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Nightlife Ethnography, Violence, Policing and Security

Stephen Tomsen and Phillip Wadds

Western Sydney, Tomsen, 4 July 1989: 1am

one-third of them very intoxicated. Soon enough an argument developed on 

Eventually a sober friend of the victim emerged from inside. In despera-

-

Kings Cross, Wadds, 24 January 2009: 11.30pm

Road, their faces portraying a mix of confusion, exhaustion and discomfort. 
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-
ing class and marginal men less likely to evince public sympathy as victims 
in cases of violence. An intriguing further reason for this spreading interest is 

reactions that include excitement, disgust and alarm and further demands for 

-

mobilisation of public concern and victim advocacy is historically surprising. 

order measures such as the enactment of a mandatory sentencing response in 

range of challenges (such as the One Punch Can Kill and Last Drinks campaigns 

permeated Australia’s nightlife. 
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