
Follow ing  a re p o rt by the  W orld  S o c ie ty  fo r  the  P ro tec tion  o f 
A n im a ls  on th e  illegal bear bile tra d e  in A ustra lia , a num ber o f 
o u tle ts  had been under surve illance fo r  seve ra l m on ths .
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A jo in t op e ra tion  by A ustra lian  C us to m s, the  D e p a rtm e n t o f the 
E nv iro nm en t and H eritag e  and the  A us tra lian  Federal Po lice 
resu lted  in one o f A u s tra lia 's  la rg es t se izu res  o f endangered 
w ild life  and p lant p rod uc ts  used in c o m p le m e n ta ry  m ed ic ines.

O ffic e rs  ra ided o u tle ts  in Sydney, M e lbourne  and B risbane 
w here  th e y  found  large q uan tities  o f illegal im p o rts  derived 
fro m  endangered  spec ies  th a t are p roh ib ited  under the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 (EPBC Act).

C u s to m s fo c u s  fo r  the  o p e ra tion  w as to  id en tify  and seize 
illega lly  im p o rte d  p rod uc ts . P a rt o f C us to m s b ord er and 
co m m u n ity  p ro te c tio n  s tra te g y  is to  w o rk  a longside o the r 
agenc ies in a jo in t law -e n fo rcem e n t approach. The op era tion  
w as an exam p le  o f exce llen t in te r-agency coo p era tion .

In A us tra lia , a lte rn a tive  hea lth  is now  a $ 1 .5  b illion a year 
industry . H ow ever, the  g row ing  p op u la rity  o f c om p le m en ta ry  
m ed ic ines  here and ove rs e a s  has increased  dem and fo r  
endangered  w ild life  spec ies tra d itio n a lly  used fo r  m edic inal 
purp oses.

S ince 1 9 9 9 , the  A ustra lian  G ove rnm en t has se ized m ore  than
2 9 ,0 0 0  illegal w ild life  im p o rts  and e x p o rts , m o s tly  sm all 
im p o rts  b roug h t in by tra v e lle rs  fo r  p ersona l use. Th is  se izu re  
o f com m e rc ia l q uan tities , w h ich fo llo w s  ano the r large se izure 
in O c to b e r 2 0 0 3 , sends a c lea r m essa g e  th a t the  A ustra lian  
G ove rn m e n t is c o m m itte d  to  e lim ina ting  the  illegal trad e  in 
p rod uc ts  m ade fro m  endangered  spec ies.

P rod uc ts  labelled as con ta in ing  bear bile, t ig e r  bone, 
rh ino ce ros  horn and p a rts  fro m  o th e r endangered  an im a ls  and 
p lants w ere  found  during  the  searches. The se  species are 
lis ted  under the  C onven tion  on In te rna tiona l Trade in 
Endangered S p ec ies  o f W ild Fauna and F lora  because 
unregu la ted  tra d e  is a m a jo r th re a t to  th e ir  surv iva l.

The  o p e ra tion  w ill have a d ram atic  im p ac t on the  illegal 
c o m p le m e n ta ry  m ed ic ines  trad e .


