
Review of the front page of the Land Rights Act!

A Law Society member provided 
this contribution to Balance

What follows is an extract of the 
transcript of a recent hearing in the 
High Court of Australia, where Mr 
Burmester QC, representing the 
Commonwealth, sought to hand 
up some pages from J Reeves QC, 
Building on Land Rights for the 
Next Generation, The Review of the 
Aboriginal Land Rights (Northern 
Territory) Act 1976, (1998):

"Kirby J: Who was Mr Reeves? 
Did Mr Reeves hold an office or is 
this a textbook?

Mr Burmester: He was appointed 
specifically to report on and review 
the front page of the Land Rights 
Act in 1998."

With such a limited term of refer
ence, one wonders why it took 9 
months and resulted in a report 
comprising 618 pages.

The Muster Room

Amusing happenings from within the legal profession, weddings, births, 
firm changes - we want to know about it!

SEND YOUR GOSSIP OR NEWS TO MUSTER ROOM - 

publicrelations@lawsocnt.asn.au
Contributions can be printed anonymously on request.

Upcoming CPD seminars
January 2009
28 January 2009 Discussion with Family Rela
tionship Centre what they do
29 January 2009 Construction Contracts (Secu
rity of Payment) Act

February 2009
5 February 2009 Legislation and Legal Profes
sion Update Barbara Bradshaw (Alice Springs)

9 February 2009 Economic Developments Ian 
Prince

10 February 2009 Intervention update Michael 
O’Donnell

12 February 2009 Brief Counsel Alistair Wyvill

18 February 2009 Native Title Justice Reeves

19 February 2009 “A Hitchhikers Guide to the 
Youth Justice Court” Julie Franz

19 February 2009 Advocacy in Criminal Law 
Justice Trevor Riley (Alice Springs)

19 - 20th February 2009 Negotiation Native Title 
(Melbourne)

26 February 2009 Shareholders rights and 
remedies Geoff Clift

March 2009

12 March 2009 Top 10 Tips for Attraction and Reten
tion of Staff Kriss Wills Consulting

12 March 2009 Managing Across the Generations 
Kriss Wills Consulting

13 March 2009 Top tips for Effective Communica
tion Kriss Wills Consulting

Talking Money, unpaid accounts, giving constructive 
feedback and managing difficult clients

13 March 2009 Taming your Email Kriss Wills 
Consulting

16 March 2009 Ethics and Cross Examination Caro
line Heske

17 March 2009 Information on Aboriginal customary 
law and community views - interplay between section 
104A if the Sentencing Act and section 91 of the 
Northern Territory National Emergency Response Act 
David Dalrymple and Dr John Lowndes SM

18 March 2009 Risk Management Jane LeMessurier

19 March 2009 Disputes with Real Estate Agents 
Tom Berkley

25 March 2009 Whistleblower Act Zoe Marcham
26 March Tribunals update Ian Morris
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