
Customs played a key role in the success of 2006 Australian Grand Prix.

Thanks from Grand 
Prix organisers

A u s tra lia n  G ra n d  P rix  o rg a n ise rs  in M e lb o u rn e  have  
th a n k e d  C u s to m s  fo r  c o n tr ib u tin g  to  th e  s u c c e ss  o f th is  
y e a r ’s even t.

C u s to m s  E ve n t S ta tu s  w a s  g ra n te d  u n d e r S 1 6 2 A  o f th e  
Customs Act to  th e  o rg an is ing  b o d y  th a t g ave  a financ ia l 
u n d e rta k in g  as s e c u rity  a g a in s t G S T  a n d  C u s to m s  du ties .

F o llo w in g  a la rge  ro u n d -ta b le  m e e tin g  a t A lb e rt P a rk  w ith  
th e  p rinc ipa l c u s to m s  b ro ke rs  and  fre ig h t fo rw a rd e rs  fo r  
th e  G ra n d  P rix , M e lb o u rn e  se c u ritie s  and  e ve n ts  o ffic e rs  
c o o rd in a te d  all C u s to m s  issue s  o v e r th e  ensu ing  w e e k s .

T h e y  w o rk e d  c lo s e ly  w ith  th e ir  co lle a g u e s  in p a sse n g e r 
and  c a rg o  e x a m in a tio n  a reas and  a t C u s to m s  H ouse , 
M e lb o u rn e  A irp o rt.

Issue s  inc lu d ed  th e  arriva l o f five  sp ec ia l flig h ts  a t A va lo n  
A irp o rt, p ro c e ss in g  o f c re w s  and  p a sse n g e rs , ca rg o  
sc ree n ing , M e lb o u rn e  A irp o rt p a sse n g e rs  a rriv ing  w ith  
G ra n d  P rix  g o o d s  (te a m  te c h n ic ia n s  and  m e c h a n ic s  have 
b een  k n o w n  to  a rrive  in th e  n ig h t ca rry ing  th a t vita l and 
to p -s e c re t e n g in e  c o m p o n e n t w h ic h  is g o ing  to  w in  it!), 
c a rn e ts  and  p re -c le a ra n c e s  o f o th e r item s.

T h e  va rio u s  C u s to m s  c le a ra n c e  a rra n g e m e n ts  p roce ed ed  
s m o o th ly  — a c re d it to  C u s to m s  te a m w o rk  and  th e  s tro n g , 
es ta b lish e d  re la tio n s h ip s  w ith  all o th e r  p a rtie s  invo lved .

D uring  th e  w e e k  b e fo re  th e  w e e k e n d  race , a  te a m  o f fo u r 
s e c u rity  and  tw o  c a rg o  e x a m in a tio n  o ffic e rs  v is ite d  th e  tra c k  
u n d e r in te n se  s e c u rity  p rov is io n s .

T h e  c u s to m s  b ro k e rs ’ re p re s e n ta tiv e  in tro d u c e d  o ffic e rs  to  
rac ing  te a m  m a n a g e rs , w h o  exp la in e d  th e  a rra n g e m e n ts  
fo r  o rg a n is in g  and  se c u rin g  all te m p o ra ry  im p o rts  in th e ir  
care . T h e re  w e re  ro w s  o f sh ip p in g  c o n ta in e rs  ho ld ing  
m a sse s  o f ty res .

T h e re  w a s  h ig h -le ve l s e c u rity  e ve ry w h e re  in th e  p it area,
T h e  C u s to m s  o ffic e rs  id en tified  th e  seria l n u m b e rs  o f 
v a rio u s  te a m  e n g in e s  and  c h a s s is  im p o rte d  u n d e r c a rn e ts  
and  e ve n t security . T h e y  e xa m in e d  and  ve rifie d  th e  d e ta ils  
and  d e s c r ip tio n s  a g a in s t th e  c o m m e rc ia l- im p o rt 
d o c u m e n ts .
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