
‘SIT DOWN GIRLIE’
Legal issues from a feminist perspective

BOO HISS
The Sydney Morning Herald (7 Sep
tember 1996) carried an article about a 
lunch to which Girlie would just love to 
have been invited. The fourth annual 
Ernie Awards lunch was held in the 
Harbour City recently and one of the 
awards given was the ‘Gold Ernie’ for 
the ‘Most Bestial Remark of the Year’. 
The award is named for former Austra
lian Workers’ Union Secretary, Ernie 
Ecob, and the winner this year was Gir
lie’s favourite, Mr Ron Gethring, the 
infamous Perth Magistrate mentioned 
in Girlie in August.

Mr Gethring secured the Gold Ernie 
for remarking, when dismissing a 
charge against a man who had stalked a 
woman for seven years, ‘I do not think 
he was intimidating her. He was just 
being persistent ... like a puppy dog 
wagging his tail’.

It was a close race, for the second 
place getter was an unnamed New 
South Wales-magistrate who told a fe
male defendant to ‘come back when 
your IQ is as high as your skirt’.

NEWS FROM THE FRONT
It’s still ugly out there, if an article in 
the Queensland Courier Mail (18 Sep
tember 1996) is any guide. In an article 
titled ‘ Mum-to-be fights sacking’ Girlie 
read of the outrageous demands placed 
on Salena Battes, a ‘person Friday’ in 
an Ipswich panel beating shop. Ms Bat
tes was employed to work in the office 
of the shop and perform reception du
ties. Her employer became a little con
fused about the sort of reception she was 
meant to be giving and ordered her to 
jump out of a birthday cake naked at one 
of her male colleague’s birthday party. 
He then tried to set her up as a mistress 
for a millionaire on a house-boat on the 
Brisbane River. Ms Battes told her boss, 
Mr Sensitive, that she was two months 
pregnant and ... he sacked her!

Ms Battes has brought an action in 
the Queensland Industrial Relations Com
mission for unlawful dismissal and a 
separate action in that State’s Anti-Dis
crimination Commission for unlawful 
discrimination on the grounds of preg
nancy.

Her employer declined to comment. 
Its name? S & D Body Works (does that 
stand for Sexism and Discrimination?)

BOYS W ILL BE BOYS ... OR 
W ILL THEY?
The Defence Department is wor
ried, according to a report in 
the Melbourne Sunday Age 
(11 August 1996). It seems 
that the Department has a 
few concerns about the ef
fect of proposed sexuality 
discrimination legislation 
on military life. The legisla
tion, which is presently in Bill 
form, outlaws discrimination 
on the basis of sexuality or trans
gender. It allows people to iden
tify themselves as male or female 
depending on their feelings or appear
ance rather than on their chromosomes.

The Defence Department, in its sub
missions to the Senate Legal and Consti
tu tional References Com m ittee, 
indicated that the proposed law would 
have two main detrimental outcomes. 
First, it would be ‘possible for a man to 
identify and dress as a woman in order 
to avoid combat duties’ and second, it 
would be possible for the opposite to 
occur and then we would have women 
dressed as men performing combat du
ties. The overall impact of all this flurry 
of fatigues, is a ‘prejudicial effect on 
team cohesion and discipline’. Even 
more worrisome are those practical dif
ficulties such as ‘guidelines for the use 
of toilets and showering facilities’. 
(Surely each person in uniform can fig
ure that out by themselves?) Given 
these concerns, the Defence Force is 
ready to seek an exemption from the 
transgender sections of the Bill if it were 
to be passed, partly because of the ‘issue 
of cross-dressing on the battlefields’. 
Girlie can see it now — ‘Priscilla,, 
Queen o f the Barracks’\

OVERPAID, OVERSEXED AND 
OVER HERE?
Still on the subject of the armed forces, 
it seems that the Queensland Govern
ment and the Catholic Church are 
poised for a bit of a fight. The Courier 
Mail (18 September 1996) reports that 
the Catholic Church in the Sunshine State

has condemned calls for the Queens
land Government to relax prostitution 
laws in time for the expected influx of 
17,000 servicemen involved in military 
exercises next year off the central coast.

Current Queensland law allows 
prostitutes to work alone from 

their own home and outlaws 
all other forms of prostitu
tion, including brothels and 
street p rostitu tion. The 
Archbishop, John Bath- 
ersby, has said that the ex
isting laws serve ‘public 
morality in Queensland 
well’, and warned that any 

weakening would cause a 
threat to families. Towns

ville-based Senator Reynolds 
has warned that under the exist

ing laws American servicemen could 
be arrested during next March’s exer
cise in Shoalwater Bay, causing ‘great 
embarrassment to Queensland’. The 
Archbishop is quoted as replying ‘I 
think it would be a good thing to be 
embarrassed about’.

Senator Reynolds is concerned about 
what services would be provided to edu
cate women and counsel those who con
tracted sexually transmitted diseases, had 
unplanned pregnancies or were sexually 
harassed or assaulted. What about also 
counselling the servicemen for whom it 
seems these things are just part of the 
fallout from their ‘R & R’ ? What about 
also counselling the idiot who thought 
of the name of the military exercise 
which has caused this pre-emptive fuss 
— ‘Tandem Thrust’?

STUDIES HAVE SHOWN ..
A piece in the Melbourne Sunday Age 
(14 July 1996) revealed something that 
Girlie already suspected. A study by an 
Australian geneticist, Gillian Turner, 
published in the ‘Lancet ‘ medical jour
nal, has found that women carry the 
gene for intelligence on their X-chro- 
mosome and are solely responsible for 
passing it on to their sons as boys inherit 
only one X chromosome. As the Sunday 
Age advised, this finding suggests that 
men should think with their heads and not 
other parts of their anatomy when choos
ing the mothers of their children.

Dee Vyne
Dee Vyne is a Feminist Lawyer.
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