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feminists who wish to tease it out —
seems particularly perverse, [p.6]

Naffine argues that despite the un
disputed maleness o f crime, the gender 
question remains an afterthought, with 
criminologists failing to see the sex o f  
their subjects, a myopia which extends 
beyond criminology.

The situation is not quite that bleak. 
Recently there has been a m ove by 
som e mainstream crim inologists to 
consider the ‘man question’. For exam
ple, in M ascu lin ities an d  C rim e  (1993), 
M esserschm idt exp lic itly  relies on 
feminist theories in order to formulate 
his ideas. Apart from these recent 
moves, Naffine’s argument that there is 
a lack o f engagement with feminist 
theories in mainstream criminology is 
generally accurate.

The exposition o f major shifts in ap
proaches to criminological knowledge 
in the first half o f Fem inism  an d  C rim i
n ology  establishes Naffine’s ability to 
work within mainstream frameworks, a 
skill she argues is necessary in order for 
a feminist criminologist to have any 
authority or recognition. This section is 
not intended to be exhaustive, and stu
dents would need to read other crimi
n o lo g y  texts to su pp lem ent their  
knowledge in this area. Naffine’s expo
sition of criminological theories has the 
advantage o f being enjoyable and read
able, whilst providing tools for critical 
evaluation.

However, Naffine succeeds almost 
too well in her quest to establish a con
nection between mainstream criminol
ogy and fem inist responses, despite 
stating that criminology ‘... simply be
gins to reflect the shifts in thought 
which are occurring in the broader cul
ture o f ideas’ (p.39). The first half o f the 
book comes dangerously close to sug
gesting that feminist critiques demon
strating the inadequacies o f theories 
were the catalyst for shifts in main
stream criminological thought.

Although the first half o f the book is 
not particularly new, it is well written 
and provides a useful foundation for the 
second half. Naffine doesn’t discard ear
lier feminist theory but explicitly relies 
on combinations of feminisms, recog
nising that these have contributed to 
current practices. It is in the application 
of these theories that Naffine is most 
exciting and controversial. The second 
half o f the book is entitled ‘Effecting 
Change’ and N affine considers the 
potential for relocating and reinterpret
ing the sexes. Her consideration o f  
cr im e f ic t io n  p r o v id e s  w e ig h ty

justification for reliance on literature 
when theorising.

Of particular interest is Naffine’s 
critique o f the characterisation of sex
ual relations in the crime o f rape. Naf
fin e counterpoints orthodox m ale 
understandings o f  their ow n and 
women’s sexuality, with courtesans. 
She argues that:

the form of sexuality expressed in the 
crime of rape, and notionally prohibited 
by rape laws, is an extension of domi
nant (masculine) understandings of ac
ceptable sexuality, [p.99]

The crime of rape casts men in a spe
cific relation to women, with men as the 
initiator, proposing sex to another, who 
either accepts or does not. According to 
this conception, sexual relations are 
unidirectional, with strong seducers 
and the woman who wishes to be se
duced.

Naffine introduces a woman’s view
point as a way of demonstrating that the 
male perspective is a perspective and 
not the world. The viewpoint that she 
relies upon is that o f courtesans in In
dia, arguing that they self-consciously 
‘do gender’, using feminine wiles to 
manipulate men. Naffine is careful to 
argue that their ironic use o f feminine 
wiles are weapons of the weak, within 
the context o f the superior economic 
power o f their customers.

I found this chapter the most intrigu
ing and challenging. In a book focusing 
predominantly on British and Ameri
can criminologists, the reliance on the 
experiences o f courtesans in India was 
quite surprising. Further, Naffine’s ar
guments in this chapter seemed incom
plete, with the result that I felt Naffine 
had not justified her reliance on this ex
ample. It was not until the final chapter 
that I realised what Naffine was doing.

