
G U N - T O T I N G  A R M A D I L L O  
R E F U S E D  E N T R Y

C u sto m s o ffic e rs  se ized  a 
unique item  o f w ild life  w hich 
breached both  the  law s o f 
good  ta s te  and in te rn a tiona l 
w ild life  p ro tec tion .

In th is  case  the  item  w as 
being im p o rte d  as a g ift. 
C u s to m s  seized the  
a rm ad illo  and issued  a 
w a rn ing  to  the add ressee .

W hile  screen ing  in te rn a tio n a l 
a ir cargo in Sydney, C us to m s  
o ffic e rs  found  the  unique 
item  in a package fro m  
Texas, USA, destined  fo r  an 
Adela ide address.

The s tu ffe d  a rm ad illo  w as 
com p le te  w ith  to y  p is to ls , 
cow b oy ha t and s h e rif f 's  
badge.

W hile  bad ta s te  should  have 
been enough o f a reason no t 
to  a tte m p t to  b ring  the  
a rm ad illo  in to  the  coun try , it 
is a lso illegal to  im p o rt the  
item  w ith o u t a p e rm it.

C u s to m s R eg iona l D irec to r 
fo r  S ou th  A us tra lia  V irg in ia 
Lynch said, "A rm ad illo s  are a 
p ro tec ted  spec ies  listed  
under the  C onven tion  fo r  the  
In te rna tiona l Trade o f 
Endangered  Spec ies (C ITES). 
A ustra lia  s u p p o rts  the 
con ven tion ".

C ITES  p ro te c ts  ove r 3 0 ,0 0 0  
spec ies o f an im a ls  and 
p lan ts  w orld w id e .

The  im p o rt and e x p o rt o f 
w ild life  in to  and o u t o f 
A us tra lia  is regu la ted  under 
the  Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999.
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