
If Henry Parkes, Edmund Barton or 
Alfred Deakin were alive today, what 
would they think about the national 
parliament they helped create?

W hat’s happened to the vision they 
held and worked so hard to achieve?
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The answer to the first question will 
never tie known. Rut a new hx>k 

on parliament explores the answer to the 
second question through the views of 
various scholars.

Parliament, The Vision in Hindsight presents a 
collection of essays that examine some of the 
key issues that have challenged the federal 
parliament during its first century. The essays 
consider how parliament has exercised the 
powers granted to it under our Constitution, 
and ask what the past century has taught us 
about the role parliament should play and the 
powers it should have in the future.

“The powers vested in the national 
parliament have proved more than adequate 
in helping to secure the basic objectives of 
federation," says Professor Geoffrey Lindell 
(co-editor) in his introduction to the lxx>k. 
But the constitutional provisions granting 
legislative powers to the parliament, coupled 
with a generous interpretation of those 
powers by the High Court, have enabled the 
parliament to pass laws which “went far 
beyond what might have been contemplated 
at the time of federation”.

Among the important issues considered in 
the IxHik are federal-state relations, the 
federal conciliation and arbitration power, 
parliament’s changing role in treaty making, 
anti the success rate of efforts to bring about 
constitutional change.

An increase in the centralisation of power in 
Australia has been one of the consequences 
of the way parliament has exercised its 
legislative powers, says Professor Lindell.

“In nuxleni times it seems to have been 
accepted that the parliament possesses and is 
expected to exercise ample powers to make- 
laws for the control of the national economy, 
the exploitation of the nation’s resources and 
the environment. With the help of a 
generous interpretation accorded by the High 
Court to the legislative powers possessed by 
the Australian parliament, the same 
parliament has met the perceived demands of 
the welfare state in the 20th century.

"It remains to lx* seen how the parliament 
will respond to the more recent contraction 
of the role of government in the stxrial and 
economic affairs of our nation.”

Tlte new hook is the culmination of the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Library’s 
major Centenary of Federation project, the 
Vision in Hindsight. That project brought 
together a group of distinguished scholars to 
tell the story of how parliament has fashioned 
and reworked the intentions of those who 
crafted the Constitution.

In total, 15 research papers were produced for 
the project and 11 of those have been 
selected for inclusion in the book. Some of 
the papers were featured in 2001 editions of 
About the House. The full collection is 
available from the Parliamentary Library’s 
web site at:
www.aph.gov.au/library/pubs/vision.htm

Parliament, The Vision in Hindsight is edited by 
Professor Geoffrey Lindell (Professor of Law 
at the University of Melbourne) and

Bob Bennett (a researcher in the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Library). 
Published by The Federation Press (ISBN 
18628740%). Price: $77 (including G ST). ■

To order
Visit: www.federationpress.com.au 
Email: sales@federationpress.com.au 
Post: The Federation Press, PO Box 45, 
ANNANDALE NSW 2038 
Phone: (02) 9552 2200 
Fax: (02) 9552 1681

Write in and win
To win a copy of Parliament, The Vision 
in Hindsight write to us with your 
response to the following question:

If you were a Member of Parliament, 
what law would you introduce and why?

Mail, email or fax your response by 
31 May 2002 to:
Liaison and Projects Office 
House of Representatives 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA A C T 2600 
Email: liaison.reps@aph.gov.au 
Fax: (02) 6277 8521

Tlte two most interesting responses, as 
judged by the editorial team for About 
the House, will each receive a copy of the 
bcKik donated by The Federation Press 
and will have their entries published in a 
future issue of About the House.
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