Fem inism  an d C rim inology  is al
most two books in one, with a split be
tween an exposition and critique of 
mainstream crim inological thought, 
and the application o f current theories. 
It is possible to read chapters on their 
own, but Naffine expressly builds on 
ideas which she has discussed earlier. 
Fem inism  an d C rim inology  is an enjoy
able and thought-provoking text. I read 
the book quickly, but have continued to 
discuss the second half o f the book with 
friends. Students who have read the 
book have stated that it has changed 
their perspective of mainstream crimi
nology. Great read.
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Violence against 
Filipino women in Australia

Chris Cunneen and Julie Stubbs; 
The Institute o f Crim inology  
Monograph Series, The Institute 
of Criminology, Sydney, 1997; 
150 pp; softcover.

In the past two decades there has been 
anecdotal evidence that young Filipino 
women brought to Australia as fiancees 
or spouses of, usually much older, Aus
tralian men, are being exploited as ‘sex 
slaves’ and suffering from high rates o f  
domestic violence. This monograph is 
the first study to investigate how such 
violence culminates in the homicide of 
Filipino women and children. It reveals 
that Filipino bom women aged between 
20 and 39 are 5.6 times more likely than 
other Australian women in the same 
age group to be victims o f domestic 
hom icide. In their analysis o f  the 
known 27 deaths or ‘disappearances’ o f  
Filipino born women and/or their chil
dren betw een 1980 and 1994, the 
authors also examine the gendered, 
racialised and international relations 
character o f the homicides. Although 
they were hampered by insufficient in
formation and data about the homicides 
to be able to generalise their findings, 
the authors have nevertheless made an 
important contribution to dom estic 
violence research not only in Australia 
but also in the other western countries 
which legitimate the ‘mail order bride’ 
practices from third world Asian coun
tries.

The monograph is divided into three 
sections which cover the theoretical 
and practical framework for the study, 
the homicide cases and the effects o f  
sexualised and racialised representa
tions o f Filipino women in advertising, 
‘introduction’ agencies and on the 
Internet. Chapters one to three review  
the literature which demands that any 
sound research o f violence against Fili
pino women in first world countries 
must be done with an ‘intersectional’ 
analysis; that is, the violence is not just 
again st w om en b eca u se  they are 
women (gendered) but because they 
have been constructed as ‘A sia n ’ 
(racialised) and therefore exotic, and 
because their migration to first world 
countries as wives and workers is part 
of the international political economy.
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There is also a detailed description o f  
the obstacles faced by Filipino women 
in Australia which make it difficult for 
them to report violence, seek protection 
orders or use services such as refuges. 
The study is thus very well grounded in 
the current feminist and criminological 
d eb a tes w h ich  d ea l w ith  fa m ily  
violence.

Section two o f the monograph pro
vides those details which are available 
concerning the 27 cases being studied. 
The authors acknowledge the inade
quacy o f these data, collected, as they 
were, from HREOC files and the Centre 
for Philippine Concerns. The quantity 
and quality o f information varies con
siderably and they suspect that there are 
gaps and omissions for years at a time. 
Notwithstanding these methodological 
shortcomings, the cases are stark and 
disturbing evidence o f the authors’ con
tention  that som e young F ilip in o  
women and their children are at grave 
risk o f suffering violence and even  
death when they are sponsored to mi
grate by Australian men.

For example, two men had previ
ously had Filipino wives and one other 
man had made an application for further 
introductions the day before he killed 
his present wife (p.89). There are also 
disparities in how each case was inves
tigated and prosecuted as well as in the 
sentences meted out where the killer 
was convicted (p.82) —  one man was

acquitted and several had murder 
charges reduced to manslaughter. One 
man was not prosecuted because the 
bodies o f mother and child were never 
found although there was circumstan
tial evidence and the husband remained 
the prime suspect (p.63). In their dis
cussion o f these cases, the authors suc
cessfu lly  link  the in tersections o f  
gender, race, and class with the vio
lence perpetrated on Filipino ‘brides’.

