand "how to use" guide .. 

A supplement to the Subject Index is currently being prepared and will be available in March. Ihe Supplement brings 
the Subject Index up to date to 1 January 1993 

When you purchase your copy of the Subject Index, you will receive your Supplement to the Subject Index at no extra 
cost from The law Printer .. This special offer is only valid till 30 April 1993 

Order your copy now for only $75.00 (plus $4.20 postage and handling). The Supplement will also be available separately. 
Sales enquiries: (03) 242 4600 or (008) 802 925 (toll free for country Victoria) .. Also available from The Law Printer 
Bookshop and other selected retail outlets. 

Ihe law Printer Bookshop, 28 Queensbridge St, South Melbourne 3205 
Hours: 8.30am ~ S.OOpm Monday to Friday, (except public holidays) 
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