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REVIEWS
WITHOUT CONSENT
A  Television Documentary produced 

by David G o ld ie  for ABC Television.

D a v id  G o ld ie ’s tw o -p a r t  d o c u m e n ta ry  
W ithout C onsent r a i s e s  a  m i x e d  
re sp o n se . M y  f irs t  r e a c tio n  o n  se e in g  
th e  w o m e n  v ic t im s  o f  r a p e  s p e a k in g  
o u t  a b o u t th e ir  e x p e rie n c e s  is  p o s it iv e 
ly  h o p e f u l .  ‘W h a t  h a p p e n e d ’ i s  s o  
r a r e l y  e x p l a i n e d  in  a  c o n t e x t  t h a t  
a c c e p ts  th e  v ic t im ’s w o rd  a s  th e  tru th . 
T h e  o p p o rtu n ity  Without Consent p ro 
v id e d  fo r  w o m e n  to  sp e a k  is  in  sh a rp  
c o n t r a s t  to  a lm o s t  e v e ry  o th e r  p la c e  
w o m e n  sp e a k  —  a t  th e  p o lic e  s ta tio n , 
a t  co u rt, in  th e  c o m m u n ity  a t  la rg e . In  
each  o f  th o se  fo ru m s  th e  v ic tim  is m e t 
w ith  su sp ic io n  a n d  o f te n  d isb e lie f . S h e  
is  in v a r ia b ly  t e s te d  a b o u t  w h a t  s h e  
say s  h a p p e n e d  a n d  a b o u t h e r  c re d ib ili

ty-
T h e  d o c u m e n ta ry  a lso  sh o w e d  th a t 

th e  e f f e c t  o f  a l lo w in g  th e  w o m e n  to  
s p e a k  is  th a t  th e y  s p e a k  n o t  j u s t  fo r  
t h e m s e lv e s .  T h e  t r u e  im p a c t ,  lo n g  
t e r m ,  o n  t h e i r  l i v e s  n e c e s s a r i l y  
in c lu d e s  th e  im p a c t  th a t  th e ir  e x p e r i 
e n c e  h a d  o n  th e ir  fa m ily  a n d  f r ie n d s  
a n d  th e  c o m m u n ity .  D a v id  G o ld ie  is 
s e n s i t i v e  to  t h i s .  H e  s u p p o r t s  t h e  
b ro a d e r  v ie w  o f  th e  im p a c t  o f  ra p e  b y  
in te rv ie w in g  fa m ily  a n d  fr ie n d s , c o n 
n e c tin g  th e  v ic tim  w ith  th e  c o m m u n i
ty , a n d  o v e rc o m in g  th e  s tig m a  o f  th e  
is o la te d  v ic tim . T h e  s u p p o r t  o f  th e se  
p e o p le  in  tu rn  o v e r c o m e s  th e  m y th s  
a b o u t  t h e  v i c t i m  w h o  i s  s o  o f t e n  
b ra n d e d  a s  h a v in g  ‘b ro u g h t  i t  a ll  o n  
h e r s e l f  o r  ‘a sk e d  fo r  i t ’.

T h e  s t r a ig h t f o r w a r d  a p p r o a c h  o f  
re v e la tio n  w o rk s  fo r  th e  w o m e n  w h o  
a p p e a r  e m p o w e r e d  b y  s p e a k in g  o u t  
a n d  p r o v i d i n g  c o n f i r m a t i o n  t h a t  
w o m e n  c a n  su rv iv e .

T h e se  p o s i t iv e  re sp o n se s  to  Without 
Consent b e c o m e  m ix e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  
w ith  n e g a tiv e s ,  c r e a t in g  a  c o n fu s io n  
th e  a u d ie n c e  c a n n o t  b e  e x p e c te d  to  
u n ra v e l u n a ss is te d .

T h e  u s e f u ln e s s  o f  r e v e la t io n  a s  a  
m e c h a n is m  o f  c h a n g e  is  f r u s t r a t e d  
w h e n  i t  is  a p p l ie d  to  a g e n ts  th a t w ill 
n o t  c h a n g e .  S im p le  d is c lo s u r e ,  i f  i t

e v e r  w a s  e n o u g h ,  is  h e r e  a g a in  n o t  
e n o u g h  to  c a u s e  c h a n g e s  in  t h e  
b e h a v io u r  o f  v io le n t  m e n  c o n c e rn in g  
ra p e  a n d  a s s a u l t  a g a in s t  w o m e n  a n d  
c h ild re n . B y  p e rm ittin g  th e  ra p is ts  to  
sp eak , G o ld ie  a llo w s  th e  ra p is ts  e q u a l 
r ig h ts  to  le g it im is e  th e ir  v ie w  o f  th e  
w o r ld .  F o r  t h i s  r e a s o n  th e  r a p i s t s  
s h o u ld  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  p e r m i t t e d  to  
sp ea k  a s  th e y  d id .

A s  th e  ra p is ts  e x p la in  th e ir  ‘su rg e  
o f  p o w e r ’ e x p e r ie n c e  th ro u g h  th e  a c t 
o f  ra p e , th e  d o c u m e n ta ry  p re s e n ts  to  
th e  a u d ie n c e  an  a m b ig u o u s  m o ra l c o n 
tex t. I t  c o n d o n e s  th e  v ie w  th a t w h ile  
th e re  is th e  p o te n tia l  to  ra p e , w o m e n  
w ill b e  ra p e d . T h is  te rro r is e s  w o m e n  
w ith o u t in  a n y  w a y  re so lv in g  th e  p ro b 
lem .

