
C U S T O M S  T E

C usto m s partic ip a ted  in the  2 0 0 4  
A m azing  W orld  o f Sc ience exh ib ition  
held a t the  N ationa l C onvention  C entre  
in C anberra .

The exh ib ition  a ttra c te d  m ore  than
2 0 ,0 0 0  v is ito rs , p red om inan tly  children 
and schoo l g roups. E xh ib ito rs  included 
the A ustra lian  Q uarantine Inspection 
Serv ice , S t John A m bulance A ustra lia , 
and A g ricu ltu re , F ishe ries and F o re s try  
A ustra lia .
The C us to m s stand show cased  seve ra l
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tech n o lo g ie s  th a t C us to m s  uses to  
p ro te c t A us tra lia 's  b o rd ers  fro m  the 
th re a t o f illegal and ha rm fu l goods, 
inc lud ing na rc o tics . C u s to m s  o ffic e rs  
d em o n s tra te d  the  use o f ionscan and 
“b u s te r" techno log y. The D e te c to r Dog 
U nit a lso conducted  d e m o n s tra tio n s .

“B u s te r” d e tec ts  d iffe re nces  in the 
d ens ity  o f an item , enab ling  C usto m s 
o ffic e rs  to  find cav ities  in w a lls  w here  
con trab and  m ig h t be hidden. V is ito rs  ran 
the  “b u s te r” ove r a c o n ta in e r wall and 
w atched  as it a le rted  to  the  p resence of 
a cavity. To the  a s to n is h m e n t o f 
ch ild ren, the  wall w as then  opened up to  
find the  hidden item s inside, which 
included d ishw ash ing  pow er, flo u r and 
m e ta l fra g m e n ts .

C u s to m s o ffic e rs  fro m  B ord e r 
Technology, P asse ng e rs , the  ACT 
Reg ional O ffice , and C o rp o ra te  
C om m u n ica tion  conducted  s h o rt ionscan 
d e m o n s tra tio n s  show ing  v is ito rs  how 
C u s to m s  uses trace  p a rtic le  d e tec tion  
to  d e te c t the  presence o f na rco tics . 
C lean sam p les and som e  con tam ina te d  
w ith  hero in  and cocaine w ere  used to  
show  how  the  m ach ine reac ted  to  the  
p resence o f tin y  am ou n ts  o f na rc o tics  
th a t could no t be seen.

The  C us to m s sta ll a lso  d isp layed a 
m ode l o f C us to m s patro l vesse l 
Roebuck Bay, va riou s  p roh ib ited  item s, 
and a m annequin  d ressed  in the 
S ou th e rn  Ocean pa tro l un ifo rm .

The d isp lay o f p roh ib ited  item s, w hich 
included w ild life  p roduc ts, tra d e m a rk  
in fr in g e m e n ts  and an a rra y  o f w eap ons, 
p rovided a popula r add ition to  the  s ta ll, 
g ene ra ting  num erous inqu iries fro m  
ch ild ren and adults . A m ong  the  m o s t 
popu la r exh ib it w ith  ch ild ren o f all ages
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w as an e lep han t's  fo o t, which they  w ere 
g iven the  o p p o rtu n ity  to  fee l.

D e m o n s tra tio n s  using d e te c to r dog 
Q uincy w e re  conducted , d raw ing 
crow d s.

Q uincy searched  a row  o f parce ls and 
found  a parce l con ta in ing  the  scen t o f 
na rc o tics . Q uincy then  w e n t on to  
search an en th us ias tic  crow d o f people 
and identified  a child w ho had been 
se lec ted  fro m  the  crow d to  w ea r a 
ja c k e t im pregnated  w ith  the  scen t o f a 
drug.

A d e te c to r dog pup, Facy, and a hand ler 
a ttended  the  exh ib ition  fo r  a fe w  hours a 
day fo r  the  f ir s t  th ree  days.
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