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appendix: Constitutional Provisions, 
Recommendations and Proposed amendments

Commonwealth of australia Constitution act 
(the Constitution)

This compilation was prepared on 4 September 2013 taking into account altera-
tions up to Act No. 84 of 1977

Prepared by the Office of Parliamentary Counsel, Canberra

An Act to constitute the Commonwealth of Australia

[9th July 1900]

WHEREAS the people of New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia, Queens- 
land, and Tasmania, humbly relying on the blessing of Almighty God, have 
agreed to unite in one indissoluble Federal Commonwealth under the Crown 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and under the Constitution 
hereby established:

And whereas it is expedient to provide for the admission into the Com- 
monwealth of other Australasian Colonies and possessions of the Queen:

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, 
in this present Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as 
follows:

3   Proclamation of Commonwealth 

It shall be lawful for the Queen, with the advice of the Privy Council, to declare 
by proclamation that, on and after a day therein appointed, not being later 
than one year after the passing of this Act, the people of New South Wales, 
Victoria, South Australia, Queensland, and Tasmania, and also, if Her Majesty 
is satisfied that the people of Western Australia have agreed thereto, of Western 
Australia, shall be united in a Federal Commonwealth under the name of the 
Commonwealth of Australia. But the Queen may, at any time after the procla-
mation, appoint a Governor-General for the Commonwealth.
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