
W OM EN’S SUFFRAGE CENTENARY 
SOUTH AUSTRALIA 1894-1994  
Votes fo r  Women

This year South Australia has been 
celebrating the changes to the South 
Australian Constitution that gave 
women the vote and the right to stand 
for election to Parliament. South 
Australia has particular claims as the 
first State to enable women to stand 
for Parliament. It took 65 years to get
the first women elected to
Parliament of South Australia (Jessie 
Cooper and Joyce Steele in 1959) and 
only 22 women have taken up the 
challenge in 100 years.

Many activities are being held over 
the year to celebrate this achievement. 
These include an International 
Conference on ‘Women, Power and 
Politics’ in October. There is an 
exciting range of speakers from 
around the world including Glenda 
Jackson, MP, Dr Marilyn Waring, 
Professor Catharine Stimpson and 
Margareta Winberg. Details can be 
obtained from the Conference 
Secretariat tel (08) 363 1307.

the

On the 100th anniversary of the 
women’s suffrage petition being 
presented to the Parliament, the event 
will be recreated by young women 
from six metropolitan state and 
independent girls’ schools. Following 
a procession through the city streets to

the Parliament, the modern day 
petition containing the signatures of 16 
to 18 year-old young women from 
South Australia and Northern 
Territory, will be presented to the 
Minister of the Status of Women and 
other women MPs. Contact the 
Women’s Suffrage Centenary 
Secretariat for more information on tel 
(08) 207 2200.

In the legal area, a series of five free 
one-hour twilight lectures on 
‘Women’s Lives and the Law’ was 
held in March sponsored by 
Finlaysons. Between 200 and 300 
people attended each session. Speakers 
were Lindy Powell on ‘Individual 
rights based on justice rather than 
gender’; Robyn Layton, QC on 
‘Women at home and on the streets’; 
Vickie Chapman ‘You’ve come a long 
way babe -  but the journey is not over 
yet’; Natascha McNamara AM, MBE 
on ‘White man’s law -  its impact on 
South Australian women’; Professor 
Rebecca Bailey-Harris ‘Achieving real 
equality for women: the challenges of 
the 21st century’. The papers are now 
available from Heather Dowling, 
Finlaysons, GPO Box 1244, Adelaide 
5001 for $50.00 a set of five lectures: 
tel (08) 235 7865 for details.

Planning is now underway for the 
Legal Services Commission of South 
Australia’s 1994 conference, 19-21 
August to be held at HOchstens at 
Hahndorf. It will feature special 
sessions to celebrate the Women’s 
Suffrage Centenary when South 
Australian women gained the right to 
vote and stand for Parliament in South 
Australia. Her Excellency, the 
Honourable Dame Roma Mitchell, 
AC, DBE, the first woman judge in 
South Australia and the first woman 
Governor of South Australia will 
deliver the opening address. Topical 
issues such as Gender Bias and its 
Effect on the Outcome of Trials, the 
Credibility of Witnesses and the 
Provision of Witness Statements and 
other Evidence by Prosecutions -  How 
Should it be Approached ? will be very 
interesting to criminal lawyers and 
general legal practitioners. For details 
see the program available from George 
Hatzirodos on tel (08) 205 0108.

LIZ AHERN
Liz Ahem works at the Legal Services 
Commission, South Australia
Thanks to the Women’s Suffrage 
Centenary Secretariat for information 
from their newsletters and the use of 
their logo.
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