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Australian Treaties 
Locating treaties is a bugbear for law 

librarians Not just locating treaties but 

establishing their signatories, dates of effect 
etc There are a multiplicity of indexes, none 

of which are entirely up to date 

A treaty which Australia has signed will be 
reproduced in the Australian Treaty Series 

and an Australian treaty will, because 
Australia is a member of the United Nations , 
be published in the United Nations Treaty 

Series, although not for several years An 
Australian treaty may also be published in 
International Legal Materials, although not for 

several months It may also appear m 

Australian International Law News 

Notification of Australian treaty action is 
published in the journal Insight, published by 

the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Copies of treaties may be obtained from the 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in 

Canberra Contact the I reaty Support Unit 
on (06) 261 3509 

Publication of a treaty does not of course mean 
that it will be easy to find I he index to the 

Australian Ifeaty Series is currently up-to-date 

until only 1989 The Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade does however produce an in

house index which is up-to-date until the end 

of 1993 It is published in two volumes, one 

with details of bilateral treaties, the other 

covering multilateral treaties Copies are 

available from the Treaty Support Unit Mr 

Brian Slee of the Unit suggests keeping up to 

date by annotating a copy of the Index from 
information supplied in Insight 
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Those interested in treaty research will be glad 
to know about the publication of a major new 

work which provides details of all treaties to 
which Indonesia has been a party, from 1945 

to 1990, both multilateral and bilateral Each 

treaty has a separate entry with information 

about dates, signatories, publication etc 

Details: I he Indonesian Law of Treaties !by 

Ko Swan Sik, Dordrecht: Nijhoff, 1994 
ISBN 0-7923-2693-8, A$170 

Tasmanian Legislation 
Overridden 

The Human Rights (Sexual Conduct) Bill 1994 

which was introduced by the Federal 

Parliament in September will have the indirect 

effect of overriding the provisions of the 

I asmanian Criminal Code which makes 

homosexual activity a criminal act 

George Zdenkowski (Director of the Human 

Rights Centre at the University of New South 
Wales) writing in the Sydney Morning Herald, 

21 August 1994, describes the legislation as 

'a modest but important victory for human 
rights' The law will guarantee freedom from 

conviction for any alleged offence involving 

private sexual conduct between consenting 
adults, whether heterosexual or homosexual 

The Tasmanian Government will not repeal 
its law but as the Federal law "covers the 

field" and is directly inconsistent with the 

State law it will prevail under s 109 of the 

Constitution The I asmanian Government has 

indicated that it rna y appeal the validity of 

the new law to the High Court 

j 
' · .. j !f 
' 

'! 

i I 
, '·I 

I 



Native Title Challenge 
The High Court hearing of the challenges by 

Western Australia to the Federal 
Government's native title legislation (State of 

Western Australia v The Commonwealth) and 
the challenge by Western Australian aboriginal 

groups to the Western Australian legislation 

(The Wororra Peoples v The State of Western 

Australia) was heard in early September over 
8 sitting days The transcript of argument 

covers 725 pages and the Court reserved its 
decision on 15 September 

LEGAL PUBLICATIONS 
New and Second-Hand Booksellers 

Shop 18 AMP Square 
121 W!lliam Street, Melbourne 3000 

Victoria, Australia 
Ph (03) 614 0200 • Fax (03) 614 0211 

Ausdoc - DX 552 Melbourne 
PO Box 281 Blackburn 3130 

Houn 9-JOam •12 30-2 OOpm • 415-5pm 
Other time~' by arrangement 

Agents for M F & C A 1 illas 
Publishers of Victonan and Commonwealth 

Evidence Acts Annotations 

Immigration Review Tribunal 

Complete IRT Decision Index 
Decisions Indexed by Visa/Entry Permit class 

2000 Individual Decisions indexed 
by 

Decision Number, Research Bulletin 
Reference and Outcome 

Example 
"Affirmed" - Refusal 

"Set Aside" - Visa/Entry Permit Granted 

$37.5.00 per complete set 

J. G. MCMahon 
Solicitor & Attorn~y 

Migrant Agent 
Telephone. (06) 247 7099 
Facsimile (06) 248 9380 

Political Reference Service 
Infmmation Specialists 

With offices in Canberra and Sydney, PRS can keep you up to date vvith all 
the political and govetnment lnfotmation you need. Your dally package will 
include: all relevant legislation and accompanying documentation; exttacts from 
Hansard; Media releases; speeches; submissions and repmts. We provide quick 
personalised service .. Become a PRS client and you will secure access to our 
data base of govexnment and political infmmation As well as secure a 
subsctlption to our Political and Govetnment Directoty 

Tel: o6 280 4699 Fax: o6 280 4687 

*** STOP PRESS *** 
Are you missing out? 

Ihe PRS Blli TRACKER is Australia's most compr·ehensive weekly digest of Federal & NSW Legislation 

Fot your FREE Introductory copy contact Vet"Onica Adamson I eJ: 06 280 4699 ot Fax: 06 280 4687 
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