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Somerset Richard Lowry-Corry,
Earl of Belmore

(8 January 1868 — 21 February 1872)

Neil Graham

Somerset Richard Lowry-Corry, eldest son of Armar Lowry-Corry, third
Earl of Belmore, was born on 9 April 1835 and succeeded aged ten to the
Earldom on his father’s death. Educated at Eton and Cambridge, he sat in
the House of Lords from 1857 as an elected peer for Ireland. Married to
Gladstone’s niece and with a cousin serving as secretary to Disraeli, he
was thus persona grata to both political groups and enjoyed a rising
reputation as a Young Conservative. Successful committee work won him
in 1866 the office of Parliamentary Under-Secretary for Home Affairs.
For a time he represented Treasury in the Lords. Despite this rapid rise
his appointment in 1867 as Governor of New South Wales excited a cer-
tain unease in the colony and critical comment in the Saturday Review
which held that a colony with responsible government needed as Gover-
nor not merely an elegant or aristocratic social leader but a man of judge-
ment and political knowledge, attributes acquired only by long official
experience. So to bring in an outsider, no matter how skilled, was to deny
merited promotion to those professional Governors who, equipped with
such expertise, were now rising steadily in the colonial service. Hinting at
a “groundless prejudice of caste or a gross love of jobbery”, the Saturday
Review concluded:

if peers or peers’ sons are the best fitted for colonial governments let them
get the appointment. But let them show their aptitude by running the
same previous career with less favoured competitors.!

The Sydney Morning Herald reprinted these remarks less than a fort-
night before Belmore arrived in a colony which was still loudly lamenting
the departure of Sir John Young. Moreover, his known role as a Pro-
testant Ulster landlord scarcely recommended him to the numerous and

275



This is a preview. Not all pages are shown.


This is a preview. Not all pages are shown.


BELMORE

Still young, at 37 and 30 respectively, the Belmores proceeded to lead
a quietly active life. Anne seems to have recovered her health, to produce
eight more children. Belmore resumed control of his Fermanagh estates,
serving as leader of the Irish Landowners’ Convention. He resumed his
studies, producing a history of the Corry family, Parliamentary Memoirs
of Fermanagh and Tyrone and contributed articles to the Ulster Journal
of Archaeology.®* He returned to public duties, serving as president of a
commission to inquire into the affairs of Dublin University. In 1872 he
was appointed KCMG and in 1890 GCMG. Above all, he continued to
appear in the House of Lords, where he became something of a champion
of Australian and Pacific interests®? on which he now spoke with that ring
of confidence which he had once so sadly lacked. He died on 6 April 1913.
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