
87

5

Penal Violence

David Brown

Introduction

transportation of 160,000 British convicts. This exercise of imperial statecraft 
and the violence, brutality, cruelty and deprivation involved in the convict 
experience, has largely been incorporated into Australian national history 
(Baskerville 2011: 80), to the neglect of transportation’s global dimensions 

-

Wales; and Morton Bay (1824) in Queensland are notorious for the extreme 

approvingly as a ‘culture of Salutary Terror’ (Evans 2009: 60; Hughes 1987). The 
same violence featured in early Australian literature such as Marcus Clarke’s 
For The Term of His Natural Life (1874). The cultural memory of this has not 
faded. Tours of convict sites tend to play up the extreme violence, escapes, 

than stories of boredom, deprivation or successful transition to free society (M 

respecting and inclusionary aspects of transportation, stressing the more 
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to the pains of imprisonment, a way of managing and protecting a masculine 
self-identity which is not ‘deviant’ but which connects to broader societal 
values and ideologies. The work of Craig Minogue illustrates the way a form 
of revenge discourse which has very strong supports in media, political and 

justice’, enacted inside the prison and in the ‘community’. Furthermore, an 
examination of institutionalised state violence in the form of the Grafton bash 
regime reveals both a recent history of prolonged state penal violence and 
the way it reproduces violent acts, crimes and individuals, the very thing the 
prison purports to protect the community against. 

Penal violence is highlighted in this analysis as inhabiting not just the 

condoned and celebrated in a myriad of places, mentalities and discourses 
beyond prison walls, and far closer to home than many of us would like to 
acknowledge. This invites us to examine our own role as ‘penal spectators’, a 
status which involves a kind of ‘experiential distance’ which ‘shields us from 

2009: 8-9). For ‘punishment constitutes one of the most precarious spaces of 
the human condition in its seductive invitation to rely on the acts of others, 
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