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T RA DI NG CARD 
SE I Z URE S
C u s to m s  p revented  a no the r huge sh ip m e n t o f phoney trad ing  
cards fro m  flood ing  the  A ustra lian  m a rk e t by se iz ing  m ore  than
3 8 0 ,0 0 0  c o u n te rfe it cards in M elbourne.

It fo llo w e d  an e a rlie r C u s to m s se izu re  o f nea rly  one m illion  Yu- 
Gi-Oh cards, w o rth  an es tim a te d  $ 5 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,  in Sydney.

In the  la te s t find, C u s to m s  o ffic e rs  in V ic to r ia  de tec ted  a 
co n s ig n m e n t con ta in ing  2 6 ,5 6 8  packs o f bogus Duel Master 
and 3 6 0  packs o f fa ke  Yu-Gi-Oh cards in sea con ta ine rs  
im p o rte d  fro m  China.

B oth  trad in g  card g am es are e x tre m e ly  popu la r w ith  children 
and te e n a g e rs , o rig ina ting  fro m  c a rto o n s .

“The fa ke  cards tra d e  on the  good  nam e and financ ia l 
in ve s tm e n t th a t b us iness have invested  o ve r a long period  o f 
t im e  to  es tab lish  th e ir  brand nam e and p rod uc t in the  m a rk e t 
p lace ,” G erard  R od rigues, ac ting  D ire c to r C om pliance 
A ssu rance , said.

"C o u n te rfe it good s m ay be sub-standard  and haza rd o u s ,” he 
said. “C onsum ers  are en titled  to  rece ive  safe  and reliab le 
g ood s and se rv ic es  and are no t to  be m isled  as to  the  orig in  
o r  q ua lity  o f the  p roduc t.

"Th is  se izu re  is a n o th e r exam ple  o f the g row ing  trend  in the  
c o u n te rfe it goods m a rk e t. The im p o rta tio n  and sale o f these  
fa ke s  is m aking  a lo t o f m oney fo r  unsc rupu lous d ea le rs  w ho
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"Im p o rta n tly , th e y  cheat con su m e rs  and a lo t o f young  kids 
w ho m ay end up paying a lo t o f m oney fo r  sub-standard  and 
p o o r qua lity  fa ke s , in the  be lie f th e y  are g e tting  the  real th ing . 
C u s to m s  se ized  the la te s t sh ip m en t, which had a po ten tia l 
re ta il va lue o f up to  $ 2 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,  under the  p rov is ions  o f the 
Trade Marks Act 1995."

C u s to m s  R eg iona l D ire c to r V ic to r ia  Jenny Peachey said the 
q ua lity  o f the  cards and th e ir  co u n try  o f orig in  led C usto m s to  
believe th e y  w e re  c o u n te rfe it.

"These  cards w e re  p rin ted  in China; genuine cards are prin ted  
in the  U SA," she said.

C u s to m s  con s id e rs  the  im p o rt o f com m e rc ia l q uan tities  o f 
c o u n te rfe it o r fa ke  g ood s as se riou s .

"The  c u rre n t p op u la rity  o f these  good s am ong  A ustra lian  
schoo l s tud e n ts  m ay te m p t som e to  th ink  about illega lly  
p ro fitin g  fro m  th e  c raze  by im p o rtin g  and selling  fa ke  ca rd s ,” 
she said.

"Peop le  should be aw are  th a t m ax im um  pena lties under the 
Trade M arks  A c t can include a fine o f up to  $ 5 5 ,0 0 0  a n d /o r 
tw o  ye a rs  im p riso n m e n t."

In the  prev ious d e tec tion , C us to m s  o ffic e rs  in N SW  found  a 
co n s ig n m e n t o f 1 35  boxes con ta in ing  5 2 ,0 8 0  packs o f fake  
Yu-Gi-Oh cards in con ta ine rise d  sea fre ig h t fro m  China.

The good s , p rin ted  in China, w e re  seized under the  Commerce 
(Trade Descriptions) Act 1905, w h ich p ro tec ts  the 
m is re p re se n ta tio n  o f g ood s ca rry ing  a fa lse  trad e  descrip tion .

The  c o n s ig n m e n t con ta ined  a com b ina tion  o f Yu-Gi-Oh s ta r te r  
packs, b o o s te r packs, c o lo u r packs as w ell as “ra re ” cards 
and had a p o ten tia l re ta il va lue o f up to  $ 5 0 0  0 0 0 . Yu-Gi-Oh 
cards, w hich o rig ina te  fro m  a te lev is ion  se ries , are one o f the  
c u rre n t c razes in trad ing  and c o lle c to rs  cards, and prin ted  only 
in the  United S ta te s .

C u s to m s  vig ilance in p ro tec ting  ind us try  and con su m e rs  has 
seen th e  se izu re  o f fake  b rand-nam e item s such as 
sung lasses, c lo th ing , luggage, CDs, DVDs, ch ild ren 's  to ys , and 
w a tc hes . In 2 0 0 2 -2 0 0 3  C us to m s m ade som e 1 3 0 0  separa te  
se izu res .
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