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Dog program expands 
into firearms detection

In recognition o f increasing  th rea ts  
to  A u s tra lia ’s borders in a va rie ty  o f 
env iro n m e n ts , C ustom s is 
expand ing  its D etector Dog Program  
to  inc lude tra in in g  fire a rm s  detec tor dogs 
w ith  an exp los ives-de tec tion  capab ility .

T ra d itiona lly  the  C ustom s D etector 
Dog Program  focuses on narcotic 
de tec tion. Both  its d rug  detection 
tra in in g  and breeding p rogram s are 
recognised in te rn a tio n a lly  and have 
supported  m a n y  cou n tries  in th e ir  e ffo rts

to  estab lish  o r im p rove  th e ir  detector dog 
capab ilities .

To c ou n te r the  illega l im p o rta tio n  o f 
fire a rm s , c o m p o nen t parts and 
exp losives, C ustom s has begun a p ilo t 
tra in in g  program  w ith  six dogs, 
espec ia lly  chosen fro m  its breeding pool 
as ideal cand idates fo r th e  tra in in g .

T he  dogs, tra in in g  w ith  th e ir  
hand le rs , w il l  acqu ire  firea rm s detec tion 
cap a b ility  and w ill be c ross-tra ined  w ith  
exp los ives-de tec tion  capab ility . T ra in ing

w ill take  place a t th e  D etector Dog 
Tra in ing  C entre in Canberra.

Once th e  tra in in g  program  has been 
successfu lly  com p le ted , the  s ix dogs and 
th e ir  hand lers w ill be deployed at 
strateg ic loca tions a round  A us tra lia  and 
w o rk  in the  fre igh t, postal and m a rit im e  
e nv iro nm en ts .

Prior to  the  d eve lop m ent o f the  
F irea rm s D etector Dog P rogram , the  
C h ie f Ins truc to r a t the  D etector Dog 
U n it, Rob W ebb, spen t fo u r w eeks in 
th e  U nited  S tates tapp ing  in to  the  
know ledge and experiences o f th a t 
c o u n try ’s exp losives and fire a rm  c an ine  
detec tion tra in in g .

D uring  th is  t im e , M r W ebb 
partic ipated  in a can ine  exp losives 
course conducted  by the  C an ine  
D etection T ra in ing  C entre in A labam a fo r 
hand le rs  o f the  US C oast G uard  and 
observed exp lo s ives-d e tec tion  can ines  at 
w o rk  a t the  Coast Guard p o rt fa c ility  in 
M ob ile , A labam a. Here dogs undergo 
rigorous tra in in g  in m a n y  areas, 
inc lu d ing  he licop ter tra n s p o rt and 
w in c h in g  aboard C oast G uard  frigates.

M r W ebb said th a t the  va lua b le  
know ledge gained on th is  tr ip  added to  
th a t ob ta ined  from  w o rk in g  c lose ly  w ith  
S ta te  and Federal agencies inc lu d ing  
N S W  Police, the  A u s tra lian  Federal 
Police and the  D ep a rtm en t o f D efence.

To c om p le m en t th e  expansion  o f the  
D etector Dog P rogram , C ustom s is 
deve lop ing  an in te llig ence-based , 
na tio n a l strateg ic and tac tica l task in g  
reg im e to  use the  fire a rm s  de tec tor dogs 
and hand le rs  to  th e ir  m a x im u m  
po ten tia l.
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