E Law - Murdoch University’s
Electronic Journal of Law: a Review

Nicholas Pengelley
Law Librarian, Monash University

"Access

The Internet address or URL of £ Law, Mutrdoch University’s electronic law journal
is http://wwwlib murdoch edu au:8088/ecolln/type/jnls/murdoch/elaw/elaw html  To
subscribe to £ Law send the message “subscribe elaw-j” (not including the guotation
marks) to: Majorcomo(@cleo murdoch eduau  That done you will get a reply, as
with subscribing to most Internet lists, which provides information about how to
unsubscribe, how to send information and messages to other subscribers, and how
to get hold of articles from the Journal - a fairly straightforward process. Subscribers
automatically receive by email the table of contents of each issue of the Journal as
it is published

Availability

Unlike other journals, Bond University’s High Cowrt Review, for instance, E Law is
not published in print It is only available electronically According to the
information provided at the Journal’s “home page”, it is published in ASCII text
format and is available via email, gopher, ftp and web link There are plans to
publish the Journal in a variety of additional formats, including WordPerfect,
Microsoft Word and Lotus AmiPro.  There is apparently no charge involved in
either accessing or retrieving articles
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Figure 1: Click on any of the issues listed to view the contents
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I welcomed the opportunity to undertake a review of £ Law, primarily because it
had been on one of my many “to do” lists for a long time As with so many
wondrous Internet sites that one hears about or learns of through the many messages
that arrive daily from lists like int-Law, the problem is finding the time to “go in”
and have a look There is never enough time! And the problem with an electronic
journal site is that, unlike for example a site with the text of judgments, treaties or
press releases - specific information - there is no reason per se to enter it This
“problem” will be overcome when the articles located at electronic journal sites are
indexed by the mainstream journal indexes ALLI (Monash Law Library’s Australian
Legal Literature Index) has just started to index £ Law

Contents

So. what do vou find when you access the £ Law journal? Well, as of Novembet
1995, theie have been six issues published The tables of contents of these may be
viewed in a separate file and abstracts may also be viewed separately The articles
published in the Journal are wide-ranging and the usual sort of mix that one would
expect to find in any issue of a typical university law school journal. Volume 2,
Number 2 (July 1995) for instance, includes such offerings as “Should gambling
gains be taxed as income?”, “Refusal to consent to treatment on religious grounds”
and “Land ownership in Nauru”  All of these would be of interest to academics
and students at Monash The Journal also included computer-related articles like,
“Practical strategies for using computers in legal education” and “Multimedia content
and the super highway: i1apid acceleration or foot on the brake’ Both of these
would be of interest to academics and libraries

Another earlier issue in 1995 focussed on Mabo (see Figuie 2)
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One of the drawbacks of the first list of contents is that only the titles of the articles
ate listed and not the authors, so readers do not have all the essential information
until they scroll through the following screens. The articles are then listed separately
with abstracts

For the purposes of this review, I accessed the article in the July 1995 issue on
using computers in legal education, referred to above, by Myles McGregor-Lowndes
and Alan Davidson. It appeared instantly on my screen, providing first full abstract
information and then a “Copyright Policy” statement which indicated that the article
was protected under the Copyright Act 1968 and that ownership vested in the authors
and/or E Law The statement further noted that £ Zgw and the authors “grant a
license to those accessing £ Law to call up copyright materials onto their screens
and to print out a single copy foi their own personal non-commercial use subject to
proper attribution of £ Law and/or the authors”

As I had accessed £ Law using Netscape, I simply clicked the “print” function and
moments later the article, nicely formatted and easy to read, emerged from my
printer  Further information is provided in the instructions given to subscribers and
at the start of each article about retrieval using email and ftp.

In sum, the only difference between £ Law and any other refereed university law
journal is that £ Law does not appear in print It is purely electronic  Aside from
that it contains important, useful and interesting articles With the right, and now
standard equipment, it is easy to access and easy to retrieve from The only drawback
has been the fact that up until 1ecently £-Zaw’s contents have not been indexed
That situation has now been remedied
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E Law: Murdoch University Electronic Journal of Law

A more detailed explanation of how E Law.; Murdoch University Electronic Tournal of Law is
published, is provided in Apnouncement

Information about the Contents of this publication and Instructions for accessing it are atso available

At present the journal is only available in text format and this Server points at the Library's Gopher
Server menys, not at hypertext documents. Some files available as WordPerfect documents. and not
as text, are only accessible via anonymous FTP

This content of E Law journal is categorised as follows:

n Current Developments
a Material {or Comment
ﬂ NetWatch

B Rsfereed Materials

[Golp]or:
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Murdoch University Library
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Figure 3: First screen of £ faw
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