G o ld ie  c o m p o u n d e d  h is  e r r o r  b y  
fa ilin g  to  c e n su re  th e  ra p is ts . T h e  m e s 
sag e  th a t ra p e  is p ro h ib ite d  b e h a v io u r  
a ttra c tin g  p u n ish m e n t a n d  d e p riv a tio n  
o f  th e  o f fe n d e r’s lib e rty  w a s  se r io u s ly  
co m p ro m ise d .

W h a t  is  th e  m e s s a g e  th e n ?  T h a t  
m en  h a v e  to  m a k e  a  c h o ic e  a b o u t w h o  
th ey  w a n t to  be: ra p is ts  o r  n o n -rap is ts?  
B u t  c h o ic e  s h o u ld  n o t  c o m e  in to  it . 
T h e  m e s s a g e  s h o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  lo u d  
a n d  c le a r  ju s t  lik e  th e  o ld  ad ag e: even 
i f  m e n  c a n n o t  c o n t ro l  th e i r  e r e c t io n  
th ey  ca n  c o n tro l w h a t  th ey  d o  w ith  it.

T h e  d o c u m e n ta r y  n e e d e d  to  p r o 
v id e  in c e n tiv e s  to  m en  to  c h a n g e  th e ir  
v ie w  o f  w o m e n  a n d  w h a t  th e y  d o  to  
w o m e n  v io le n tly . B y  b e in g  n o t  o n ly  
h e a r d  b u t  h e a r d  w i t h o u t  a n y  c o n 
f ro n ta tio n , th e  ra p is ts  b e c a m e  p a r t  o f  
th e  o n g o in g  fo rc e s  a g a in s t  th e  p o s s i 
b ility  o f  ch an g e .

In  th e  v a c u u m  le f t  b y  th is  fa ilu re , 
t h e  s e n s a t i o n a l  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  
o f f e n c e s  a n d  o f f e n d e r s  w a s  u s e d  to  
h o ld  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  th e  a u d ie n c e .  
G o ld ie  h im se lf  id e n tif ie d  th is  w h e n  h e  
said :

The problem I ’ve had all the time is 
that the story is sensational . . .  It’s a 
very fine, delicate line that you can so 
easily cross. All the time I had to keep 
asking myself if I had gone too far.1

T h is  q u es tio n  sh o u ld  n o t h a v e  b e e n  
n e c e ssa ry  i f  th e  w o m a n -c e n tre d  a n a ly 
s is  f r o m  th e  v ic t im  in te r v ie w s  w a s  
c o n tin u ed .

I t is  u n fa ir  o f  D a v id  G o ld ie  to  fo is t 
in fo rm a tio n  o n  a n  a u d ie n c e  w h ic h  is 
n o t u s e fu l  to  th e m  b u t  w h ic h  is  v e ry  
u s e f u l  t o  p o t e n t i a l  r a p i s t s  a n d  
assa u lte rs . T h e re  is n o  la c k  o f  fo ren sic  
in v e s t i g a t io n  in to  r a p i s t s  a n d  w h a t  
th e y  th in k  th a t c o u ld  h a v e  b e e n  u se d  
in  th e  d o c u m e n ta r y .  P s y c h o lo g i s t s ,  
d o c to rs ,  c o u n s e llo r s  a n d  la w y e rs  a re  
re a d ily  a v a ila b le  to  g iv e  in fo rm a tio n  
an d  e x p la n a tio n s  to  an  in q u irin g  p u b 
lic , to g e th e r  w ith  th e  a p p ro p ria te  c e n 
su re  o f  th e  b e h a v io u r .

B y  th e  e n d  o f  th e  d o c u m e n ta ry  i t  
b e c a m e  c le a r  w h e r e  th e  p ro b le m  o f  
D a v id  G o ld ie ’s p ro d u c tio n  s ta r te d  —  
w ith  th e  title . Without Consent i ts e lf  is  
fo r  so m e  a n  a m b ig u o u s  c o m m e n t o n  
ra p e  —  a s  i t  d o e s  n o t  sh o w  ra p e  a s  a  
p u n ish a b le  o ffen ce .

T h e s e  m ix e d  m e s s a g e s  s e v e r e ly  
re d u c e  th e  v a lu e  o f  th e  d o cu m en ta ry . I 
w a s  l e f t  c a r r y in g  t e r r i f y in g  im a g e s  
w i t h o u t  a n y  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  t h a t  
p o te n tia l ra p is ts  a re  b e in g  d e te rred .
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T h e re  is  e n o rm o u s  p e r s o n a l  p a in  fo r  
the  re la tiv e s  o f  a n y  p e rso n  w h o  d ie s  in  
u n n a tu ra l c irc u m sta n c e s . B u t th a t p a in  
m u s t b e  m a g n if ie d  e x p o n e n tia lly  w h e n  
a  lo v e d  o n e  is sh o t  d e a d  b y  p o lic e  a n d  
th e n , w h e n  n o  lo n g e r  a b le  to  d e fe n d  
th e  a lle g a tio n s , is  a c c u s e d  o f  v a r io u s  
c r im in a l a c ts  a n d  a sso c ia tio n s . W h e n , 
in  a d d itio n , a  s e e m in g ly  in te rm in a b le
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