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Editor’s Notes

$s with the first YoOuPe� the editors acNnowOedge� first� the contributions oI each 
of the authors of the essays in this book. The authors gave up both their time 
and considerable skills in support of an ambition for a teaching course. Thanks 
also to Mr Cameron Duncan for his contributions to the formatting and editing 
of this volume. And, of course, The Federation Press, Mr Christopher Holt, and 
Ms Kathy Fitzhenry. 

Once again, we should note the approach to the standardisation of referenc-
ing. Different authors have, for good reason, preferred different editions for 
certain te[ts �such as *OanYiOO�� and in other cases an author·s worN Pay haYe 
been published many times in different forms or collections (such as the work of 
Maitland). While not perfect, the approach in this volume has been to provide a 
standard reference to selected texts at the outset, but within each essay to keep 
the IuOO reIerence the first tiPe a booN or articOe is reIerred to� with subseTuent 
ones taNing a standard abbreYiation oI the author·s naPe� and a contraction oI 
the title.

CUP Cambridge University Press
HUP Harvard University Press
OUP Oxford University Press
UCP University of Chicago Press
Glanvill, X.2 Glanvill, Book 10, Chapter 2.
B&M Cases from Baker & Milsom,  

Sources of English Legal History

Coke, Institutes
Blackstone, Commentaries
Stubbs, Select Charters
Pollock & Maitland, HEL
Holdsworth, HEL
Plucknett, Statutes
van Caenegem, Common Law
Milsom, Historical Foundations
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England (c 1187) GDG Hall, ed (OUP, Oxford, 1965, 
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and Customs of England (c 1260) (SE Thorne, ed, CUP, 
Cambridge, 1968).

Fleta Commentarius juris Anglicani or The Common Law 
of England (c 1290) (Vols 72, 89, 99, Selden Society, 
London).

Britton Britton (c 1300), FM Nichols (ed), (John Byne, Wash-
ington DC, 1901).

St German Doctor and Student (1523, 1530) (Selden Society, 
London, 1974).

Thomas de Littleton Treatise On Tenure (c 1466) 
Anthony Fitzherbert La Graunde Abridgement (c1514) (Richard Totell, 

London, 1577) (Reprinted Law Book Exhange Ltd, 
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New Natura Brevium (c 1534) (The Assigns of Richard 
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Matthew Hale The History of the Common Law of England (1713) 
(Reprinted, UCP, Chicago, 1971).

William Blackstone Commentaries on the Laws of England (Clarendon 
Press, Oxford, 1765-69) (reprinted UCP, Chicago, 
1979).

J Chitty A Practical Treatise on the law of Contracts not under 
Seal (S Sweet, London, 1826). 

T Lewin A Practical Treatise on the Law of Trusts and Trustees 
(Maxwell, London, 1837).
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E Bullen, SM Leake Precedents of Pleadings in Personal Actions in the Supe-
rior Courts of Common Law (Stevens & Sons, London, 
1860). 

EHT Snell The Principles of Equity (Stevens & Haynes, London, 
1868).

W Stubbs Select Charters and Other Illustrations of English Consti-
tutional History (Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1870).

OW Holmes The Common Law (Little Brown & Co, Boston, 1881).
J Story Commentaries on Equity Jurisprudence (Hilliard Gray, 

Boston, 1836). See also WE Grigsby, ed, 1st Eng ed, 
(Stevens & Hayes, London, 1884) (Reprinted by The 
LawBook Exchange Ltd, NJ, 2006).

F Pollock Principles of Contract at Law and in Equity (Stevens & 
Sons, Oxford, 1876). 

W Anson Principles of the English Law of Contract (Clarendon 
Press, Oxford, 1879).

F Pollock & RS Wright An Essay on Possession in the Common Law (Clarendon 
Press, Oxford, 1888) (Reprinted Hein & Co, NY, 
2000).

F Pollock & FW Mait-
land

The History of English Law Before the Time of Edward I 
(CUP, Cambridge, 1895) (reprinted Liberty Fund Inc, 
Indianapolis, 2010).

W Holdsworth History of English Law (In 17 vols) (1903-1966) (Little 
Brown & Co, Boston, 1941 ed).

JB Ames Lectures on Legal History (HUP, Cambridge USA, 
1913). 

TFT Plucknett A Concise History of the Common Law (1929) (5th ed, 
Little, Brown & Co, Boston, 1956). 

FW Maitland Equity and the Forms of Action, AH Chaytor, WJ Whit-
taker, eds (CUP, Cambridge, 1929).

WJ Victor Windeyer Lectures on Legal History (Law Book Co, Australia, 
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