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In this issue we have lette1s hom Nicholas 

Pengelley on the Iecent meeting with 
LEXIS/NEXIS, and Meredith McButney 

1ep1esenting the South Australian Law 

Libiatians, seeking yom views on the usefulness 

of a CD-ROM of South Australian legislation 

Included, fm infmmation, is a list of the State 

1ep1esentatives on the National Publishe1s 

Liaison Committee. They me your fi1st port of 

call if there ate issues conceming publishe1s 01 

products which you would like addressed 

On quite anothe1 issue, while bmwsing Online 

Currents Vol 11(3) April 1996, I 1ead some 

smpdsing comments about the possible liability 
of lib1mians in 1egard to Internet connections 

they make available in their libiaries .. There are 

two significant events which me occuning in the 

next few weeks which will make clemei the 
whole issue of Intemet se1vices On 30 June the 

Australian Bmadcasting Authmity (ABA) will be 

Ie!easing a detailed 1eport into online services 

including the net fhe ABA has been engaged in 

prepming this 1epmt since last August and has 

received ove1 250 submissions flam all parts of 

the industry and the community. 

Fmther on II July the Standing Committee of 
Attomeys Genewl will be meeting in Sydney to 

decide upon the offence pwvisions which will 

govem the transmission of objectionable mate1ial 
ove1 the Internet The NSW Attomey, M1 Shaw 

QC, has aheady announced that NSW will be 

legislating to keep objectionable mate1ial off the 
net The meeting on 11 July of the State and 

Federal Attorneys will give a very clea1 
indication of the legislative f1amewmk which will 

govern transmission ove1 the net Pe1haps we 

should wait to see what legislative scheme is 
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proposed before implementing ext1eme 
preventative measures 

I hope to be able to provide a much more detailed 

analysis of the legislation and its implications in 

the next issue. 
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5th Tune 1996 

Dear Ms Millgate, 

Yesterday representatives of CAUL, CALD and 
CONZUL met in Sydney with representatives of 

LEXIS/NEXIS and Butterworths I represented 

Australian and New Zealand university law 

librarians as well as Monash University Library 

This was a follow-up to an earlier meeting in 

April at ANU of representatives of university 

librarians and law deans with a LEXIS/NEXIS 

executive At that meeting we discussed the 

problems caused by the major escalation in the 
costs of the database to educational institutions 

from 1 April this year, and put forward several 

proposals about charging and access to 

LEXIS/NEXIS 

Educational institutions have long had greatly 

discounted access to LEXIS/NEXIS and we were 

naturally very disappointed with the significant 

price increases.. Increases of, on average several 
hundred percent to maintain the sort of access 

that we had previously The old rates could not 

be maintained, according to LEXIS/NEXIS, as 

they were resulting in a loss to the company and, 
in many cases, no return to those who supply the 

individual files to LEXIS/NEXIS The company 

acknowledged that the introduction of the new 

charges should have been handled much better 
In particular there should have been much more 

warning and certainly consultation with the 

groups involved 

That said, we do appreciate the obvious 
commitment of LEXIS/NEXIS to now achieve 

the best possible solution for the parties involved 

- a commitment demonstrated by their 
willingness to fly senior executives from the US 

to Australia for a series of meetings At a future 
point, the handling of academic accounts will be 

taken over by Butterworths and they have also 

signalled a strong commitment to improving 

access to LEXIS/NEXIS 

At yesterday's meeting LEXIS/NEXIS responded 

to the proposals we had put forward in Canberra 
and put forward some new options for our 
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consideration.. Although there will be no return 

to the status quo ante there does appear to be a 

way forward to maintain reasonable access and 
down loading at an acceptable rate - if 

universities co-operate in a "consortium" 
arrangement in order to take advantages of group 
discounts and sharing of access ports 

