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Sir Robert William Duff 

(29 May 1893 – 15 March 1895) 

Martha Rutledge 

Naval officer and landowner 

Robert William Duff was descended from a long line of Duffs of Fetter-
esso with estates mainly in Banffshire. His father assumed the surname 
Abercromby on inheriting his mother’s estates including Glasshaugh. 
Robert William was born on 8 May 1835 in London,1 only son of Arthur 
Duff Abercromby of Glasshaugh, Banffshire, Scotland, and his wife Eliza-
beth, née Innes. He was educated at a school at Blackheath, London.2 A 
grandson of Rear Admiral Robert Duff of Fetteresso, in 1848 he joined 
the Royal Navy. Commissioned Sub-Lieutenant in May 1854 and pro-
moted to Lieutenant on 5 January 1856, he served in HMS Atalanta, 
based at Devonport. From December he was based at Queenstown, in the 
screw steam flagship HMS Hogue, and by March 1858 in the Nile. In 
December that year he was serving on the Mediterranean Station in the 
Doris.3 He continued to draw full pay until he retired with the rank of 
Commander on 1 April 1870,4 although he held no further sea-going 
posts. On 21 February 1871 Duff married Louisa, daughter of Sir William 
Scott, sixth Baronet, at St Paul’s Church, Wilton Place, London.5 
 Following the death on 30 December 18616 of his uncle, Robert Duff, 
Abercromby succeeded to his extensive property, including Fetteresso 
Castle, Kincardineshire, and changed his name to Duff. A man of wealth 
and position, he owned three other estates, Glasshaugh, Coulter and 
Auchenderren, in Banffshire,7 and was Deputy-Lieutenant and a Justice 
of the Peace for Banffshire, Aberdeenshire and Kincardineshire. He was a 
keen sportsman and a good shot, but long before the repeal of the game 
laws that banned the use of guns on tenanted land, he allowed his tenants 
to kill rabbits. Duff was a member of Brooks’s, the Devonshire, the 
National Liberal, the Army and Navy and the Turf clubs. 
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