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IN THIS ISSUE

Occasionally, in some countries, all of the principal participants and players in legal
education in that country gather to consider the whole gamut of legal education at a
national level. This has recently occurred in Malaysia, and the proceedings have been
published in Legal Education in Malaysia - Quo Vadis? All of the papers are
published in this edition of the Digesr. One matter of particular interest is the debate
in regard to the role of the national language (Bahasa Malaysia) in legal education.
The use of the national language in the courts and elsewhere enables the involvement
of all levels of society in the life of the country and assists access to justice. On the
other hand, the country is increasingly part of the world community, particularly in
commercial areas, where English, a language widely used in Malaysia, is the most
common form of communication. The result is that law schools in countries in a
situation such as Malaysia generally must teach in two or even more languages. This
raises particular problems, such as library resources, varying language skills amongst
students and staff, and the availability of texts and other resources in the local
language/s. Several articles under Context, Criticism and Theory discuss these issues.

Clinical legal education continues to be an area of interest. In this edition, as well as
articles on the cost of clinical programs and of a system of evaluation in clinical
teaching, we digest the AALS recent report on the future of the inhouse clinic, It
traverses a range of issues and includes a set of guidelines for an effective, inhouse

live-client clinical program.

Articles from two issues of the Journal of the Professional Legal Education are
digested in this edition. Most of the articles are under Practical Training, but articles
are also found under Legal Education Generally and Legal Ethics. Practical Training
contains a large number of digested articles, a number of which continue the ongoing
debate about the proposed new arrangement for practical training in New South
Wales.

On a different note altogether, the Digesr’s practice is not to include titles when
recording authors’ names. As a number of the articles digested in this edition are
from non-Australian authors with titles, we hope they will understand that this policy

is applied to authors from all countries.
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