I have drafted this letter on the plane returning to 

Melbourne and am not in a position to give 

further details at this point By the time this letter 
appears in the Australian Law Librarian, that 

detail should have been finalised and circulated 

on the ANZ Law Librarians email discussion list 

It is hoped that discussions will lead to 

establishment of an agreed position by all the 
constituencies involved at the ALTA Conference 

to be held in Adelaide in July and that a reply can 

be made to LEXIS/NEXIS as soon as possible 

thereafter 

I look forward to reporting positive progress on 

these discussions in a further letter 

Yours sincerely, 

Nicholas Pengelley 
Law Librarian 
Convenor, ALTA Law Librarians Group 

Dear Ms Millgate 

Recently a small group of South Australian Law 
Librarians met with the Assistant Parliamentary 

Counsel to discuss the status of South Australian 

legislation We have a very good reprint service 

and a very good fortnightly index to keep us up
to-date with recent changes to legislation, both iu 

printed format, but have been waiting for an 

acceptable electronic format 

Parliamentary Counsel have been trying to work 

out the best format to produce this legislation and 

came up with the idea of multiple floppy discs 
and a searching system such as ISYS to be the 

answer They are disappointed that to date they 

have very few subscribers to this service .. The 
next step they had in mind was to put their 

legislation online, either through the Internet or 
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through SCALE but they have technical 

difficulties they have to sort thwugh to get this 

into practice .. Their concerns were that the 

legislation must be current, it must be as 

inexpensive as possible for users and the cost of 
production must be within their means bearing in 

mind the small market they believe they have. 

While they sort things out we all wait 

At the meeting we addressed the issues they felt 
were important The problem of currency is one 

that all of us who work with databases make 

allowances for whatever the jurisdiction - the fact 

that a service is online does not mean it will 
necessarily be more up-to-date, it just means it 

may be easier for publishers to keep it so We 

discussed the cost of CD-ROM versus online and 

it was agreed that despite the high price for CD

ROMs there is a hidden cost of online services 

which pushes up the cost of access. The other 
problems that they have been grappling with is 

the practical problem of producing the discs 

themselves 

The result of the meeting was positive in that we 

felt we still had open lines of communication and 

we each understood better the frustrations of the 

other While most of us felt that the online access 

may be a good goal for the future the real issue 
was that we wanted it now In general we felt that 

CD-ROM is a good format for the present which 

does not depend on the vagaries of the 

communication system.. It was suggested that 
while they work out the problems of their online 

delivery it would be good to let commercial 

publishers produce our legislation in the CD
ROM format immediately 

A decision on this is not something that 

Parliamentary Counsel can set in motion so the 

Assistant Parliamentary Counsel suggested that 
we represent the wishes of our gwup as a whole 

to our Attomey-General As the publishers liaison 
representative for SA, I am interested in hearing 

from other people who may be potential users of 

SA legislation on CD-ROM, as I believe the 
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market for SA legislation interstate may be 
greater than they imagine .. Any weight we can 

lend to our argument would be appreciated 

I can be contacted through the Internet 
at meadelib@ minters.,com.au or on 

Ph: (08) 233 5534 

Yours faithfully 

Meredith McBr atney 

Minter Ellison Baker O'Loughlin 

Are you wasting 
time and money? 

Hunting for elusive information sifting through mountains 
of irrelevant paper Keeping track of legislation and legal 

decisions Queuing to buy publications 

Interested in a cost-effective alternative? 

We can tailor-make an information service to meet your 
needs E g we can offer a Dial··a-Service form of outsourcing 

Wouldn't you prefer staff members to spend 
their time more productively? 

For a fraction of the cost of an employee, 
we can be your eyes and ears on the politico-legal scene in 

Canberra, Melbourne and Sydn~y 
Take all three services and pay even less 

\Vhy not contact Maur·een Hartung at 
POIIIICAI REFERENCE SERVICE. 

Phone (06) 280 4699 or Fax (06) 280 4687 
for:free introductory copies of PRS federal/state Bill 

I'rackers & our weddy Political Updates 
Try before you buy! 

Political Reference Service
the Information Specialists 

PRS- FIRS I ON PRICE, RANGE OF SERVICES, AND SPEED 
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