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Statistics are now available for the first month of operation of
the VRB. For the four weeks preceding 1 March 1984, the VRB was
operating at only 40% of its listing capacity. Reasons for
under-utilisation of the VRB have been:

. the large number of hearings adjourned or postponed (37%
in the case of assessment applications and 20% in the
case entitlement applications); and

. delays in awaiting section 107VE reports from the
Department of Veterans' Affairs and advices from the
parties required under section 107VS (i.e. whether
parties wish to appear or be represented at a VRB
hearing).

There has been. a high percentage of Repatriation Commission
decisions set aside since the new system has come into operation
- 93% in the case of entitlement applications and 80% in the case
of assessment applications. This high level of overturned
decisions is primarily due to the litigation in the O'Brien case
which culminated in the High Court's decision referred to above
(page 32).
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Administrative Appeals Tribunal

New Appointments

Mr W.R. McComas was appointed a Deputy President of the Tribunal
on 3 March 1985. Mr McComas, a Sydney barrister with wide
business experience, was also appointed chairman of the Trade
Practices Commission for three years and has been granted leave
of absence from the Tribunal for the term of his appointment as
Trade Practices Commissioner.

Ms R.A. Layton of Adelaide was appointed a Deputy President on 21
March 1985. Ms Layton was formerly a Judge of the South
Australian Industrial Court, and is a member of the Security
Appeals Tribunal and a Chairperson of the Medicare Benefits
Review Committee.

Dr D.M. Sutherland of Melbourne was appointed a part-time member
on 21 March 1985 for a period of five years. Dr Sutherland is a
general practitioner in medicine, has extensive experience in
community health programs and is the State Director of the
Victorian Family Medicine Program.

Professor R.W. Webster of Melbourne was appointed a part-time
member on 21 March 1985 for a period of five years. Professor
Webster is the Chairman of the Department of Community Medicine
at the University of Melbourne, and was formerly the Deputy
Director of the Melbourne Cancer Institute and the Victorian
branch President of the Australian Medical Association.




