
Customs detector dog handler Helen and her charge Levi get down and dirty on the K9 biathlon course.

Our detector dogs shine at 2006 
national K9 biathlon

C u s to m s  d e te c to r d og  te a m s  h ave  ta k e n  on  th e ir  
c o m p e tito rs  in th e  ca n in e  w o r ld  and  s h o w n  th e m s e lv e s  to  
be a m o n g  th e  f it te s t in A u s tra lia .

A u s tra lia ’s la w -e n fo rc e m e n t a g e n c ie s  g a th e re d  to  w a tc h  39  
dog  te a m s  c o m p e te  in th e  2 0 0 6  n a tio n a l K 9  s e m in a r and  
b ia th lo n  a t th e  J o h n  M o ro n e y  C o rre c tio n a l Fac ility  at 
W in d so r, n o rth  w e s t o f S yd ney.

T h e  e v e n t b ring s to g e th e r  10  A u s tra lia n  o rg a n is a tio n s  fro m  
th e  b o rd e r security , co rre c tive , e m erg e ncy , m ilita ry  and  
p o lice  se rv ices . S ta te  and  Fed e ra l G o v e rn m e n t 
o rg a n is a tio n s  a tte n d .

T h e  e v e n t a lso  p ro v id e s  a va lu a b le  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r  o ffic e rs  
w o rk in g  in A u s tra lia ’s  d e te c to r  d og  u n its  to  n e tw o rk  and  
sh a re  p ra c tic e s  and  te c h n iq u e s .

F ield o ve r a 2 .9 k m  co u rse , th e  b ia th lo n  in vo lves  e igh t 
o b s ta c le s  th a t cha lleng e  th e  d og  and  h a n d le r to  n e g o tia te  
barre ls  and  w a te r  haza rd s, leop a rd  c ra w l th ro u g h  m ud  and  
w a d e  to g e th e r  th ro u g h  w ate r.

S y d n e y  d og  h a n d le r H e len  D e n n is  sa id , “T h e  dog  can o n ly  
go  as fa s t as th e  hand ler. T h e  h a n d le r ha s  to  be in c o n tro l 
o f th e  dog  1 0 0  p er c e n t o f th e  t im e .”

T h re e  C u s to m s  d og  te a m s  fro m  S y d n e y  c o m p e te d .

Taking  o n  th e  to p  d og  o f th e  c a n in e  w o rld  - th e  G e rm a n  
shep h e rd  - is no  w a lk  in th e  p a rk  b u t th e  C u s to m s  
lab ra d o rs  p u t in an o u ts ta n d in g  e ffo rt.

T h e  e ve n t m a y  o n ly  te m p o ra rily  s o r t o u t w h o ’s w h o  in th e  
dog  k in g d o m  b u t it d e fin ite ly  p rove s  th e  C u s to m s  d e te c to r 
dog  te a m s  c o n ta in  s o m e  o f A u s tra lia ’s f it te s t o fficers.
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