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Introduction

[2.1] The purpose of art and the role of artists in society varies according to the
choices and desires of individual artists. Artists and entertainers often push
boundaries. This may be simply for the sake of art or entertainment itself, or
may be as social commentary, to protest, as a form of resistance, for profit or
some other reason. The limits of free expression are often tested by provocative
art and confronting forms of entertainment — such as Andres Serrano’s Piss
Christ, a photograph of a crucifix immersed in a cup of urine created as a
criticism of the so-called “billion-dollar Christ-for-profit-industry ... [and a]
condemnation of those who abuse the teachings of Christ for their ignoble
ends’;! Spencer Tunick’s “art installations’” in which he photographs hundreds
or thousands of naked volunteers in public places to ‘create an architecture of
flesh, where the masses of human bodies blend with the landscape, or juxtapose
with architecture’;? and comedian and musician Tim Minchin’s performance
on Channel 10’s The Project program in which he described Australia’s highest
ranking Catholic cleric as a ‘buffoon’, ‘coward’ and ‘scum’ in the process of
calling on him to return to Australia to appear before a Royal Commission
into sex abuse of children.® Perhaps even starker are gangsta rap songs that
advocate violence and films and video games that confront by imagery of
depravity and violence. As the American jurist Justice Harlan once observed:
‘one man’s vulgarity is another’s lyric’.*
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