
A new class of Customs vessel takes to the water 
Port Phillip Bay, Victoria.

A  n e w  c la ss  o f C u s to m s  ta c tic a l re s p o n s e  ve sse l ha s  b een  p u t th ro u g h  
its  p ace s  in V ic to r ia  b e fo re  fo rm a l h a n d o v e r to  C u s to m s .

T h e  vesse l, th e  firs t o f  fo u r  be ing  m a n u fa c tu re d  fo r  C u s to m s , is 
p e rm a n e n tly  b ased  in V ic to r ia .

It b o a s ts  m o d e rn  n a v ig a tio n , c o m m u n ic a tio n  a nd  ra d a r s y s te m s  and  
fe a tu re s  a u to  p ilo t and  th e  a b ility  to  tra c k  ve sse ls . It has  a  to p  sp e e d  o f
o v e r 4 0  k n o ts  fu lly  load e d . W ith  a  c re w  o f tw o  it can  tra n s p o r t a  s ix -
p e rs o n  b oa rd in g  p a rty  to  v e s s e ls  req u irin g  b oa rd in g  in th e  bay.

T h e  ve sse l is b e rth e d  a t W ill ia m s to w n  and  can  be  to w e d  o n  a  tra ile r to  
c o n d u c t o p e ra tio n a l a c tiv ity  a lon g  th e  c o a s t. It is o p e ra te d  by th e  
E n fo rc e m e n t O p e ra tio n s  (R e sp o n se ) G ro u p .
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T h e  th re e  o th e r  ta c tic a l re s p o n s e  v e s s e ls  w ill be  d e p lo y e d  in D am p ie r, 
F re m a n tle  and  S y d n e y  to  im p ro v e  C u s to m s  ab ility  to  p a tro l in te rn a tio n a l 
p o rts  and  th e ir  a p p ro a c h e s .