In section three and the appendices, 
further proof is provided o f how Fili
pino women are racialised in advertis
ing, in publicity for ‘introduction’ 
agencies and on the Internet as the 
‘ideal’ women o f male fantasy. Finally, 
the international relations aspect o f the 
research is confirmed as the authors 
demonstrate how the pressures to earn 
foreign exchange in third world coun
tries plays into the hands o f first world 
interests willing to exploit women as 
wives and cheap labour.

However, some questions remain 
unanswered as a result o f deficiencies 
in the data. Although the study is very 
well documented and carefully quali
fied in most areas, I would have liked to 
k n ow  w hat p ro p o rtio n  o f  th e se  
Filipina-Australian marriages are rep
resented in the hom icide numbers. 
When reading the cases, for instance, I 
wondered if the men who killed their 
Filipino wives might have killed any 
wife. Certainly many of them had been

married before with histories o f vio
lence, had suffered psychiatric illnesses 
or been in prison. My question might 
therefore be: is it the type o f man who 
seeks a Filipino w ife which makes 
these women so vulnerable? Perhaps 
the question cannot be answered with
out further research.

In terms o f the structure and lan
guage o f the monograph, I found it to be 
well written and accessible. It will be 
useful for legal personnel, social work
ers, refuges and the staff o f outreach 
services who come into contact with 
Filipino women. However, it might 
have been better to have the cases inte
grated into the analysis. It was a little 
confusing in chapter five to have to 
keep referring back to the previous 
chapter for details and it would have 
saved some repetition. An index too, 
would have been welcome.

Nevertheless, this monograph is a 
significant addition to existing knowl
edge of domestic violence and its con
sequences. It is thoroughly researched 
and its limitations do not detract from 
its sophisticated analysis. As such, it is 
like an exploratory study which is not 
definitive but certainly raises important 
issues o f which we need to be made 
aware.
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MORE MENTIONS
CAPSICUM  SPRAY

All States and Territory police forces in 
Australia have now introduced or are 
considering introducing a controversial 
new chemical weapon called capsicum  
spray.

Victoria Police are the first police 
force in Australia to make the spray 
weapon standard equipment for all op
erational police.

The Western Suburbs Legal Service 
has developed a com prehensive re
source library o f local and overseas ma
terial relating to the way capsicum  
spray has been used, medical, safety 
and civil liberties concerns. The re
sources are designed for use and distri
bution to lawyers acting for people who 
have been sprayed, community work
ers, students, activists and thofce who 
want to know more about the spray.

The legal service also wants to hear 
from anybody who has been sprayed by 
police.

Contact: Jude McCulloch or Marcus 
Clayton on (03) 9391 2244.

VICTORIA LAW FOUNDATION 
IDEAS INCENTIVE SCHEM E
The Foundation is trialling a new  
schem e called  the Ideas Incentive  
Scheme. The scheme seeks to channel 
creative ideas from the community into 
Foundation projects —  by offering 
organisations a fee for ideas that 
becom e Foundation projects. The 
Scheme in no way diminishes the Foun
dation’s existing Grants Program.

To apply, an organisation must first 
elect whether it intends to apply for a 
grant to carry out the project itself or 
whether it wants to offer an idea for a 
project to the Foundation. To apply to 
the Ideas Incentive Scheme a project

outline o f approximately two pages, 
containing a clear description o f the 
project, the need for the project, a gen
eral plan for its execution and global es
timate o f its cost is submitted.

For m ore in fo rm a tio n  co n ta ct  
Noelene Gration on (03) 9602 2877 or 
email noeleneg@viclf.asn.au

Editing/proofreading
For writing, editing or 
proofreading, contact:

Lynn Buchanan 
(03) 9484 4439

Specialising in clear, easy-to- 
understand law-related information. 
Many years experience with the 
Lawyers Practice manual (Vic) as 
well as project work with Victoria 
Legal mid Aid and Victoria Law 
Foundation.

206 ALTERNATIVE LAW JOURNAL

mailto:noeleneg@viclf.asn.au

