
Back in Issue 1 0 0 1 contem plated ‘W here to  fo r the Fol Reviev/T I m ade a num ber 
of suggestions about where this journal could m ake s ign ificant contributions to  the 
analysis, discussion, critique and prom otion of e ffective access to inform ation 
regimes. These suggestions included artic les tha t explored the  nexus between 
Fol and other topics (privacy, whistleblow ing, inform ation policy) and from  the per­
spectives of non-law  discip lines (history, political science etc), exp loring the inter­
national aspects of inform ation access, m ore case studies, internal perspectives 
(especially from  adm inistrators) and jurisd ictional updates.

An exam ination of th is issue and the rest of the  content in 2003 dem onstrates 
that those goals are being achieved. A rtic les have covered Fol issues in Australia, 
Canada, Japan, Ireland and South Africa. W e have had insider v iewpoints from  an 
Fol m anager in Canada and a prisoner in V ictoria. Chris Finn m ade the case fo r 
reconceptualising the w ay com m ercia l in confidence is applied. Al Roberts and 
Stephen Lamble explored the use of Fol in foreign policy. S tephen Lam ble also 
responded to my call for tru ly com parative studies. Robert Vaughn and Stephen 
Hom ewood explored the nexus between w histleb low ing and Fol in both the USA 
and the UK. Justice M ichael K irby explored developm ents in inform ation privacy 
law and policy at both the national and international levels.

This issue continues w ith the above them es. The firs t artic le is an extract from  
the last annual report from  Bronwyn Keigh ley-G erardy as Inform ation C om m is­
sioner fo r W estern Australia. It represents the voice of som eone com m itted to an 
effective regime of inform ation m anagem ent and access w ho is unw illing on princi­
ple to com prom ise w ith proposed governm ent changes. The second article, also 
from W estern Australia, outlines an innovative and exciting contribution to  the 
analysis of Fol from  a journalism  perspective. The project w ill a ttem pt to  create a 
Freedom of Information Index that m easures the gap between the prom ise and the 
practice of Fol legislation. The third article is a com bination of a short essay and a 
set of briefing papers produced by one of m y law students th is sem ester. His cen­
tral them e, richly inform ed by the w ork of Joseph StigHtz and others, argues tha t 
there needs to be a sw itch from  Fol practice being focused on individual docum ent 
access to a regim e that is inform ation based.

I would like once again to thank the subscribers, readers and contributors who 
have made the Fol Review  able to live up to, almost, all of the  p le thora of defin i­
tions fo r ‘review ’ that can be found in the  Macquarie Dictionary. Furtherm ore the 
range, type and variety of articles have deeply enriched the study, practice and cri­
tique of Fol, in particular, and inform ation access policy more generally. The past 
108 issues of the Review  have contributed enorm ously to w hat Al Roberts has 
labelled the Information Com m ons —  that ‘intangib le pool of in form ation about 
com m unity [and political affairs] which m ust be publicly accessib le  fo r citizens to  
engage intelligently in the act of se lf-governm ent’. Yet the need is fo r you as sub­
scribers and readers to let me know w hat you w ant to see in the  Fol Review and, as 
always, we need contributors ready to  share the ir insights, critiques, analysis, 
ideas and perspectives.

I w ish one and all the best for C hristm as and the New Year.

Rick Snell

CommentContents_____
Articles
Government plans result in the 
retirement of Western Australia’s 
Information Commissioner 86

The Freedom of Information Index: 
measuring the gap between the 
promise and practice of information 
legislation

by Johan Lidberg, Gail Phillips 
and Stephen Tannei* 88

Making the switch to an information- 
based freedom of information regime 

by Julian Roberts 95

Briefing papers 98
by Julian Roberts

‘ Articles in the Fol Review that are 
refereed are marked by an asterisk.

Credits______
The Freedom of information Review is 
published six times a year by the Legal 
Service Bulletin Co-operative Ltd.
International Editorial Board
Thomas B. Riley 
Harry Hammitt 
Maeve McDonagh 
Ulf Oberg 
Melissa Poole 
Alasdair Roberts
Australian Editorial Board
Jason Pizer 
Anne Cossins 
Kim Rubenstein 
Bill Lane
Peter Wilmshurst 
Helen Townley 
Chris Finn

Editor: Rick Snell
tel 03 62 26 2062 fax 03 62 26 7623 
email: R.Snell@utas.edu.au 
website:
http://www.foi.law.utas.edu.au/
R port rs
Peter Wilmshurst (NSW), Dannielle 
Evans (Vic.), Emma Sundborn (Cth)
Print Post approved PP:338685/00011
This issue may be cited as 
(2003) 108 Fol Review
©  LSB Co-operative Ltd 2003

Number 108, December 2003

mailto:R.Snell@utas.edu.au
http://www.foi.law.utas.edu.au/

