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Law Through the Lens of Biography

Heather Roberts

Which member of the High Court was an active member of the Sydney
Speleological Society?"

Which member of the High Court carried a pail of glue for a family member
who was pasting up election posters for the Communist Party??

Which member of the High Court experimented - for the ‘intellectual exer-
cise’ — with drafting judgments using only words of old English derivation,
and then words of only Latin derivation?’

Biography is the contemporary law teacher’s secret weapon. Biographical anecdotes
offer a change of pace and an injection of humour into the classroom, as well as reinforc-
ing the fundamental premise that lies at the heart of judicial biography: that judges are
human, and that ‘who ... a judge is matters* Even in a system which has long recognised
that judges do more than mechanistically apply the law,’ the subject-matter based silo-
ing of contemporary law teaching can run the risk of obscuring this premise.® For the
contemporary student, the question is often asked: is judicial identity important for
reasons beyond securing full marks for a legal citation? It is against this backdrop that
judicial biography serves the key role of reintegrating the judicial brain (and writings)
with the judicial body.
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