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Comment
W elcom e to the first edition of Fol Review. O ur aims and objectives are  
twofold:

•  first, to prom ote the concept of open governm ent by facilitating  
discussion about issues affecting the developm ent of Freedom  of 
Inform ation and by m onitoring the legislation in operation; and

•  second, to provide a quick and concise reporting service of Federal 
and Victorian Fol decisions.

Since D ecem ber 1982 there have been m any decisions under the 
Federal Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Fol Act) given by the  
Federal Adm inistrative Appeals Tribunal (AA T) and the Federal Court. 
Space does not perm it us to report most of those decisions given 
before Novem ber 1985 but we shall report those given from  that month  
on. As considerably few er decisions have been given under the 
Victorian Fol Act we intend to report all decisions given by the 
Victorian A A T and the Suprem e C ourt of V ictoria but not those given 
by the County Court of Victoria before the Victorian A A T was 
established.

Given the daunting task of trying to ‘catch up ’, we have decided, in 
this issue, to devote m ore space than will be usual to the reporting of 
decisions by the AATs and the courts. In spite of that, lack of space has 
prevented us from including all decisions given up to 31 Decem ber 
1985. W e shall include them in the next issue.

Fol Review will regularly contain a feature article. In this issue Peter 
Bayne exam ines the issue of the costs of Fol at the Federal level and 
the attitude of the Governm ent to the operation of the Federal Fol Act.

W e shall also have reports on any legislative or policy developm ents  
(see ‘In B rie f), reviews of literature and governm ents reports, and 
com m ents on overseas developm ents. We also hope to promote  
discussion about Fol at the user level. Fol m anagers, journalists, 
business organisations and public interest groups all have a significant 
part to play in the developm ent and the adm inistration of the  
legislation and we shall attem pt to present a range of perspectives and 
attitudes towards the legislation. In this issue Alan Missen introduces  
the Freedojn of Inform ation Access Network.

In essence, we shall attem pt to give you the full p icture of w hat is 
happening in Fol.

W e hope you enjoy the first edition of Fol Review and would  
welcom e any com m ents you may have about content, presentation or 
style.

Moira Paterson 
Paul Villanti
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