


The first half of the book sees the group working in, with and 
around the UN supply and administration arms as we 
attempted to conjure enough equipment and supplies to move 
ourselves and 12 East Timorese officers from Dili to the 
remote border village of Batugade.

With unlimited access in Dili, we were exposed to UN politics 
as well as various local political groups. We witnessed, first 
hand, the divisions between the older Portuguese-influenced 
officials and the younger people who were raised in 
Indonesian-controlled East Timor.

As we mingled in markets and road-side stalls, we were 
overcome by the sheer tenacity and goodwill of the East 
Timorese.

Going about our preparations to get something happening at 
the border, we witnessed the misery as refugees from West 
Timorese camps were shipped and trucked home to East 
Timor.

An audience with national leader Xanana Gusmao inspired us 
at a time when frustrations were building. The joy of the newly 
trained East Timorese officers at the first graduation, with 
uniforms modelled proudly, also boosted morale for all. 
Accounts of riot attempts, civil strikes and religious 
celebrations are included in the book with Anzac Day on a Dili 
beach a high point.

When the group finally arrived at the border in Batugade, we 
settled into a village lifestyle with the East Timorese officers 
and developed a close bond with the community. The Border 
Service was the only security group in the region in which East 
Timorese were employed - the peacekeeping forces and police 
at the time were all foreign. The East Timorese quickly proved 
to be effective in dealing with traders from Indonesian West 
Timor.

Cultural and language difficulties caused some 
misunderstandings but, as a group, we continued our struggle 
to obtain basic rights for the East Timorese staff. Invitations to 
be guests of honour at a birthday and wedding showed that 
we had been embraced by the community - the events brought 
both surprises and embarrassments.

Time went quickly and, on the day of our departure from 
Batugade, the frustrations and other tensions created by the 
environment, work and bureaucracy issues seemed to melt 
away as we were warmly farewelled by the East Timorese.
The nation still needs assistance from its neighbours and will 
continue to need support for some time. *

* See the road well is published by Pandanus Print at the Australian 
National University.
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