But since we have the ability to persuade one another and to
make clear to ourselves what we want, not only do we avoid
living like animals, but we have come together, built cities,
made laws, and invented arts. Speech is responsible for nearly
all our inventions. It legislated in matters of justice and injustice
and beauty and baseness, and without these laws, we would
not live with one another...We regard speaking well to be the
clearest sign of a good mind, which it requires, and truthful,
lawful, and just speech we consider the image of a good and
faithful soul. With speech we fight over contentious matters
and we investigate the unknown...If we must summarize the
power of discourse, we will discover that nothing done
prudently occurs without speech, that speech is the leader of all
thoughts and actions, and that the most intelligent people use it
most of all.

Isocrates, Antidosis 253-257

Naturam expellas furca, tamen usque recurret.
Horace
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