
Achievements

LSNT Solicitor receives Queens 
Birthday Honours

The Law Society’s Professional 
Standards and Ethics Solicitor, 
Josephine Stone, is "thrilled” to 
have been awarded the Australia 
Medal for her service to the com­
munity and law.
"It was thrilling and very unex­
pected,” she said of her Queens 
Birthday honour announced in 
June.
Mrs Stone's husband, former 
Northern Territory Chief Minis­
ter, Shane Stone, was awarded 
the Companion of the Order of 
Australia in last year's awards. 
Currently the head of the Office of 
Ethics and Professional Standards 
at the Law Society, Mrs Stone also 
has an impressive background in 
community work, which she said 
she became involved in so she 
could contribute to local society 
and enjoy the company of like- 
minded women.
"The focus is always the reason for 
the fundraising, be it handicapped 
children in Alice Springs or flood 
affected victims in Katherine but 
the friendships you make along 
the way are also very rewarding,” 
she said.
Mrs Stone first became involved 
in community work with the 
Zonta Club in Alice Springs, and 
later went on to support several 
charities through her husband’s 
work as Chief Minister.
In 1998 she was invited to be the 
Chair of the Red Cross Katherine 
Flood Appeal, and her efforts 
were instrumental in the raising 
of almost $2million in cash and 
in-kind assistance for victims.
Mrs Stone and her husband Shane 
moved to the Northern Territory 
in 1986, where they joined a legal 
firm in Alice Springs before setting 
up their own practice, Stone and 
Stone. At that time, Josephine was

Josephine Stone AM

one of tlie few Territory women to 
achieve a frill equity partnership in 
a mainstream law practice.
She was active in the community 
in Alice Springs, serving as dis­
trict President of Zonta, and on 
the Northern Territory Womens 
Advisory Council, which directly 
advised the Chief Minister of the 
day on policies affecting women 
in tlie Territory.
Mrs Stone went on to work for the 
Office of the Australian Govern­
ment Solicitor, and then supported 
her husband as he began a decade- 
long political career.
The couple moved to Darwin, 
where Mrs Stone worked initially 
for the Office of the Australian 
Government Solicitor and then as 
Manager, Assignments for the NT 
Legal Aid Commission.
She continued with her community 
involvement while she supported 
her husband in his Asian Relations 
and Trade Ministerial role, at home 
and abroad.
Mrs Stone has continued her

community involvement through 
her children's school, St Marys, 
serving at various times as board 
member, fund raiser and convenor 
of the Alumni Association.
Mrs Stone told Balance that her 
family and fellow volunteers have 
provided solid support for her 
humanitarian efforts.
"The family is pleased, and for my 
part I have to say that it was a team 
effort. I gratefully acknowledge 
the inspiration and encouragement 
of Shane and the forbearance of 
the kids, Jack [17] and Madeleine 
[11], who at times did not see 
much of me,” she said.
"Having come to Australia from 
post-war Europe with nothing 
but the clothes on her back, my 
mother is thrilled to see her child 
recognised in this way. I guess it 
is a vindication for all those non- 
English speaking migrant families 
who struggled socially and finan­
cially to see what can happen in
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one or two generations.
"I am most appreciative of tlie 
solid support of all those team 
members who were with me every 
step of the way, my fellow volun­
teers who have not received the 
public acknowledgement I have,” 
she said.
Mrs Stone said anyone can con­
tribute to a fundraising effort or 
community project.
"It doesn't have to be writing the 
big cheque or providing hi-tech 
know how, it can be as simple as 
contributing ideas, time, bringing 
along other volunteers, or provid­
ing moral support,” she said. 
"Every little bit counts and if 
everyone gave that little bit, just 
imagine what we could do.”
Mrs Stone's investiture will occur 
later in the year, at which her med­
als will be formally presented by 
tlie Administrator.

Hie Law Society congratulates 
Bridgid Cowling who was 
presented with the Law Society 
Northern Territory Medal & Prize 
at the Charles Darwin University 
Prize Night on 2 May.

The award, presented by Law So­
ciety President, Allison Robertson, 
acknowledged Bridgid as the most 
outstanding Graduate Diploma of 
Legal Practice graduand in 2006.

Law Society Northern Territory! President Allison Robertson with 
winner Bridgid Cowling

New from Charles Darwin University Press...
In 1999, some Aboriginal men employed a lawyer, Chris Howse, to seek out injustices 
to Aboriginal people wherever they may be found. And to agitate them in the civil 
courts of the Northern Territory. With a four wheel drive, a rented office and a 
complete tack of any secretarial help, he issued and brought to conclusion more than 
thirty pieces of litigation on behalf of the Aboriginal public including many coronial 
inquests. Talking to people. Getting their stories where they lived, be it never so 
remote. Getting back to Darwin and fighting in the court room. This was his modus 
operandi. Even if it caused a bit of trouble. It caused a great deal of trouble...

Living Heart is the story of that abundant life of the Aboriginal Territory.
Flourishing yet, even in the worst of strife. It tells of what It will take to transform how 
we approach the Aboriginal way. And how worthwhile things are to be done, not 
because they are easy, but because they are hard.

Chris Howse worked as a barrister for several years in Melbourne. He has since 
worked as a criminal lawyer in the Northern Territory, and as Executi ve Officer of the 
Aboriginal Justice Advocacy Committee.

ISBN-13: 978-0-9803846-0-4

ORDER FORM Email: bookshop@cdu.edu.au
Fax/Post to: CDU Bookshop, PO Box U476, CDtl Rost Office, NT 0815

Name _________________________________________________________________

Address_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________ Postcode______

Please supply_____copies of Living Heart at $XX,XX each plus P&P of $X,XX (total
$XX.XX each)*

□ Credit card No___________________________ expiry date_________
□ Cheque enclosed

For all bulk orders: please contact Charles Darwin University Bookshop
(^Prices listed are In Australian dollars. Postage shown above refers to Express Post 

within Australia. For other postage options, please contact the CDU Bookshop.)

Launch of Chris Howse’s book 
“Living Heart”

at the Supreme Court (subject to approval) 
on

Friday 20 July 2007 at 5:30pm 
Refreshments provided 

for further information contact Christine 
Edward of CDU Press 

on 8946 6801 or at cdupress@cdu.edu.au

Chris Howse

www.cdu.edu.au/cdupress
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