
D I N O S A U R F O S S I L S
S E I Z E D  I N S O U T H
A U S T R A L I A
C us to m s  o ffic e rs  a t the  Adela ide m ail cen tre  d e tec ted  th ree  d inosaur 
fo s s ils  e xp o rted  illega lly  fro m  China.

O ffice rs  using x-ray te ch no log y  found  the  fo s s ils , which included 
sp ec im ens fro m  the  T riass ic  and C re taceous periods, in an a irm ail 
parce l. Th is  d isco ve ry  w as re fe rred  to  the  D ep a rtm e n t o f the 
E nv iro nm en t and H eritage to  d e te rm ine  its  au then tic ity .

C us to m s  R eg iona l D irec to r fo r  S ou th  A ustra lia  V irg in ia Lynch said 
A ustra lia  w as one o f the  f irs t  c ou n tries  to  take  d irec t ac tion  to  help 
China d e te r the  illegal trad e  in fo s s ils  and a rtifa c ts .

"Th is  is a n o th e r exam p le  o f how  C us to m s vig ilance a t the  border is 
p reventing  p roh ib ited  good s fro m  en te ring  A ustra lia  and how  we are 
ass is tin g  the  C hinese to  re trieve  and p ro te c t th e ir  he rita g e ," she said.

"C u s to m s  w o rk s  c lose ly  w ith  o th e r g o ve rn m e n t agenc ies to  prevent 
the illegal tra d e  o f good s such as th e s e ," Ms Lynch said.

Th is  se izu re  fo llo w e d  a ce re m ony  held in C anberra  w here  the M in is te r 
fo r  Jus tice  and C u s to m s , S e n a to r C hris E llison , re tu rned  32  d inosaur 
fo s s ils  to  the  C h inese A m bassador, M adam e Fu Ying, on beha lf o f the 
A us tra lian  G ove rnm en t.

T E N  Y E A R S  I N  J A I L  F O R  D R U G  
S M U G G L E R

The sen tenc ing  o f a fo re ig n  na tiona l to  ten  ye a rs  im p riso n m e n t 
should serve as a w arn ing  to  anyone w ho a tte m p ts  to  sm ugg le  
q uan tities  o f d rug s in to  A ustra lia .

Tullio  Lenti, aged 37 , rece ived the  sen tence, w ith  a six-year- 
fou r-m on th  non-paro le  period , in D ow ning C entre  C o u rt in 
Sydney a fte r p lead ing gu ilty  to  im p o rtin g  1 .8kg  o f hero in . He 
w ill be elig ib le fo r  parole in 2 0 1 0 .

Lenti a rrived  a t Sydney A irp o rt, having trave lled  fro m  N airob i, 
Kenya, via Dubai. C us to m s o ffic e rs  se lec ted  him  fo r  a 
baggage exam ina tion , during  w hich tw o  packages w rapped in

a lum in ium  fo il con ta in ing  the  hero in  w ere  found  inside his suit 
bag.

C us to m s Regional D ire c to r N SW  David C ollins said the  leng thy 
sen tence handed down by the  c o u rt w as a re flec tion  o f the  
se riou sness  w ith  which drug sm ugg ling  w as view ed by the  
A ustra lian  com m unity .

"C us to m s o ffic e rs  are charged w ith  p reventing  p roh ib ited  
im p o rts  fro m  en te ring  the  coun try , and th is  case is an exam ple 
o f the  p ro fess iona lism  and e ffic ie n c y  w ith  which o ffic e rs  
succ ess fu lly  ca rry  o u t th e ir  d u ties ," he said.
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