
M A J O R  B O O S T  FOR A U S T R A L I A ' S  
M A R I T I M E  S E C U R I T Y

A us tra lian  C us to m s  is s e t to  b ecom e a w o rld  lead e r in c o n ta in e r insp ec tion  and 
port-a rea  su rve illance  w ith  an in jec tion  o f fund ing  to  enhance its  m a rit im e  
se c u rity  capab ility .

The  G ove rn m e n t announced  the  $ 7 5 .4 m  se c u rity  in itia tive  to  ensu re  A us tra lia  
con tinues  to  be w e ll p ro tec ted  a g a in s t illegal a c tiv ity  and the  th re a t o f 
te r ro r is m .

U nder th e  in itia tive , C u s to m s  w ill inc rease  by 2 5  per c e n t the  num b e r o f 
c o n ta in e rs  sub jec ted  to  x-ray exam ina tion  around the  coun try .

$  > 1

Increased  o p e ra ting  hou rs  a t c o n ta in e r exam in a tio n  fa c ilit ie s  w ill a llo w  C u s to m s  
to  b o o s t th e  num b e r o f c o n ta in e rs  x-rayed fro m  8 0 ,0 0 0  to  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  a year.
The  resu lting  insp ec tion  ra te  o f seven per c e n t o f sea cargo im p o rts  is 
com p a rab le  w ith  the  US and ahead o f o th e r c o u n trie s .

The  add itiona l fund ing  w ill a lso  a llow  the  num b e r o f A us tra lian  p o rts  cove red  by 
th e  C u s to m s  na tiona l w a te r fro n t c losed  c irc u it T V  (CCTV) n e tw o rk  to  be a lm o s t 
doub led fro m  3 2  to  6 3 .

The C C TV n e tw o rk  is a key  s e c u rity  and in te llig ence-g a the ring  to o l and is 
acknow led g ed  as a w o rld  leader, w ith  no o th e r c o u n try  ach iev ing  com p a rab le  
cove ra g e  o f its  in te rn a tiona l sea p o rts  w ith  a s ing le  s y s te m .

In add ition , C u s to m s  w ill em p lo y  add itiona l s ta ff to  m a in ta in  a f irs t-p o r t 
board ing  ra te  o f up to  8 0  pe r c e n t o f sh ips a rriv in g  in A us tra lia .

E x tra  o ffic e rs  w ill be p osted  in s o m e  m a jo r m e tro p o lita n  p o rts  and a t rap id ly 
g row ing  reg iona l p o rts  in W es te rn  A us tra lia  (D am pier, G era ld ton , P o r t H edland, 
Bunbury), Q ueensland  (G ladstone, M ackay, W eipa, Tow nsville ) and the  N o rth e rn  
T e rr ito ry  (Nhulunbuy).

C u s to m s  w ill a lso  w o rk  to  id en tify  a c o m m o n  s e t o f data th a t shou ld  be 
c o lle c ted  by b o rd e r p ro te c tio n  agenc ies  ab ou t peop le , g o o d s  and sh ips 
a rriv in g  in to  A us tra lia , w ith  th e  a im  o f a one -o ff sub m iss ion  o f tra d e  in fo rm a tio n  
by ind us try  to  co m p ly  w ith  all im p o rt, e x p o rt and s e c u rity  req u ire m e n ts .

Such a p roce ss  w ou ld  s tre a m lin e  th e  m a rit im e  s e c u rity  ta s k  fo r  industry , 
sav ing  it tim e  and m oney, and d e live r enhanced  s e c u rity  fo r  the  A ustra lian  
com m u n ity .
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