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An exo tic  b ird-eating 
sp ider found  inside a 
parce l by C u s to m s  o ffic e rs  
in A dela ide has found  a new, 
p e rm an en t hom e in A ustra lia .

The  baby sp ider, iden tified  as 
Theraphosa blondi (m ore  c om m o n ly  
know n as a g o lia th  b ird-eating 
ta ran tu la ), w as found  inside a p lastic  
photo  c a n is te r in an a irm a il parcel 
fro m  D enm ark . W hen fu lly  g row n , the 
sp ider can reach up to  2 5 c m  and live 
fo r  up to  2 0  yea rs .

The sp ider w as se ized  by C usto m s 
because the  im p o rta tio n  o f live 
an im a ls  w ith o u t a p e rm it is p roh ib ited  
under A u s tra lia 's  Environmental 
Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999.

C u s to m s  Reg iona l D ire c to r S ou th  
A ustra lia  V irg in ia  Lynch said w ild life  
sm ugg ling  w as a crue l p rac tice , as 
m any o ffe n d e rs  ignored  the  hea lth and 
w ell-be ing o f the  an im a ls  by packing 
th e m  tig h tly  in sm all con ta in e rs  w ith  
in su ffic ie n t air, food  and w ater.

C us to m s o ffic e rs  in Sydney a lso 
d iscovered  a fu r th e r 2 6  sp id e rs , 
a lready dead, while  checking  a 
package sen t to  A ustra lia  fro m  
Canada.

C usto m s inves tig a tions  c on tinue  into 
the th ree  d e tec tions .

w here  
it jo ined  a 
fu lly  g row n 
go lia th
ta ra n tu la  and 
a v a rie ty  o t 
o th e r 
ta ra n tu la s , sp iders 
and insec ts  as p a rt 
o f the  Bugs Alive! 
exh ib ition .

G rade Four ch ild ren fro m  a 
M e lbou rne  p rim a ry  schoo l 
w atched  the  re lease  o f the  sp iders 
in to  th e ir  new  hom e s during  an event 
organ ised  by M e lbourne  M useum .

The d isco ve ry  o f sp iders in the  post 
con tinued  during  the  fo llo w in g  w eeks 
w ith  a fu r th e r  5 2  sp id e rs  d iscovered  in 
tw o  sep a ra te  and unre la ted  packages 
in Sydney.

"A us tra lia 's  w ild life  p ro tec tion  law s are 
som e  o f the  m o s t s tr in g e n t in the 
w o rld ,"s h e  said. “These  kinds o f 
im p o rta tio n s  are s tr ic tly  con tro lled . 
The p ena lties  fo r  sm ugg ling  w ild life  
can a ttra c t fines  o f up to  $ 1 1 0 ,0 0 0  
a n d /o r im p ris o n m e n t fo r  up to  
10 ye a rs ."

C u s to m s  o ffic e rs  checking  
in te rn a tio n a l parce l m ail in Sydney 
d iscovered  2 6  live sp ide rs  - one adult 
and 2 5  babies - hidden in tw o  photo  
film  c a n is te rs  in one package. The 
package, sen t fro m  S ou th  A m erica , 
w as destined  fo r  an add ress in 
A us tria .

It appears th a t the  package w as 
The sp id e r w as tra n s fe rre d  by the  shipped to  A us tra lia  by m is take .
D e p a rtm e n t o f the  E nv iro nm en t and The sp id e rs  la te r died.
H eritag e  to  the  M e lbourne  M useum
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