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Launcestonians w ho w ere trapped in 
K u w a it. Sh e re to ld  m y sto ry  
a c c u ra te ly , p re c ise ly  and  w ith  
dignity". Then she heard that her 
loved ones had escaped.

Handing a bouquet to the reporter, 
Ms Bartkevicius acknow ledged that, 
"she knew w hat I didn't, that I would 
be catapulted into instant fame, and 
told me clearly what to expect and 
how I m ay handle that. It happened 
exactly as she had forewarned. That 
sensitive and ethical young journalist 
taught me that I could expect from my 
local newspaper nurture, support, and 
protection in the form of advice and 
knowledge in my hour of need".

Recalling the events surrounding his 
su ic id e  a ttem p t, S e n a to r  Sh erry  
p ra ise d  th e  m ed ia , w h o  "w e re  
extrem ely respectful of m yself and 
my fam ily's privacy". Since his return 
to public duties, some in the media, 
"have raised the issue w ith me from 
time to time. And I regard that as 
perfectly legitimate. O f course, I have 
the right to make a com m ent or to 
respond as I so wish, and I have done 
that from time to time. But, any person 
who is elected to public office and 
w ho m ak es d ec is io n s ab o u t our 
society, it is perfectly valid to m ake 
com m ent and enquire about their 
health w hen they return to public 
office."

To Sum Up
What is News? Mr Scott has the final 
word:

"I can 't answ er really the question of 
w h at is n ew s, b u t if  y ou  read  
tom orrow 's Examiner you 'll see what 
our new s team thought was new s 
today."

DEBORAH KIRKMAN

ABOUT THE PRESS COUNCIL
T h e  A u s t r a l i a n  P r e s s  C o u n c i l  w a s  
e s t a b l i s h e d  in  1 9 7 6  w i t h  t h e  
re s p o n s ib ili ty  o f  p r e s e r v in g  th e  fr e e d o m  
o f  t h e  p r e s s  w i t h i n  A u s t r a l i a  a n d  
e n s u r in g  th e  m a in te n a n c e  o f  th e  h ig h e s t  
jo u rn a lis tic  s ta n d a r d s , w h ile  a t  th e  s a m e  
t im e  s e r v in g  a s  a  fo r u m  to  w h ic h  a n y o n e  
m a y  ta k e  a c o m p la in t  c o n c e r n in g  th e  
p re s s .

It is fu n d e d  b y  th e  n e w s p a p e r  in d u s tr y ,  
a n d  its a u th o r i ty  re s ts  o n  th e  w illin g n e ss  
o f  p u b lis h e r s  a n d  e d ito rs  to  re s p e c t  th e  
C o u n c i l 's  v ie w s , to  a d h e r e  v o lu n ta r i ly  
t o  e t h i c a l  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  to  a d m i t  
m is ta k e s  p u b lic ly .

T h e  C o u n c il  c o n s is ts  o f 21 m e m b e r s .  
A p a r t  f r o m  th e  c h a ir m a n  (w h o  m u s t  
h a v e  n o  a s s o c ia tio n  w ith  th e  p re s s ) , th e re  
a r e  1 0  p u b lis h e r s ' n o m in e e s , s e v e n  
p u b lic  m e m b e r s , tw o  jo u rn a lis t  m e m b e r s  
a n d  a n  e d ito r  m e m b e r . T h e  n e w s p a p e r s '  
re p re s e n ta tiv e s  a re  d r a w n  fro m  th e  ra n k s  
o f  m e tr o p o li ta n , su b u rb a n , re g io n a l  a n d  
c o u n tr y  p u b lis h e r s  a s  w e ll a s  f r o m  A A P .  
T h e  p u b lic  is re p re s e n te d  b y  p e o p le  fro m  
all w a lk s  o f life, n o n e  o f  w h o m  c a n  h a v e  
h a d  a n y  p r e v io u s  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  th e  
p re ss .

T h e  P re s s  C o u n c il  is a b le  to  a m e n d  its 
c o n s ti tu t io n  w ith  th e  a p p r o v a l  o f its  
c o n s ti tu e n t  b o d ie s . S ig n if ica n tly , g re a t  
im p o r ta n c e  is p la c e d  o n  m e m b e r s  a c tin g  
a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  r a t h e r  t h a n  a s  t h e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e i r  a p p o i n t i n g  
o rg a n is a t io n s .

Complaints Procedure
If y o u  h a v e  a c o m p l a i n t  a g a i n s t  a 
n e w s p a p e r  o r  p e r i o d i c a l  ( n o t  a b o u t  
a d v e r tis in g ) , y o u  s h o u ld  firs t  ta k e  it u p  
w ith  th e  e d ito r  o r  o th e r  r e p r e s e n ta tiv e  of  
th e  p u b lic a tio n  c o n c e rn e d .

If th e  c o m p la in t  is n o t  re s o lv e d  to  y o u r  
s a t is f a c t io n , y o u  m a y  r e f e r  it to  th e  
A u s tr a lia n  P re s s  C o u n c il . A  c o m p la in t  
m u s t  b e  s p e c i f i c ,  in  w r i t i n g ,  a n d  
a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  c u t t i n g  o r  c l e a r  
p h o to s ta t  o f th e  m a tte r  c o m p la in e d  of, 
w ith  s u p p o rt in g  d o c u m e n ts  o r  e v id e n c e , 
if a n y . C o m p la in ts  m u s t  be lo d g e d  w ith in  
th r e e  m o n th s  o f  p u b lic a tio n .

T h e  C o u n cil  w ill n o t  h e a r  a c o m p la in t  
su b je ct to  le g a l a c tio n , o r  p o s s ib le  le g a l  
a c tio n , u n le ss  th e  c o m p la in a n t  is w illin g  
to  s ig n  a w a iv e r  o f  th e  r ig h t  to  su ch  
a c tio n .

A d d r e s s  c o m p la in ts  o r  in q u irie s  to :

E x e c u tiv e  S e c re ta ry  
T h e  A u s tr a lia n  P re s s  C o u n cil  
S u ite  3 0 3 , 1 4 9  C a s t le r e a g h  St 
S y d n e y  N S W  2 0 0 0

P h o n e : (0 2 )  9 2 6 1  1 9 3 0  o r  (1 8 0 0 )  0 2  5 7 1 2
F a x : (0 2 )  9 2 6 7  6 8 2 6
E -M a il: in f o @ p r e s s c o u n c i l .o r g .a u

A  b o o k le t s e ttin g  o u t  th e  a im s , p r a c t ic e s  
a n d  p ro c e d u r e s  o f th e  C o u n cil is a v a ila b le  
fre e  fro m  th e  a b o v e  a d d r e s s .

It, t o g e th e r  w ith  o th e r  re le v a n t  m a te r ia l ,  
is a v a ila b le  fro m  th e  C o u n c il  w e b site :  
http://www.presscouncil.org.au/

MAILING LIST AND MAILING LABEL
If you change address and w ould like to continue to receive the Press 
C ouncil's publications, please advise the office of any such change.

Also, check the label on the envelope or w rapper to ensure that it is accurate. 
A ny correction to the inform ation on the label should be forwarded to the 
Press C ou ncil's office.

A s the News and all adjudications are now  published direct to the Internet, 
if you w ould prefer to access it that w ay and therefore w ant your nam e 
rem oved from the m ailing list for the printed version, please so advise the 
C ouncil's office. The Internet address is printed above.
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